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FOREWORD 


In June 2018, with the 75th Anniversary of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School rapidly approaching, it seemed 
like an auspicious moment to research the history of the building that was my former boarding school between 1960 
and 1963. The school is situated in the hamlet of Five Ashes, East Sussex, and commands sweeping views of the 
High Sussex Weald. | wanted to discover who had lived in the manor, trace the school’s founder, find out who 
Colonel Faro really was, describe boarding-school life, and discover what the old barn had originally been used for, 
before the school used it as a gymnasium. 


This research was a non-commissioned project and entirely self-funded. It includes three biographies of teachers 
who had direct or indirect links with Skippers. (Parts 5, 6 & 7) 


Skippers was once a medieval farmstead owned by the Fry family—landowners and farmers with links to Sussex 
going back almost 800 years. When the farmstead was sold out of the family at the end of the 19th century, the 
90 acre estate was bought by a famous English tenor and then by Lord and Lady Hood. The Hoods made extensive 
alterations and extensions to the house as can be seen in the block plans in Part 2. Lothian Nicholson, a retired 
distiller, bought the estate from the Hoods and used the grounds for holding WI meetings and garden fetes. 


In 1945, Harold Bucknall bought the Skippers Hill Estate and founded Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School for 
Boys. In 1954, he appointed JR Ward, the then headmaster of Tavistock Hall—Bucknall’s other school—to take over 
as headmaster of Skippers. In the 1950s and 1960s, Skippers was a sea-scout school that groomed boys for places 
in grammar schools, public schools and the Royal Navy. (Part 3) 


In those days, no policies existed to deal with bullying, abuse by teachers, exclusion, complaints, appeals or 
transgressive behaviour, at least none that were written down and open to inspection by parents and pupils. As a 
result, much aberrant behaviour was tolerated or not reported. An independent school could decide how it wanted 
to run itself, unconstrained by outside interference or Human Rights agreements. As sneaking was an unwritten 
schoolboy rule, many boarders suffered miserably, not just from homesickness and corporal punishment, but also 
from bullying, transgressive behaviour by teachers and the boot-camp system run by Ward et al. described in Part 4. 


In the 1950s and 1960s, independently-run schools like Skippers craved to be recognised as ‘efficient’ and ‘well- 
run’ establishments. That meant good examination results, good sporting facilities, professional teachers and an 
atmosphere where pupils’ welfare and diet were given high priority. A positive inspection by the Schools 
Inspectorate—a survey that covered buildings, teachers, books, equipment, health, ventilation, furniture, diet, 
accommodation and community life—would enable the school to swank about its efficiency rating in school 
advertisements and during meetings with parents. Despite several internal issues, including the lack of properly 
qualified teachers and personnel retention, Skippers was finally awarded its desired ‘efficient’ rating in 1969. 


Today, Skippers is a very different school than it was in the period covered by this research. 


Two former scholars who were at Skippers in the 1950s and 1960s, and who were sent advanced copies of this 
document, wrote back saying: 


“| don't often say this, but what a magnificent piece of work. An interesting inventory and 
description of an English prep school in the ‘50s and ‘60s.” (Peter Kirby-Higgs). 


“Il think my four daughters would be horrified were they to read the part on Prep School Life. 


They all went to boarding school from 8 to 18, but their regime was light years away from what 
we endured.” (Andrew Pillar). 


Peter King Smith 
Almere, NL 
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1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 


1.1. LOCATION 


Skippers Hill Manor is situated high up on a hill (461ft; 141m) in the village of Five Ashes, East 
Sussex, perched on the rim of a natural ridge in the landscape. From the vantage point of its 
curved courtyard at the rear of the manor, you look down onto acres of former grass and 
pastureland and across the sweeping, undulating patchwork of small fields, hedges, woods 
and sunken lanes of the High Sussex Weald (see Fig. 14). 


Some four miles away, on the opposite side of the ridge, at one of the highest points in the 
county, lies the town of Crowborough (791ft; 242m). It was there that Arthur Conan Doyle 
wrote the Last Case-Book of Sherlock Holmes at his home in Windlesham Manor in the late 
1920s. Three miles away to the north east of Skippers Hill lies the quintessentially Sussex village 
of Mayfield (143m), with its iconic, white-weatherboarded cottages, and once the base of a 
powerful smuggling gang during the early 18th century.' 


1.2. IRON MILLS, FARMING AND SMUGGLING 


Skippers Hill was once owned by members of the Fry family, whose roots in Mayfield and 
Rotherfield go back 800 years. Their wealth came from iron mills, farming and leasing their 
land to tenant farmers. The Wealden iron industry used vast amounts of fuel which came 
from woodlands in the High Weald. When the industry moved north, due to the switch to coke 
instead of charcoal to fuel furnaces, the Frys’ income nose-dived. Later, their income from 
agriculture and tenant farmers slumped too, when many tenant farmers were unable to 
compete with cheaper imported goods and so went out of business. Dire circumstances like 
these led some members of the Fry family to replace lost sources of income by diversifying 
into smuggling. 


1.3. SMUGGLERS’ BEACON AT SKIPPERS HILL 


It seems that all layers of society were involved in the "highly respectable industry of 
smuggling" during the 17th and 18th centuries. Landowners, farmers and even the clergy were 
all at it, according to Charles Burgess Fry.” Many Sussex villages were engaged in smuggling, 
particularly Mayfield, Rotherfield and Alfriston. During the 18th century, Mayfield became a 
centre for owling: smuggling wool for brandy and silk.“ Alfriston is connected by the 
River Cuckmere to the sea near Seaford. Many of the inland distribution centres used by 
smugglers were located at the head of the Ouse and Rother at Skippers Hill.? 


The story goes that on clear nights, smugglers would light a beacon at Skippers Hill, signalling 
the ‘all clear’ to the captains of vessels waiting off the South Coast to unload their valuable 
cargoes.* To evade excise duty, contraband such as tea, spirits, tobacco and silk,’ was 
smuggled from the beaches at Seaford, Eastbourne and Hastings,° along trade routes (forest 
tracks, rivers, tunnels) that eventually led to the cellars at Skippers Hill and Mayfield. 


4 Mayfield and Five Ashes, Wikipedia. 
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1.4. SMUGGLERS’ SAFE-DEPOSIT 


Skippers Hill earned its name from being one the "farm-manor houses" used as a safe deposit 
by local smugglers.’ The Fry family’s connection with smuggling is borne out by Charles 
Burgess Fry (1872-1956), the famous cricketer, all-round athlete and polymath. He wrote that 
his father, Lewis John Fry® (b. Rotherfield, 1843-1923), found a “large consignment of square- 
face gin" in its spacious cellars when he lived there (1893 to 1899).° The inference is that 
square-faced gin'® was bootlegged. 


1.5. SUPER-FARMHOUSE 


Charles Burgess Fry described Skippers as a “squat, rambling super-farmhouse”. It had a dining 
room with a low ceiling and heavy oak beams, and an open fireplace nearly as big as the 
room itself. Behind the “great barn”, near the house, there was a clump of tall trees and a 
pond (see map with legend, section 2.2). Alongside the trees was “a sparse orchard with the 
finest daffodils in Sussex. A small park sloped down to the valley with Crowborough beacon 


in the distance”."" 


2. LATE MEDIEVAL FARMSTEAD 


2.1. FARMSTEAD’S LAYOUT 


Skippers Hill (Skyppers hyll) was a “large medieval and post-medieval farmstead” in an 
“isolated location”.'* The farmhouse dates back to 1612. (see section 6.1) The farm complex 
was built close to an early iron-making settlement in and around Kiln Wood. The layout of 
the Skippers farm is that of a loose courtyard with two sides of the yard formed of agricultural 
buildings and set away from the yard”.'? Such farmhouses are typically detached and face into 
their own garden area and sometimes have their own entrance. 


Ve Be 


at s 


A loose 
courtyard is 
characterised by 
detached 
buildings loosely 
arranged around 
one or more 
sides of a 
farmyard. 
Source C 


Fig. 1 Yeakell-Gardner map of 1778. Arrow points to Skippers barn (see Appendix) 


Figure 1 shows that Skippers Hill comprised a farmhouse, one detached building—a barn (red 
arrow)—and what appears to be a line of small, detached farm buildings (dots) at the rear. A 
track passes the entrance to the barn. 
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2.2. SKIPPERS HILL ESTATE 


Towards the end of the 19th century, the Skippers Hill Estate (Figs. 2, 3 & 4) had expanded 
and included Skippers Hill Farm, Skippers Hill House,'> Newpin Farm, Inwoods Farm, Five Ashes 
Farm (was: Leeds Farm) and Marchants. From 1887 until 1893, the estate was owned and 
managed from Skippers Hill House by Elizabeth Fry Mary Hughes and her brother John Fry 
Samuel Hughes. 


i ee a 


Fig. 2 Map of Five Ashes showing the farms belonging to the Skippers Hill Estate 
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Fig. 4 Close-up Skippers Hill Farm in Palmer & George’s Ordnance Survey map of 1873-74 


Figure 4 shows that Skippers Hill had several detached farm buildings loosely arranged 
around a two-sided farmyard. The farmhouse (manor house) faced its own garden and was 
situated diagonally opposite the north side of a former threshing barn, the largest of its 


agricultural buildings. 


The barn’s gabled porch would have opened directly onto a road. Several fir plantations are 
shown, as are a pond, a footpath, deciduous woods, an orchard and what could be a granary 
next to the barn. The stippled area to the right of the farmhouse (see inset) is an area of 
elevated ground on which the letter R_ is visible and possibly the letter ‘S' . The significance 


of these letters is not known. 
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3. THE ERA OF THE FRYS & HUGHES: 1612-1893 


3.1. JOHN FRY'™° MARR. MARTHA CONSTABLE 


The ownership of Skippers Hill goes back to 1612. In 1786, John 
ONE p. 


Chronology 
Owners Fry '}WO 
Skippers Hill 
From-To 


inherited Skippers Hill from his father John Fry 


Mayfield, 1705) when he died. John Fry'WO (b. Mayfield, 
aan 1738-1813), a gentleman farmer and landowner married 
a annah Fry (née Burges) 


1790-1813 John Fy"™® ~~ Martha Constable (b. Mayfield, 1750-1816) in 1787.'° Martha 


1813-1816 Martha Fry (née Constable) 


1816-1845 John Fry™*¥ bore him three sons there: John Fry HREE (b. 1788), Robert Fry 


1845-1862 Elizabeth Fry (née Usherwood) 
1862-1887 Martha Hannah Fry & Samuel Hughes (b. 1 790) and Thomas Fry (b. 1791 ), the great grandfather of 
1887-1890 Elizabeth Mary Fry Hughes 


tse ity Hn tuts Charles Burgess Fry. When John Fry! WO died in 1813, Martha 
1893-1899 Lewis John . 
sii Fry remained at Skippers Hill until her death in 1816. 


3.2. JOHN FRYTHREE MARR. ELIZABETH UNDERWOOD 


John Fry THREE 


in 1810. After his mother Martha Fry died in 1816, her eldest son John Fry HREE (b. Mayfield, 


1788-1845) inherited Skippers Hill. In 1816, John Fry "HREE and his wife Elizabeth moved into 
Skippers Hill where she gave birth to a daughter, Martha Hannah Fry, in 1817 (d. 1880).'” They 
shared their household with Elizabeth's sister Mary Barnes Usherwood (b. Wadhurst, 1800, 


d. 1890). In 1845, when John Fry "HREE died at Skippers Hill, the house passed to his wife 
Elizabeth Fry (née Usherwood), who automatically became the landowner and head of the 
Skippers Hill household until 1862. Three local domestic servants helped run the farmhouse. 
Elizabeth's sister, Mary B, visited her at Skippers Hill at the time of the 1861 England Census, 
and by then was a landowner herself in Mayfield. 


, a gentleman farmer, married Elizabeth Usherwood (b. Ticehurst, 1791-1862) 


3.3. THE WILL OF JOHN FRYTHREE 


In John Fry's 4000-word will of 1845, he appointed his wife Elizabeth Fry, his brother-in-law 
James Usherwood, and his son-in-law Samuel Hughes (barrister at No. 10 Farrar’s Building, 
Inner Temple, London), executrix and executors of his will. Fry bequeathed his wife Elizabeth 
all his household goods and furniture, clothes, carriage, horse, plate, linen, printed books, 
prints, wines, liquors and provisions and £100 sterling. He gifted James Usherwood and Samuel 
Hughes £50 each, and gave £100 to his daughter Martha Hannah Fry. 


He bequeathed his all his messuages (dwellings, together with their outbuildings, curtilage and 
adjacent land,) farms, lands, real estate, cattle, stock, securities, monies, as well as his personal 
estate and effects to his wife Elizabeth and to James Usherwood and Samuel Hughes. 
Fry made several conditional provisions: (i) for his nephew Robert Burgess Fry (1815-1866), 
(ii) for the children of his brother Robert Fry, and (iii) for his daughter Martha Hannah Fry, 
stipulating that an annuity of £100 be paid to any husband who survived her. When Fry's 
spinster cousin Anna Philcox (b. Burwash, 1779) of Burwash died in 1841, she bequeathed 


John Fry THREE and Edward Hughes (barrister and brother of Samuel Hughes), her 


"3% consolidated bank annuities" (government bonds) worth £3,063 (codicil).'® 
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3.4. SAMUEL HUGHES 


In October 1862, Martha Hannah Fry inherited Skippers Hill from her mother. When Martha 
Hannah Fry died in 1880, her barrister husband Samuel Hughes inherited Skippers Hill. 
According to local historian, Anna Bell-Irving, “Mr Hughes of Skippers Hill", once gave one of 
his old wigs to a bald churchgoer in St Dunstan’s Church, Mayfield, who had gotten so cold 
in the unheated church, that he had stopped praying. The churchgoer recovered, but he must 
have looked rather strange wearing a smock frock and a barrister’s wig! 


3.5. JOHN FRY SAMUEL HUGHES 


John Fry Samuel Hughes was born at Skippers Hill in 1860. He had an elder sister, Elizabeth 
Fry Mary Hughes (b. 1858). When he was 20, he was admitted as a fee-paying student to 
Pembroke College, Cambridge, on 1 Oct 1879. In 1883, he graduated with a BA in Law. In 
1884, he won a Tyrwhitt scholarship to study Hebrew/divinity, but there is no record that he 
was awarded an MA.”° 


3.6. THE WILL OF SAMUEL HUGHES 


When Samuel Hughes died in 1887, he bequeathed his daughter Elizabeth Fry Mary Hughes, 
the messuage or tenement and all associated buildings, garden, ground, land, hereditaments 
and premises, at or near Five Ashes, Mayfield, totalling 3 roods 1 perch, which Samuel Hughes 
had bought in 1864 from James Thomsett, with the house, shop and buildings that were 
subsequently erected on that land. 


He also gave Elizabeth what was once waste land of the Manor of Mayfield, once used as a 
gravel pit, totalling about 18 perches, together with the messuage or tenement and buildings 
near Five Ashes, formerly waste land, totalling about 26 roods which were purchased from 
James Thomsett in 1866. She also got several parcels of freehold land and wood ground known 
by several names of Smiths Mead, Smiths Shaw, Little Smith, Goodwin Tree Field, Pit Shaw, Kiln 
Field Wood and Kiln Field, totalling 23 acres 1 rood 9 perches, which once formed part of the 
land belonging to Leeds Farm, whose name had since changed to Five Ashes Farm, which 
Hughes had purchased from James Thomsett in 1866. Total: 30 acres 2 roods 28 perches. 


The residue of the real estate (incl. messuages, cottages, lands, buildings and premises) was to 
be split equally, making Elizabeth and her brother John Fry Samuel Hughes, joint owners of 
the residual estate. Money, securities and personal effects were also to be split 50:50.7" 


3.7. THE WILL OF ELIZABETH FRY MARY HUGHES 


John and Elizabeth continued living at Skippers Hill. Three years later, Elizabeth, died on 
22 December 1890, aged just 32, possibly a victim of the 1889-1890 flu epidemic 
(unconfirmed). Letters of Administration were granted to John Hughes by the Probate Registry 
in Lewes, as Elizabeth had died intestate. This granted John the right to administer her 
personal estate as he saw fit. As he was her brother and nearest of kin, he inherited her part of 
the Skippers Hill Estate which was valued for probate at £5,493°* (equivalent to £450,697 in 
2017). John Hughes continued to live there for three more years, assisted by two servants, until 
his own untimely death in September 1893, aged just 33. He left no issue. 
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3.8. THE WILL OF JOHN FRY SAMUEL HUGHES 


In his will, John Hughes appointed his two second cousins, Lewis John Fry and William 
Walter Baldock Fry, to act as his executors and trustees. At the time of his death, Hughes 
owned numerous parcels of land, cottages and buildings that formed part of Newpin Farm, 
Inwoods Farm, Skippers Hill Farm and Marchants. His whole estate, which amounted to 
93 acres, was valued for probate at £8,919, equivalent to £732,000 in 2017. 


John Fry Samuel Hughes bequeathed Lewis John Fry (1843-1923), the house and the entire 
contents of his household furniture and effects in his home Skippers Hill, as well as all his china, 
wines and spirits, horses, carriages, cattle, crops, harnesses and farming effects, for his 
absolute use. 


MARCHANTS 


A bequest of “36 acres of copyhold land and more or less the buildings thereon called 
Marchants" in Mayfield, was made to Elizabeth Usherwood (née Usherwood; Ticehurst, 1818- 
1901, marr. 1848) for her life,?? the widow of James Usherwood (Wadhurst, 1796-1888), John’s 
great uncle, and once a farmer-employer in Leigh. However, when Elizabeth Usherwood died, 
the land would pass to her niece Kate LSeabrook (née Usherwood; Ticehurst, 1859),24 and her 
heirs and assigns for ever. That still left 57 acres. 


EIGHTEEN PARCELS OF LAND 


He also bequeathed 18 parcels of land (see Table 1) including Plot No. 26, the "House and 
Pleasure Ground" (ed. Skippers Hill House), totalling 57 acres 3 roods 28 perches, to 
Lewis Fry or his heirs or assigns to use forever.”° 


Skippers Hill Farm, Newpin Farm & Inwoods Farm 


comprising these enclosures: Acres Roods Perches 
No. 13 (part of) Great Meadow 5 2 By 
No. 14 (part of) Great Meadow 8 2 12 
No. 15 Purchase (Pasture?) 3 0 14 
No. 16 Kiln Field Meadow 4 3 16 
NO. 23 Kiln and Freehold Woods 16 1 14 
No. 24 Wood & Lodge 2 36 
No. 25 Banzess 3 24 Old land 
No. 26 House and Pleasure Ground 1 3 11 measurements 
No. 27 Pasture 4 3 34 160 perches = 1acre 
No. 28 Cottage and Garden 29 
No. 29 East Croft Shaw 34 40 perches = 1 rood 
No. 40 Firpoint Cottage and Wood 2 35 4 rood = 1 acre 
No. 41 Timber Yard 34 
No. 42 Orchard and Plat 3 23 
No. 43 Kitchen Garden 38 
No. 44 Seven acres 7 1 29 
No. 45 Plantation 22 
No. 46 Newpin Bank Cottage Wood 3 26 
48 28 468 
Total= 57 3 28 


Table 1 List of plots and acreage referred to in Hughes’ will, compiled by the author 


LEGACIES 


A trust fund set up to collect monies due from his residuary copyhold freehold and personal 
estates, would be used in the first instance to pay out legacies. The children of John Hughes’ 
cousin, Walter Hughes, received £2,000 to be divided equally between them, and the two 
daughters of his cousin Albert Hughes also received £2,000 to be divided equally between 
them. The legacies were payable two years after the death of the testator. 
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Elizabeth Usherwood, who got Marchants, was given £200 for her use absolutely, and each 
of John Hughes’ seven cousins (Tom, Walter, Henry, Lizzie, Mary, Jane and Hugh Lammond, 
all surnamed Fry) received equal shares of the residue of the trust monies after payment of 
legacies. 


EXECUTORS AND TRUSTEES 


The executors and trustees were permitted to pay themselves a “reasonable allowance” out of 
the trust monies, for their “journeys, trouble and time lost”, and to reimburse themselves for 
all losses, costs, charges and expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. 


3.9. COMMUTING BETWEEN LONDON AND SUSSEX 


Colonel Lewis John Fry owned Skippers Hill from September 1893 till May 1899. However, 
his principal residence was 24 Montrell Road, Streatham Hill, Brixton, Surrey, up till and 
including 1895,° so that he could be close to his place of work in the Metropolitan Police 
Force. But he also commuted between Sussex and London so he could enjoy his inherited 
country home. However, when his doctor advised him to reduce the time spent commuting to 
Sussex on account of his poor health,’ Fry decided to sell off Skippers Hill. As his brother and 
co-trustee, William W.B. Fry, had settled in Breconshire, it was left to Colonel Fry to sell off 
the estate, to the great regret of his son, Charles Burgess Fry, who knew the house and 
grounds intimately and wished that he had been able to acquire the house through his father 
and live there.® 


3.10. LEWIS FRY SELLS OFF SKIPPERS 


On 23 June 1898, Fry advertised the sale by auction of Skippers Hill in county newspapers. The 
advertisement described Skippers Hill as a very ancient residence in a small compact estate 
with 50 acres of grass- and woodland, set in lovely rural scenery, offering good shooting 
and within easy reach of the Eridge Hunt—a foxhunting pack. 


Fig. 5 Map of Skippers Hill with 6 farm buildings (inset left) around a farmhouse (SH) in 1897 9 


The fully furnished house, which was in the occupation of “Colonel Lewis and others’, had a 
“long and important frontage, hard roads passing the property and possessed an admirable 
building site. The estate also contained some exceptionally old beech and oak trees’. The 
date of the auction was set for 12 August 1898 and took place at the Swan Hotel, Tunbridge 
Wells. The auctioneers were Messrs. E. Watson & Son, Heathfield.*° The house and grounds 
were purchased by Edward Lloyd (see Part 2). 
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3.11. CONTENTS AUCTIONED AT SKIPPERS HILL 


a 
SKIPPER’S HILL, situate at Five about 
milve from the Halon Station st Maynor! conn” 


ME. J. PLUMER OHAPMAN 
Has received from L. J. Poe E<q. (who has sold 
Ss Eatate), 20 SELL BY AUCTION, on as 
above on FRIDAY, 12tH May, 1899, at Eleven o'clock pre- 


r HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE and EFPEOTS 
genuine old oak and pt cet lt ia 
and other 


carpete, 
waggonetts and 4-wheel dog cart ent 
—_ roller, lawn mower, garden tools, seats, and 


A second advertisement (Fig. 6) on 6 May 1899, 
advertising the auction of the household furniture 
and effects which would have originally belonged to 
the Hughes family, indicated that the house had 
already been sold. The auction, which was held on the 
premises at Skippers Hill, was set for 12 May 1899 at 
“eleven o'clock precisely”. 


Fig. 6 Auction at Skippers Hill, 1899 


The auctioned items provide an insight into the lifestyle of the owners of Skippers Hill and the 
size of the house. They included “genuine” old oak furniture, other furniture made of 
mahogany and rosewood, cabinets, chairs, card tables, the partial contents of 11 bedrooms, 
kitchen, scullery and dairy utensils, old and modern pieces of china and glass, books, 
pictures, carpets, a quantity of pot and bedding plants, a wagonette, a 4-wheel dog cart in 
excellent condition, a garden roller, lawn mower, garden tools, seats and sundries.*" 
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4. THRESHING BARN 


4.1. SKIPPERS BARN 


360° viewoftne ~~ Based on photographs taken inside the Skippers barn,®* a Wealden barn, 
Skippers barn 


it appears that some of its timbers have been sawn rather than hewn. Given Wealden bane 
the use of light timbers, the barn’s roof construction, the presence of a bridled are typically clad 
scarf joint and the method of timber cutting, the Skippers barn would appear in'honzontal, 
to be a 17th or an early 18th century, aisleless, timber-frame threshing barn ae 
of a post-and-truss construction. As it is a Sussex barn, it almost certainly sad areata 
rests on a plinth made of chalk and flint or rubble, rather than on timber, as painted white 


the use of wooden plinths ceased after the 13th century.°? 


South 


aS 


East (garden end) 


Sloping ramp on 
north side 


Images: 
Ken Bonham, 2019 


Fig. 7 Skippers barn showing outshuts (top), layout of threshing floor (bottom) 
and (iii) 360° view of barn (margin). 
Images Ken Bonham, 2019 


The timber for the barn was most probably sourced from the estate’s own woodlands (beech, 
oak, fir). The original west and south walls of the barn would have been taken down and 
extended into the outshuts when the barn was converted in the nineteenth century. 
The irregular roof line suggests that two outshuts (or: lean-tos)—one on either side of the 
gabled porch—were added after the original construction.*4 
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4.2. NORTH DOOR WITH RAMP TO YARD 


Originally, the barn would have had swing doors of full height underneath a gabled porch, 
to allow a loaded hay wagon to enter the barn. [There are still hinges on the current doors]. 
“The wagon would have been unloaded on the central threshing floor and the sheaves 
stacked in the bays on either side. The wagon would have then been driven out through the 
doors on the north side and down a ramp into the yard (see margin). It was quite common for 
such barns to have a ramp on the exit side (see Photo 1). Although there is no evidence of a 
north door in the Skippers barn today, there is a significant slope on its north side”. ** The 
height of the current staircase on the north side (7-8 steps high) may indicate the place where 
a ramp originally sloped down from a north door into the farmyard. 


Fig. 8 How the Skippers barn would have looked when built, with front and rear porches 
Images: Ken Bonham, 2019 


Photo 1 High Weald timber-framed, 
unconverted threshing barn at 
Hazelden Farm, Cranbrook, Kent 


Source: geograph.org.uk 


4.3. WEALDEN FARMING ECONOMY 


Cattle rearing was the mainstay of the Wealden farming economy and the grain harvest was 
used to feed the farm’s livestock. Threshing barns were used to store and process the grain 
harvest. °° “The roof of the Skippers barn is hipped at both ends and pitched. This created a 
large roof mass, offering considerable storage space under the roof. Threshing barns were 
open to the rafters which allowed wheat sheaves to be stacked right up to the roof”.?” 


4.4. THRESHING 


Over the winter, sheaves were gradually brought out into in the central bay and threshed with 
flails, which separated the ears of corn from the stalks (straw), and then winnowed using a 
current of air. The grain was often stored in a separate granary and fed to farm cattle. The straw 
was used in the farmyard and trodden down by cattle into manure and returned to the land 
as fertiliser. The OS map of 1897 shows what may be a granary on the west side of the 
Skippers barn (see margin). 
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Threshing barns were multi-functional buildings and were not just used to store and process 
the corn crop. They were often converted later with outshuts, or had partitions added in order 
to accommodate cattle or horses*® (change of use). The Skippers barn had lean-tos added and 
was probably partitioned later, given the presence of two end-doors (see photos 6 & 7). 


4.5. ANATOMY OF SKIPPERS BARN 


The image below is a computer reconstruction of the Skippers barn’s timber framework, based 
on interior and exterior photographs taken at Skippers Hill Manor School in 2019. The sketch 
shows two outshuts on the south side, the position and structure of the gabled porch, wall 
and roof timbers, the location of a scarf joint, some queen post trusses, and the outshut 
along the west side and part of the north side. 


Note the three wall posts (P1, P2 and P3) located on the south side of the Skippers barn (road 
side).?? Two of the three wall posts (P1 and P2) mark the left and right-hand sides of the porch, 
and all such posts are attached to horizontal tie beams. (see photo 8 and section 4.3 in Part 4) 


principal rafters side purlin 


scarf joint 


- common rafters 


outshut 


queen post truss 
wall plate 


tie beam 


end-door 


- centre or mid rail 
wall sill 


outshut clapboard cladding 


hd outshut 
wall post (P3) 
wall post (P2) 


Fig. 9 Anatomy of the timbers of the Skippers barn 
showing the later outshuts on the west and south sides 
Image: Ken Bonham, 2019 


The Ordnance Survey maps of Sussex show that the barn had already undergone an extension 
on its western side by 1873. Recent interior photographs of the barn also suggest that a 
number of the rafters in the roof were replaced during the latter part of the 19th or early part 
of the 20th century.*° No sign of any lath and plaster in roof. 
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Photo 2 West end of Skippers barn roof showing common rafters and a queen post truss 
with a notch (circled) made for an angled strut. Purpose of notch unknown. 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 


Bim a i 


Photo 3 An original bridled scarf joint in an original side purlin in barn’s roof. 


Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 
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Photo 4 Close-up of an original queen post truss. 
Note rustic tool marks left by hand-crafting (circled). 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 


Photo 5 Mounting root of barn’s weather vane hanging down from ridge, east end of barn. 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 


Notes: 
1. Some original notches (circled) made in the common rafters were not reused during restoration. 


2. No attempt to replace original timbers with hand-crafted timber. Only planed-all-round wood. 
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Photo 6 Overview of timbers in Skippers barn, now Year 2's Classroom. 


Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 
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Photo 7 Close-up of the Skippers barn showing original timbers, old mortice holes (left circle) and worn 
timber (right circle) above an end door (garden side). Window faces north. 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 *! 


Note 
The presence of some early mortice holes in horizontal timbers on the north side of the barn suggest 
that a floor was added at a later stage in the barn’s life, possibly a hayloft, suggesting a change of use. 


(further investigation needed). 
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Photo 8 Inside the Skippers barn showing two arched braces and three wall posts. 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 


Notes: 


1. Parts of the photograph have been blurred to protect privacy. 

2. Windows face south (road side). 

3. The 3 wall posts look as though they have been replaced by PAR wood, so they are not original. 
Replaced after 1963. 
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Photo 9 Large tie beam running north to south, shows signs of splitting (stress). 
The splitting may not be visible in this photo (low print resolution). 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 
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Photo 10 West side of the Skippers barn showing outshut and end door. 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 


Notes 
1. End door was replaced after 2017 (see Part 4: 4.3). 


2. The north side of barn used to face a farmyard. The playground (yard) slopes away from the barn. 


3. Weather vane is circled. 
4. The two small windows on north side of the outshut are new (post-1963). 
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6. DATING THE BARN 


6.1. THE EVIDENCE 


The following findings have been used to approximate the date of the Skippers barn: 


1. The manor house dates to 1612. The date was published in the Retirement Notice of 
Edward Lloyd, the English tenor, in the Torquay Times and South Devon Advertiser on 
26 Oct 1900. Lloyd bought the manor house in 1899 and must have heard the date from 
his solicitor or read it in the Deed of Conveyance made between himself and the previous 
owner, Colonel Lewis John Fry (see Part 2: Private House). That information would then 
have been communicated to the newspaper. 


2. In HM Inspectors’ Report on the school (1969), reference is made to the “picturesque 
manor house” dating from the “16th century” (1500-1599). J.R. Ward, the school’s 
headmaster, would have supplied this fact to the school inspectors. Being a history teacher, 
Ward's information must carry some weight (see Part 4, chapter 12). 


3. Ken Bonham has independently interpreted photographs of the interior of the Skippers 
barn and believes it to have originally been a 17th or early 18th century threshing barn. 


4. Photographic evidence (photos 1 & 2 taken in the Skippers barn) shows the presence of 
an original queen post roof truss in the west end of the barn. The Skippers barn contains 
curved braces supporting tie beams. According to Lake & Edwards, this would indicate a 
17th century or earlier building. 


Fig. 10 Queen post roof truss ® 


C By the late | 6th century the queen strut roof truss 

with clasped purlins became the common roof form in 
both domestic and agricultural buildings and remained in 
use into the 19th century. Earlier examples are likely to 

be constructed in timbers of larger size and the type of 
brace, curved or straight, can help in dating. This example 
has curved braces probably indicating a | 7th century or 
earlier date and diminished principal rafters, in which the 
upper part of the rafter is of a smaller section than the part 
below the purlin. 


5. The manor house would have most probably been built concurrently with the barn, as a 
farmstead without a working barn would not have been feasible (inferred). 


Conclusion 

The Skippers barn is one of the defining buildings of the Wealden farm, and would have 
originally looked like a threshing barn with north and south doors (see Fig. 8 and Photo 1). 
The barn most probably dates from the beginning of the 1600s, like the manor house, making 
it a very early C17th barn. The barn was expanded with outshuts on its south and west sides 
before 1873.” 


8 South East Farmsteads Character Statement, by Lake & Edwards, 2014, p. 57. 
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6.2. FORENSIC INVESTIGATION 


Photo 11 The ‘Great Barn’ at Skippers Hill, now Year 2's Classroom. 


Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 


A forensic investigation of the barn would be worthwhile to definitively establish the barn’s 
(and manor house's) age by carbon dating a few carefully selected timber samples (barn; 
manor). A LiDAR survey would be a useful option too, to scan the whole site on which the 
school stands. Investigators could also verify the barn’s plinth type and look for evidence of a 
barn door and a ramp on the north side, which would have sloped into the former yard. 


The underside of the tie beams should be investigated to look for small holes called 
mortices. If found, they would prove that the barn underwent a change of use, 
whereby vertical posts would have been used to partition the barn, to create stalls 
for cattle/horses and a feeding passage along the length of the barn (north side). 
If found, they would explain why there are end doors on the western and eastern 
ends of the barn. A stockman would have used them to enter the barn with grain/oats 
to feed the cattle/horses. Search for evidence of a former hayloft or inserted floor. 


The services of Archaeology South East of the University College London, who specialise in 
investigations of historic buildings in Sussex, could be enlisted for this.*? 


6.3. BARN NOT LISTED 


The school is listed, but the barn is not, according to the latest Historic Environment Record 
Consultation Report compiled by East Sussex County Council, which reports that “there are no 
other listed buildings within 250 metres of the site” on which the Grade II listed Skippers Hill 
Manor (the house) is built.“* According to Wealden District Council, any outbuilding or 
structure within the curtilage of the main building, which existed before 1st July 1948 [ed. this 
would include the Skippers barn], is likely to require listed building consent”.*° However, that 


rule does not then qualify the barn as a ‘listed building’. 


As one of Sussex’s most historic Wealden barns, | believe it should be separately listed, either 
by the school, the local authority or an individual. The Conservation Team might think about 
employing traditional timber-frame joinery techniques when repairing or replacing the 
barns post and beam structure. 
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7. APPENDIX 


7.1. FAMILY TREES 


John FRY [ONE] Hannah BURGES 
b: Jul 1705 in Mayfield, b: 1708 in Rotherfield, 
‘Sussex ‘Sussex 


Thomas FRY John FRY [TWO] Martha CONSTABLE Robert FRY 

b: 1737 in Mayfield, b: Jul 1728 in Mayfield. b: 1750 in Skippers Hill, b: 30 Mar 1747 in 

Sussex Sussex Mayfield, East Sussex, Mayfield, Sussex 
England 


Beatrice HOLME- 


SUMNER 
b: 12 Jul 1862 in 
Hatchlands Park, Suey 


Stephen Hope FRY Charis FRY Mary Faith Hill FRY 
b: 1900 b: 1899 b: 1910 


John FRY [THREE] 
b: Mar 1788 in Mayfield, 
‘Sussex 


William USHERWOOD 
b: 1781 in Wadhurst, 
Sussex 


Elizabeth 

USHERWOOD 
b: 1818 in Ticehurst, 
Sussex 


Fig. 11 Family trees of the Frys and Usherwood families. 
Compiled by the author 
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The ancestral pedigree of John Fry, gentioman 


2nd mariage 
be 1665 


> 1697 Mayfield, b& 1700 Mayfies, b) 1702 Mayfield, 
Sussex Sussex Sussex 
ch: 10 Aug 1697 en: 8 Aug 1700 ~—s ch: - 15" May 1702 
St _Ounstan 


St Ounstan St_Dunstan 
Cnurch Church ‘Church 
@ jul 1754 @ Jul 1770 & Mar 1738 
bur 10! Jul 1754 Sussex bur: 10" Maer 
St. Margaret's jul 1770 1738 St. Dunstan 


bur. 9 4) 
Church, Buxted, St Oenys Church, 
Sussex Rothertield, 
Sussex 


1705 Mayfield, Sussex 
ch: 314 Jul $705 St. Dunstan 


wares 
& Jun 1706 Moyfeld, Sussex 
bur: 1*' jun 1786 St Dunstan 
Church, Moyfekt, Sussex 


mm 20 Mar 1736 St Michaers 
Church, Withyham, Sussex 


om 20™ Jun 1695 St. Thomas & 
Becket’s Church, Framfel, Sussex 


& ¢ 1675 
bb: 1702/03 & 1705 Mayfiels, 
Moy teks. Sussex Sussex 
ch: 1 Jan ch: 31% Jul 1705 
1702/03 St. St Dunstan 
Dunstan Church Church 
@ Feb 1710 @ Jun 1786 
13. Sussex Mayfield, Sussex 
bur: 12" Feb bur. 18! Jun 1706 
1710 St. Dunstan Dunstan 


St. 
Church, May herd, Church, Mayfiets, 
Sussex Sussex 


b. 1708 Rotherfwid. Sussex 

ch: 28" Jan 1708 St Denys 

Church 

& 5!" Feb 1780 Maytien, 
Sussex 


bur S™ Feb 1780 St 
Dunstan Church, May fiers, 
Sues 


D> 1737 Mayfied, b 1738 Mayfield, b 174142 B20" Mar 1747 
Sussex Sussex Mayfield, Sussex Mayfield, 
oh: 18 Apr 1737 on: 12 Jul 1738 ch: 27% Jan oh 21* Apr 1747 
St. Dunstan ‘St Dunstan W744? St St Ounstan 
Church Church Dunstan Church Chureh 
@ Jun 1813 @ Aug 1746 6: 177 Jen 1614 
Mayfield, Sussex Mayfield. Sussex Rotnerfield. 
ber: 11" sun 1813 bur. 12 Aug Sussex 
St Ounstan 1746 St Ounstan bur. 24" Jan 
Church, Mayfield, Churon, Mayfiekd, 1814 St. Denys 
Sussex Sussex Church, 
Rotnerfierd. 
Sussex 


b 1735 Mayfet, Sussex 
eh. 12 Jul 1738 St. Dunstan 


‘Church 
@ Jun 1813 Mayfiett, Sussex 
bur: 19 Jun 1813 St. 


b 1708 Mayfield, D 1790 Mayfiel, 
Sussex 


Sussex 
cn 12" Mar 1708 ch: 25" Jan 1790 
‘St. Ounstan St. Dunstan 
Church 
@: Jan 1645 & Jul 1860 
Skippers Ha, Mayfieks, Sussex 
Moytels, Sussex bur: 24™ Jul 1960 
bur: 3° Jan 1845 St. Dunstan 
‘St. Ounsten Church, May fet, 


West, Cry of London 


b 1788 Mayfield, Sussex 
ch: 12" Mar 1788 St 
Ounstan Churen 
& Jan 1845 Seppers Na 
Mayfield, Sussex 
bur: 3°? Jan 1645 St Dunstan 
Church, Mayfield, Sussex 


bi 26 Jun 1617 
Mayfies, Sussex 
eh 30" Jan 1816 
St. Dunstan 
Chureh 


& 1602 St. Pancras, London 


Farmers 


b: 1858 Skippers 
Ha, May fed, 
Sussex 


ch: 12™ Apr 1858 
St. Mark's Church, 
Hadiew Down, 
Sussex 


Fig. 12 The ancestral pedigree of John Fry, gentleman, adapted by the author 


m 27" Now 1856 St. Mark's Church, 
Nachw Oown, Sussex 


m 2° May 1787 St Bartholomew's 
Church, Burwash, Sussex 


& 1750 
@ Jul 1816 Skippers Hie, 
Mayfielt, Sussex 
bur: 23°F jul 1816 St 
Ounstan Church, Mayes, 
Sussex 


b 1797 Mayfier, 
Sussex 


m 12" Apr 1810 St Dunstan mn the 


b. 1788 Ticehurat, Sussex 
od: Oct 1862 Mayfield, Sussex 
bur: 7™ Oct 1862 St Dunstan 

Church, Mayfel!, Sussex 


& 26" Jun 1817 Mayfex, 
Sussex 


ch; 30 Jan 1616 St 
Dunstan Church 


using data retrieved from www.theweald.org. 
Note: Martha Hannah Fry died in 1880, not 1818 as shown (typo). 
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eee MAPS 


1778 MAP 
(pub. 1795) 


Figure 13 High magnification of map extract showing arrow pointing to the Skippers barn.*© 
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Fig. 14 Map of the High Weald, showing approx. location of Mayfield and Five Ashes 4” 
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Fig. 15 ESHER map showing position of Skippers Hill Manor and its early Wealden barn. 
Courtesy of Andrew Ward and the Archaeology Team of the East Sussex County Council. 
Note: The callout balloons were added by the author. 
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1. THE LLOYDS’ ERA: 1899-1905 


1.1. BACKGROUND 


In 1899, Lewis John Fry sold Skippers Hill to retired tenor singer Edward Lloyd (Lambeth, 
1845-1927), once referred to as the "Prince of English Tenors".' Before moving to Sussex, Lloyd 
and his wife Mary Anne Turner had been living in Lambeth. Lloyd was born into a musical 
family and became a chorister at Westminster Abbey, where both his uncles (as boys) and his 
father, a tenor, had been members of the choir.? According to Herman Klein, Lloyd had one of 
those pure, natural voices that never loses its sweetness”. Lloyd was essentially a concert and 
an oratorio singer. 


Photo 1 Edward Lloyd, 1899? 


After he retired, Lloyd sang the lead role in the premiere of Elgar's Dream of Gerontius at the 
Birmingham Music Festival in 1900. Apparently, the first performance was a near disaster. 
Lloyd's voice was unsuited to Elgar's musical style, and nerves and constant standing up and 
sitting down affected his performance detrimentally.* Nevertheless, Lloyd had a very successful 
singing career and made a fortune before retiring. 


The Lloyds lived at Skippers Hill with their son, Raymond R. Lloyd (1877-1972), a farmer and 
an employer. In 1901, the household included Eliza Turner (49), Mary's sister, who was living 
there on her own income, and her daughter Lena Turner (26), a visitor. They were looked after 
by three servants: a cook, a housemaid and a gardener. ° 
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1.2. FIVE ASHES CRICKET CLUB 


In April 1900, a meeting was held to establish a cricket club for Five Ashes. Over 30 people 
attended. The setting up of a club was discussed with enthusiasm and, according to an article 
in the press, Edward Lloyd kindly supplied a piece of ground [cricket pitch] and also made a 
present of ‘material’ [ed. unspecified]. Officers included three members of the Lloyd family: 
President: Edward Lloyd, Captain: Cecil Lloyd (son) and Raymond Lloyd (son) as one of the 
four vice-presidents.° 


1.3. RETIREMENT NOTICE 


The following retirement notice was published in two southwest newspapers in the autumn 
of 1900.’ It provides further insights into Lloyd's life and lifestyle. 


Mr. Edward Lloyd will retire from public life in the year 1900. He 
was obliged to make known the exact date of his withdrawal so 
long in advance because he had engagements booked up to the 
end of 1900. Therefore, in order to leave himself free for a 
farewell tour, and to prevent offers of fresh engagements, he 
announced his decision in the autumn of last year. 

He gives very good reasons for the step he is about to take. First, 
he is tired of the hard work of professional life. He has been a 
singer for forty-six years, he has been able to make ample 
provision for his future wants and those dependent upon him., 
and why should he not enjoy his fortune and a well-earned rest. 
Secondly, he thinks it is only fair he should “give others a chance.” 
He has purchased an estate of 90 acres—a lovely spot known as 
Skippers Hill, Mayfield, Sussex—about eight miles from 
Tunbridge Wells. The house dates from 1612. He will there lead 
the life of a country gentleman, and amuse himself by rearing 
pheasants, cows, pigs, etc., although he will retain his Hove 
residence as a winter habitation. 

As he has several irons in the fire of a business nature, he will 
not find the time hang heavily upon his hands, and there is no 
reason why he should not continue to pursue the “even tenor of 
his ways” by having a voice in the affairs of the country. 


1.4. PLANNED EXTENSION TO SKIPPERS 


On 20 April 1903, Lloyd applied to the Rural District Council of Uckfield for planning permission 
to build a billiard room or a music room at Skippers Hill.2 The plan was to erect a two-storey 
building with 14-inch brick walls and connect it to the main house. The ground floor was to 
have a 28ft long by 20ft wide billiard room or music room (560 sq. ft) with its own verandah 
facing east and, at the back, a kitchen, store cupboard, WC and a housemaid’s closet with 
sink. The room included a 12 ft wide Inglenook fireplace with L-shaped seats on either side 
of the hearth, a door leading to the garden (east side) and a bay window with a window seat. 
The two proposed uses for the ground-floor extension suggest that the Lloyds were still 
discussing the eventual use of the space when the plan was submitted. 
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And herewith leave detait Plins and Sections of every Hoor of such intended New 


Buildings, shawing the positios, form, and dimensions, of the several party of such Buildings, 

and of the W.C., privy, cesspool, earth closet, well, ashpit, and all, other appartenances; 

and alto a Block Plan slivwing (ho positida pt ties Buildings Gnd. appartenances of the 

properties immediately adjoining; the width and level of the street; the lovel of the lowest 
rat the beilding, amd! of the yard. belétiying thereto, 
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‘ > 

Date > 26 903 | 
Nuk —Xo Prams will be cousbdered unless accompanied by this forms peoperly filled ep aut aligued. | 
When original Plans are sobaritiod they must be accompanied by a tracing, carefully and aecerately 

prepeeat AS will be retained by the Coacil : accarate Photo prints will be secepted if measwrements are 

moperty in. 

eT Teamare Tans comlag before the next Comoell Meeting, they should reach the office of the Clerk 

ot Surveyor mot later than the Thatsday previous to the Merting of the Council. Comamritter meet altermate | 

Mondays. 


Should it be desired to make any deviation from: the approved Plans whilst the works are in course 
of constiaction, drawings aed particulars of al) such aiteration+ must be submitted for the approval of the 
Coancil, before such deviation t+ made 


Clerk: Eiwitding and Sanitary Surcevr : 
F, MOLMAN, Bro. JOUN TAYLOR, 
86, Hoos Sraeer, Hesier Hout, 
Lawns Vexrtito | 


J, Birsciven & Bon. Ivintern, Ucktelt 


Fig. 1 Planning application for extension to Skippers Hill, Apr 1903 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 
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Fig. 2 Plan of Billiard/Music Room on Ground Floor, 1903. Ref: DW/A/5/762 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 
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The plan for the first floor was to build a (262 sq. ft.), a /a and a walk- 
in with three entry points. 


Fig. 3 Plan of bedroom on First Floor, 1903. Ref: DW/A/5/762 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 
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Fig. 4 Longitudinal section of Lloyd's extension 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 
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1.5. SPRING TO SUPPLY WATER TO EXTENSION 


The roof of new the building was to be 20ft high to the eaves and tiled. A London firm of 
architects, Messrs. Herring, Son & Daw, drew up the plans and a Mayfield builder, Joseph Boon, 


submitted the application to the council on Lloyd's behalf. The plans show several steps leading 
up to a 3ft, raised entrance to the / 


As there was no mains water supply in 1903, a spring-fed water tank was to act as the 
extension’s water supply. The plans were approved by the Council on 4 May 1903.? 


Fig. 5 The north-facing window seat showing location of water tank 
Courtesy ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 


eX pte ce Le val POR) 
Fig. 6 Side elevation of Lloyd's extension 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 
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Fig. 7 Front elevation of Lloyd's extension 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 
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Fig. 8 Side elevation of Lloyd's extension 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex 
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1.6. LLOYDS SELL SKIPPERS 


The Lloyds only lived at Skippers Hill until May 1906. On 31 May 1906, the Lloyds put Skippers 
Hill, with its 80 acres, up for sale. Edward Lloyd moved to Worthing. It was said at the time 
that Edward Lloyd had “retired to Worthing to die”, to which he is said to have replied “| found 
Worthing not a place to die, but it is very much a place to keep alive in”. During Lloyds’ seven- 
year ownership, the Skippers Hill Estate appears to have lost 10 acres. Possibly some (or all) of 
that acreage was gifted to the Five Ashes Cricket Club for their cricket pitch in 1900. 


CO. eS 


Photo 2 Postcard of Skippers Hill before the Lloyds moved out, by A.H. Homewood, ca. 1905 '° 
(author's collection) 
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In 1906, Skippers Hill was advertised for sale by auction as a “fine country residence” with 
80 acres.'' The manor house and estate were purchased by the Hoods who changed its name 
to The Manor House. They carried out extensive repairs and renovations to the house, and 
installed a wheeled canon behind the walled rear courtyard. 


and steps up to rear courtyard [verified by author] 


Photo 3 Tinted postcard of The Manor House in 1910 showing a wheeled canon 
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2.1. BACKGROUND 


Lord Hood was in fact The Right Honourable Francis Wheler Hood, 4th Viscount Hood of 
Whitley and Catherington, a hereditary peer, a landowner, a JP, and Deputy Lieutenant for 
Warwickshire. He was born on 4 July 1838 in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, and succeeded his father 
in the title when he was eight years old. His parents were Samuel 3rd Viscount Hood of Whitley 
(1808-1846) and Mary Isabella Tibbits (1818-1904). 


He entered the Army and became a Captain and a Lieutenant Colonel in the Grenadier 
Guards. He served in the Crimean War and obtained the medal and clasp. 


In 1865, he married the glamorous Edith Lydia Drummond Ward (Tun. Wells, 1847-1911), 
the daughter of Mr Arthur W. Ward of Calverley, Tunbridge Wells, whereupon she became the 
4th Viscountess Hood of Whitley. She bore him eight children: five sons: Grosvenor Arthur 
Frederick, Grosvenor Arthur Alexander, Horace, Neville, Francis, and three daughters: Mabel 
Edith (Lady Ashburton), Alma Marguerite and Dorothy. The Viscount and Viscountess were also 
known or referred to as Lord and Lady Hood. 


Viscount Hood was a member of Guards Club and the Carlton Club, two London gentlemen's 
clubs." 


Fig. 9 Edith Lydia Drummond Hood, probably painted by George Richmond 


The image of Edith Hood is based on an original painting owned by the Hoods. Apparently, it 
was notable for the head you may, or may not, be able to see on her left shoulder, which shows 
the face of a man looking down her front." 


When their son, Grosvenor Arthur Alexander Hood married Jane Primrose Stapleton- 
Cotton of Plas Llwynon, Anglesey, on 28 February 1911, his mother Lady Hood, kindly lent the 
couple the use of The Manor House for the duration of their honeymoon." 
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2.2. PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE HOODS 


Photo 4 Lord and Lady Hood, Aug 1866, the year after they married '° 
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Photo 5 Lord and Lady Hood, Aug 1866 '° 
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Photo 6 Lord and Lady Hood, Aug 1866 '” 
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3. RENOVATIONS TO MANOR HOUSE 


3.1. DETAILS OF NEW BUILDINGS 


Rural District Council of ekfield. 
Notice of Intention to Erect New Buildings. 


OF hereby alve you Motice that it is Ce intention to erect certain 
Buildings at__ Die Cokes ~Steee</ in the Parish 
of. ed within your district, and that the following are 


the Particulars relating thereto :— 


fet Sha eg kt How Veerwn +A oct 
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i» hk Cece 
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15, Descatption of Ouilet to Brains...) 15 Chere ~y 
16, Water Supply f16 47 2 Ck 
7. cael ee 
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in tat 
Ande herewith leave detail Plans and Sections of every floor of such intended New 
Buildings, sheng the position, form, and dimensions, of the several parts of sach Buildings, 
and of the W.C. ivy cesspool, earth closet, well, ashpit, and all other appurtenances ; 
and also a Block Plan showing the position of the Buildings and appurtenances of the 
properties immediately adjoining; the width and level of the street ; the level of the lowest 
floor of the building, and of the yard belonging thereto. 
. 
Signed. : Rene 7 leg rb: ¢ wae 
Address Brawley Leon 


Dae Ti _wrete VG oT: = 

N.B.—No Plans will bey considered unless sccompaniel by this form propeely Gilled up and signed, 

When original Plans are sabemitted they must be secotmpanied by a teacing, carefully and accurately 
prepared, which will he retains! by the Council: securate Photo prints will be acoepted If messurements are 
properly figured in 

To onaury Plans coming baforo tho next Counell Meoting, they should reach the offies of the Clark or 
Serrgzor not Inter han the ‘Fhurday previons to the Meeting’ of the Connell Committee moat alternate 

jondays, 
Should It be desired to malo any deviation from the approve Pinos whilst the works are ia course 
ction, drawings aad portioulare of all aoch alterations mast be aubenitied for the opprovel Sts Coane, 

wiatlon ie made, 


f Building and Sanitary Surceyor 
¥. HOLMAN, Bea, JOHN TAYLOR, 


&% Then Srurxr, Hawrer Hoos, 


Lawn. Doxrixnn, 


4, Brooker & See, Printers, High Street, Uckfield. 


Fig. 10 Notice of Intention to Erect New Buildings, 1907 


The above Notice of Intention document shows that in March 1907, the Hoods engaged a 
firm of London architects with offices in 9 King’s Bench Walk, Temple, to draw up block plans 
as part of a planning application. The architects were Detmar Jellings Blow and Fernand 
Billery. Blow was a renowned architect whose clients largely belonged to the British 
aristocracy. He designed principally in the Arts & Crafts style. 


The plans show that certain two-storey buildings and extensions to existing buildings were to 
be erected and renovations carried out to The Manor House. Part of their modernisation 
programme included thatching large areas of the roof. Building materials to be used included 
buck (for the walls), stone, tile (roof) and thatch. The height of the building from ground level 
to the eaves would be 24 foot 8 inches. 
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The pink areas and the red lines in the following block plans represent the planned new walls, 
alterations or extensions, while the grey lines indicate walls and spaces that existed pre-1907. 


The plans were approved by the Chairman of the Works Committee of the Rural District Council 
of Uckfield on 2 April 1907. 


Fig. 11 North Elevation of The Manor House, 1907 
Note the drop in elevation of the terrain 
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Fig. 12 South Elevation (garden side) of The Manor House, 1907 
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Fig. 13 Ground Floor Plan of The Manor House, 1907 
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Fig. 14 Close-up of alterations to The Manor House,1907; grease trap (margin) 


Figure 14 shows alterations to work spaces “below stairs”: thekitchen, larder, stores, scullery, 
the addition of a WC, and a housekeeper’s room. These changes probably involved 
converting former agricultural sheds. There was a grease trap outside the scullery. Grease 
traps were a relatively new invention in 1907. It comprised a trap in a drain/waste pipe to catch 
grease and fat and prevent them from entering the sanitary sewer line/system. 
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Fig. 15 Close-up of Ground Floor Plan of the Manor House (right side), 1907 


Figure 15 shows how a new and a new would join up with the east wing of 
Lloyd’s mi . In so doing, the Lloyd’s verandah would have to be sacrificed. 
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Fig. 16 First Floor Plan of The Manor House, 1907 


Copyright ©2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands 


CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 2: PRIVATE HOUSE Page |25 


Fig. 17 Close-up of the bedrooms, bathroom and WC on the First Floor Plan of The Manor House, 1907 
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Fig. 18 Various alterations and additions to The Manor House, 1907 
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Fig. 19 East Elevation of Manor House, 1907. A new window (left) replaced entrance used by the Lloyds 


Porch and entrance 
(pre-1907) when the 
Lloyds owned house The Hoods moved entrance here 


Fig. 20 Close-up of East Elevation of the Manor House, 1907 
Showing positions of old and new entrances to the building 
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Fig. 21 Close-up of the West Elevation of the Manor House, 1907 
Shows central door with a flight of steps to garden/rear courtyard 


Fig. 22 Further alterations, additions and position of damp course of the Manor House, 1907 


Notes 
1. The Hall, Bedroom and Dining Room are 10 foot high. 
2. The Smoking Room was to become the Headmaster’s Study when a school. 
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3.3. OTHER CHANGES 


Some of the other changes that the Hoods made to the house were as follows: 


1. The front entrance and porch were moved further back, northwards. 

2. When the right side of the house was extended and the roofs were thatched, the small 
upper window under the front-right chimney disappeared. 

3. Diamond-shaped glass panes were installed in windows along the East Elevation of the 
house and in the new rear windows. 

4. The four front bay windows were changed. Each of the bay windows was redesigned to 
hold 96 panes of glass (upper windows: 8 panes x 4 = 32; main windows 16 panes x 4 = 64). 
When the Lloyds were living at the house, the front bay windows only had 16 panes each. 


Photo 7 Postcard of The Manor House after the renovations, ca. 1910, Dolphin Series (181263) 


Note 

A detailed internal survey of the house would be needed in order to establish beyond doubt, 
the dates of specific changes made to the interior and the date of the original timbers. These 
findings are based on the photographic research material currently available as well as the 
block plans. 
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3.4. VISCOUNT DIES LEAVING FORTUNE 


In 1907, after a year of owning The Manor House, Viscount Hood died in 17 Hertford Street, 
Mayfair, London, on Saturday, 27 April 1907, aged 68. For many years, he had lived in 
retirement owing to a painful and chronic illness. '® 


He left a fortune. The gross value of his estate was valued at £108,246 (equivalent to 
£8.5 million in 2017). His “net personalty” (i.e. movable assets, incl. animals, but not money, 
shares, investments) was valued at £3,278 (equivalent to £258,000 in 2017). The will included 
an immediate bequest to his wife of £1,000, and an annuity for life of £1,500 (equivalent to 
£118,000 in 2017). He left his eldest son, Grosvenor Arthur Alexander Hood, now the 5th 
Viscount Hood, £10,000 (equivalent to £786,000 in 2017), the balance of his plate, and all his 
pictures with the exception of those that he had designated as heirlooms. The balance of his 
household and personal effects were left to his wife. He left his daughter, Dorothy Violet 
Hood, an annuity of £100 (equivalent to £7,700 in 2017) for as long as she remained 
unmarried. He left £4,300 (£338,000 in 2017) upon trust to each of his children, Horace 
Lambert Alexander Hood, Neville Albert Hood, Francis George Hood and Dorothy Violet 
Hood, until five years after the decease of his widow, and then absolutely. He also gave each 
of his trustees’? the power to sell, for a nominal consideration, any portion of his land not 
exceeding two acres in one lot, required for a church, parsonage, school or other public uses. 
The three executors were each gifted £100. 


In the first codicil to the will, he gave his widow the option of either owning 17 Hertford Street, 
Mayfair, his principal London residence, or his recently acquired freehold property comprising 
a house and outbuildings and some "70 or 80 acres" of land which he referred to as "my 
Skippers Hill Estate". She opted to take on The Manor House and the land. In a second codicil 
to the will, he bequeathed his wife all his shares in the Army and Navy Cooperative Society.”° 


3.5. HEIRLOOMS 


He also bequeathed a large number of items to his wife for her use and enjoyment during her 

lifetime, including: 

e a painting of his wife by George Richmond 

° a painting of his wife and their late daughter Lady Ashburton’! by Graves 

e four Kit-cat portraits of various Viscounts Hood 

e five oil paintings of sea battles of Lord Hood’s (Admiral Samuel Hood) actions with 
de Grasse in the West Indies by Nicholas Pocock”? 

e a Collet necklace containing 59 brilliants and brilliant snap 

e a Russian-style tiara with 85 spikes 

e a diamond drop earring with four diamonds 

e a diamond pave Marquise ring of small brilliants 

e agold snuff box presented to the 1st Viscount Hood with the freedom of the City of London 
in 1782 


Lord Hood specified in his will that all these items be devolved (passed on by succession) and 
enjoyed as heirlooms after his wife's death.”? 
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3.6. LADY HOOD’S HEALTH DECLINES 


Lady Hood continued living at The Manor House for four more years. By 1911, her health had 
declined and she was being looked after by two hospital nurses, Winifred MacNab (live-in) 
and Mabel Heseltine. She retained a butler, George Rickman, as well as a live-in footman. 
Only the grandest households could afford a footman, as they were considered a luxury and a 
status symbol.” 


In March 1911, Lady Hood died at her former marital home in Mayfair, occupied then by her 
son, the Hon. Grosvenor Arthur Alexander Hood, 5th Viscount Hood of Whitley and a Major 
in the Grenadier Guards. Hood had served in South Africa during the Boer War in 1900 and 
1902 as Deputy Assistant Adjutant General. 


Lady Hood’s official home address was still The Manor House, Five Ashes. In her will, which was 
valued for probate at £15,796 — equivalent to £1.23 million in 2017 — she left The Manor 
House and other real property to her son Grosvenor A.A. Hood.” He decided to sell on 
The Manor House and remain in London. 


On 13 May 1911, The Manor House was advertised for sale by the executors of the late Edith 
Viscountess Hood.”° 


By order of the Executors of the late 
y ‘ons Mont. late kuith 


THE MANOR HOUSE! 
FIVE 


THE MANOR HOUSE 
FIVE ASHES, SUSSEX 


(two miles from Mayfield, four from 


__ Crowborough, SHES) SUSSEX 
nine from Tunbridge Wells) (nis sila Wee Mie Sed Sartre Giewionie: 
For SALE PRIVATELY, or b nine from Tunbridge Wells). ' 
or ,or y 
AUCTION, in JUNE next. For SALE re = by AUC Tioy, 
nex 


It comprises a most picturesque 


old house, modernised and 


brought up to date, and in 
excellent order throughout, 
standing high on gravel and 
sand, commanding fine views, 


and containing fourteen 
bedrooms, two _ bathrooms, 
lounge, hall and _— spacious 
reception rooms, together with 
stabling, buildings, four 
cottages, charming grounds and 
gardens, pasture, park and 
woodlands, in all about 80 acres. 


It comprises a most picturesque old leting 
modernised and brought up to date, ari in 
excellent order throughout, standing high on 
gravel and sand, commanding fine view<, and 
containing fourteen bed rooms, two bath room, 
lounge hall, and spacious reception rooms, 
together with stabling. buildings, four cotiages 
charming grounds and gardens, pasture, park, 
and woodlands, in all about 8 acres. 

Auctioneers, WINKWORTH and (1). 12 
Curzon-street, London, W., in conjunction with 
WILLIAM BRACKETT and SONS, of Tup- 
bridge Wells. Solicitors, Messrs Brouzhiwon, 
Broughton, and Holt, 12, Great Marlbor.ugh. 
street, London, W. 


Fig. 23 Actual for sale notice of the Manor House, 1911 


See photo of house in Appendix 


The estate was bought by a wealthy London brewer, Lothian Demain Nicholson. 
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4. THE NICHOLSONS’ ERA: 1911-1944 


4.1. BACKGROUND 


Lothian Demain Nicholson was born in Bloomsbury, London, on 5 October 1858, the second 
son of William Norris Nicholson, a successful barrister (b. Hounslow, 1834-1889) and Emily 
H. Daniel (1837 to 28 Feb 1873), his father’s first wife. 


On 4 July 1882, Lothian Demain Nicholson (23) married 24-year-old Frances Laura Squire 
(b. 16 Jan 1858, Camden Town) in Staines, Middlesex, the second daughter of William Squire 
of Feltham Hill. The marriage was officiated by the Reverend Henry Demain MA. Oxon.?’ 


In the 1890s, Nicholson worked as a wine merchant,”® but later became a distillery manager 
of the Thames Bank Distillery. 


Pe eatstatica © 
mee we tin aA 


,Mesrs. Smith and a Sines; Thames Bank. 
Figure 24 The Thames Bank Distillery”? 
This is out of 
It is possible that Lothian Nicholson was related to John and William Nicholson, the sons of scope for this 
James Nicholson, the man who, in 1731, founded Bowman & Nicholson, a gin distillery ing project and 
Clerkenwell, East London. In 1808, John and William went on to establish their own business, requires further 
J & W Nicholson and became Victorian England’s most prominent gin distillers.°° investigauon 


FATHER’S LEGACY 


On 17 January 1889, Lothian’s father died, leaving £17,774. Lothian and his elder brother and 
Liberal MP, Charles Norris Nicolson (b. 1857), were executors and beneficiaries of their father’s 
estate whose worth was equivalent to £1.6 million in 2017. In 1893, four years after his father 
passed away, the Nicholsons moved to a new home in 77 Belgrave Road, SW, just a three- 
minute walk from their tenement accommodation in 14 Gloucester Street. The Nicholsons 
were an upwardly mobile couple without children. 
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In 1902, the couple moved again, this time to a 13-room house in 4 Sloane Court (East), SW, 
where they spent the next 10 years. Three servants helped look after their household: a cook, 
a parlour maid and a house maid. 


4.2. BUMPER BREWERY BEQUEST 


By 1904, Nicholson was the chairman of the London Distillers’ Association*' and a well- 
known expert in distilling.** He worked as a distillery manager for Thomas Valentine Smith, 
a brewer and distiller, and chairman and proprietor of the Thames Bank Distillery in Pimlico, 
London. Valentine Smith was fabulously wealthy. When he died on 8 August 1906, he left an 
estate that included properties in London and Argyllshire and his business interests which were 
valued for probate at £1,933,009, equivalent to £151.9 million in 2017. Among the many 
beneficiaries of his will was “the most fortunate Lothian Demain Nicholson of the Thames Bank 
Distillery”, to whom Smith bequeathed £10,000, equivalent to £785,695 in 2017: his second 
windfall. 


BREWERY BUSINESS OPTION 


Thomas Smith also gave Nicholson the option of purchasing what he described as his 
“magnificent business” at a valuation that included “nothing for goodwill”. If Nicholson was 
not interested in acquiring the business, he could carry on the business as manager, for which 
he would be paid either (i) 25% of the business profits or (ii) a salary of £2,000 a year 
(equivalent to £157,000 in 2017), whichever turned out to be the greater. It is not known which 
option Nicholson ended up choosing. 


4.3. YOKOHAMA—HAWAII—SAN FRANCISCO 


In mid-June 1910, Mr and Mrs Nicolson went on a cruise on the SS Manchuria and visited 
Yokohama, Japan, Honolulu, Hawaii and San Francisco. According to his immigration card, 
Lothian Nicholson was 5ft 8 inches tall, had a fresh complexion, brown hair and blue eyes. 
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Figure 25 Immigration card, San Francisco 1910 
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4.4. NICHOLSON BUYS THE MANOR HOUSE (1911) 


In 1911, Lothian Nicholson decided he could comfortably retire*’ to the country and pursue 
his hobbies and many interests. It is assumed that he did not purchase the brewery business 
that was offered to him. That year, the Nicholsons sold their home in 4 Sloane Court and 
bought The Manor House in Five Ashes, Sussex, from the Honourable Grosvenor Arthur 
Alexander Hood, 5th Viscount Hood of Whitley. They changed the name of the manor house 
back to Skippers Hill.*4 The irony, that a distinguished distiller purchased the manor house that 
was reputedly a smugglers’ depot for bootlegged spirits, has not gone unnoticed! 


A THIRD WINDFALL 

When Benjamin Leigh Smith, the explorer who in 1880 explored Franz Josef Land, died in 
Hampstead, London, on 4 January 1913, he left a large estate valued for probate at £110,781 
(equivalent to at least £6.5 million in 2017). In his will, Smith bequeathed his executors, one 
of whom was Lothian Demain Nicholson, the sum of £500?° (equivalent to +29,000 in 2017). 
Benjamin Smith, a member of the Oxford & Cambridge Club, lived at Sealands, near 
Robertsbridge, Sussex, 15 miles east of Five Ashes. 


5. LOTHIAN NICHOLSON 


Lothian Demain Nicholson, a retired distillery manager and millionaire, was a well-connected 
member of several London gentlemen's clubs, a prolific alpinist, a philanthropist, a 
horticulturalist, a regular executor of wills, a churchgoer, a pillar of the community and a 
traveller. He held many official positions even after he retired. He owned several motor cars 
and employed a chauffeur and a number of female servants, domestics and two gardeners. 
He owned several horses and carriages, a stable, farming livestock, which, taken together, 
suggests he also ran a farm on the Skippers Hill Estate. 


CLUBS 

Nicholson was member of the Devonshire Club in St James Street, London, a gentleman's 
club initially aligned with the Liberal Party. He was also a member of The Queen’s Club (tennis) 
and the Alpine Club (mountaineering). 


ALPINIST 


Lothian Nicholson was a keen mountaineer. Between 1881 and 1902, he made 34 climbs up 
mountain peaks and passes, mainly in Switzerland and Italy. In 1887, he climbed the Wetterhorn 
(3692m) in Switzerland. In 1900, while climbing the Matterhorn (4478m) and the Weissmies 
(4017m) in Switzerland, he aborted the climbs due to bad weather, which "showed good 
judgment". His prolific climbing record enabled him to join the Alpine Club in December 1902. 
His elder brother, Sir Charles Norris Nicholson (1857-1918) was also a member.*° 


OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 


In 1915, Nicholson consented to sit on the Board of Control of Regimental Institutes at the War 
Office.*’ He was twice appointed the Prime Warden of the Fishmongers’ Company of 
London, was Chairman of the Governors of Gresham School, Holt, Norfolk, and a governor of 
Westminster Hospital.?® 2° 
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PHILANTHROPY 

In May 1921, he generously donated the site for a new church in Five Ashes—a WWI officers’ 
Nissen hut purchased from an airfield in Eastbourne for £250—which became known as 
The Church of Good Shepherd. A garden fete in aid of the new church was held at Skippers Hill 
a month later. Lothian Nicholson was a keen churchman“? and acted as a sidesman‘' there.“ 


HORTICULTURE 
In 1929, Lothian Nicholson was the president of the Five Ashes Horticultural Society which 
held its meetings in the Club Room at the Five Ashes Inn.*? 


| TRAVEL 
On two occasions, the Nicholsons travelled to Italy, sailing back First Class to England from 
Naples on the SS Osterley in 1926, and to Genoa aboard Johan de Witt (out) and Koningin der 
Nederlanden (back) in 1929. 


6. FRANCES NICHOLSON 


Frances Laura Nicholson was a very active member of the Five Ashes Women’s Institute and 
held regular meetings at Skippers Hill. She was also a member of the Sussex Archaeological 
Society from 1914. She was actively involved in many local community projects, regularly 
canvassed the Parish Council about local issues, and was involved in various charitable and 
fund-raising activities. Here are just a few of her interests reported in local newspapers after 
she moved from London to Sussex in 1911. 


SCHOOL TREAT (1913) 

On Tuesday evening, 7 January, local schoolchildren were hospitably entertained by Mr and 
Mrs Nicholson of Skippers Hill. After tea, the children marched to Skippers Hill where they 
found a huge Christmas tree laden with presents for them. Mrs Nicholson presented each 
child with a new threepenny piece.4 


GARDEN FETE (1921) 


Over 500 people attended a successful garden fete held in the beautiful grounds of Skippers 
Hill, the residence of Mr and Mrs L.D. Nicholson on Wednesday [ed. 29 Jun]. The weather was 
splendid. The event was organised by Mrs Nicholson in aid of the fund for the New Church. 
(see photo below). 


Mr Price’s Scarlet Band played musical selections during the afternoon and in the evening on 
the lawn for dancing. The Wraggle Taggle Gypsies gave two performances which realised £5 
9s 3d. Mr Currie gave a sucking pig for a weight-guessing competition which was won by Mr 
P. Dunn, whose guess of 15lbs was the closest. The competition raised £3 11s. Mr Bangham 
won the cake-guessing competition and Miss Jay and Mrs Whitall won the doll-guessing 
competition. A cheque for £50 was received from an anonymous donor. 


The stallholders were: Fancy Stall (Mrs Jorgenson); Basket Work (Mrs Dodgson); Watercolour 
Drawings (Mrs Treherne); China & Curios (Miss Lucy Nicholson*® and Miss Bell); Tea (Mrs 
Tullett); Aunt Sally (Mrs Rostrom); Hoop-la and Weighing Machine (the Misses Rulmer*®); Lucky 
Dip (Mrs Stapley); Croquet Tournament (Miss Annie Taylor; Swings (Mrs Overy).*” 
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Photo 8 Church of the Good Shepherd, Five Ashes “8 
Mr Nicolson donated the site in 1921 


GARDEN FETE (1930) 


By the kindness of Mr and Mrs L.D. Nicholson, the Five Ashes Women’s Institute held a 
garden fete on Wednesday afternoon in the grounds of Skippers Hill, in aid of the building 
fund. The event was organised by Mrs Treherne assisted by a large number of stallholders 
including Mrs Octavius Nicholson. The stalls were beautifully arranged under the trees and a 
brisk trade was done while a croquet tournament was in progress. Music was provided by a 
string band from Messrs Elliott and Starmer of Tunbridge Wells.*? 


SOIL DUMPED OUTSIDE SKIPPERS (1932) 

Mrs Nicholson of Skippers Hill wrote to the Parish Council requesting that soil dumped against 
her hedge in front of Fir Point Bank Cottages, intended for improving the roadway up to 
Butchers Cross, be removed, as no work had been undertaken for three years. The heaps of 
soil were “unsightly, were doing her hedge no good and were extremely dangerous for 
walkers”. Mr Tremaine, for the Council, said the soil would be removed shortly.°° 


WOMEN’S INSTITUTE ELECTIONS (1934) 

At the December meeting of the WI held at the Hut, Mrs Nicholson was appointed vice- 
president as was Mrs Phelps. Mrs Nicholson was also one of the 12 members of the 
Committee.*' 


RURAL HANDICRAFTS (1935) 

An exhibition of Rural Handicrafts was held at Hove Town Hall. At least 900 exhibits were 
presented for judging by some 84 institutes of the East Sussex Federation of Women's 
Institutes. Among the many handicrafts presented were examples of sewing, embroidery, 
crochet, smocking, weaving, kitting, spinning, raffia and quilting. Mrs Nicholson, one of the 
oldest members of the Five Ashes Institute, entered an embroidered bedspread with the 
words “FIVE ASHES W.I.” sewn at the top.° 
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WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (1935) 


The monthly meeting of the WI was held on Tuesday at Skippers Hill by the permission of Mrs 
Nicholson. Miss C. Warner gave an address and an egg collection was made on behalf of the 
Kent & Sussex Hospital°? [ed. in Royal Tonbridge Wells]. 


FIVE ASHES WAR MEMORIAL (1935) 


Mrs F.L. Nicholson of Skippers Hill wrote a letter to Mr Penn regarding the cleaning of the War 
Memorial. She suggested that supervision would be necessary with regard to the materials 
used for cleaning the village cross. Unsuitable cleaning materials would be most harmful to 
the stone which had already weathered to a good colour. She said she would gladly pay the 
30 shillings [ed. £1.50] for the cleaning if she could be satisfied that it would be done properly. 
She suggested that Parish Council of Five Ashes should be responsible for looking after its own 
war memorial. The Clerk sent her a letter thanking her for her offer.** 


UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT (1936) 


The Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University announced that Mrs. F.L. Nicholson of Skippers 
Hill, Five Ashes, had donated £1,000 (equivalent to £50,460 in 2017) to the university for the 
further endowment of the William Barclay Squire prize. The music prize was founded in 1928 
by Mrs Nicholson's sister, J.A. Fuller-Maitland, in memory of their brother, William Barclay 
Squire. °° 


WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (1940) 


A meeting was held at Skippers Hill on Tuesday, 2 July, by kind invitation of Mrs Nicholson. The 
meeting appealed to members to save all waste paper, especially cardboard, and to grow as 
many vegetables as possible. The meeting proposed and agreed that members should donate 
one penny towards a Federation ambulance for the Forces. A cooperative fruit-preserving 
scheme was explained and members were encouraged to send their fruit to be made into jam 
or bottled at the WI Hall. Mrs Buckley gave a talk on a road trip across America from San 
Francisco to New York. Tea was served afterwards in the Nicholson’s garden.°’ 
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7. CHANGES TO GARDEN 


Based on the postcard of Skippers Hill below, it would appear that the Nicholsons added a 
wrought-iron gate in order to close off the front garden from the entrance drive. The front 
garden appears to be much developed compared to the empty garden visible in the 
1910 postcard (see Photo 7), when the Hoods were in occupation. The ancient tall tree at the 
back of the house seems to have disappeared and the two conifers flanking the gate have 
increased in height since 1910. These changes therefore suggest that the postcard dates from 
between 1915 and 1920. 


J 


. - eae a 
Photo 9 Postcard of Skippers Hill ca. 1915-1920 when the Nicholsons live 
(author's collection) 


8. LOTHIAN NICHOLSON’S WILL 


Lothian Demain Nicholson died suddenly in 1931 at the Grand Hotel in Broadstairs, Kent. 
He was in his 73rd year. He died without issue, leaving an estate worth £99,673, equivalent to 
£4.6 million in 2017.% 


” 


d there 


PROVISION FOR WIFE 

Frances Nicholson was well provided for. Her husband gave her the freehold house, Skippers 
Hill, all its contents including carriages, china, consumable stores, deadstock, furniture, garden 
equipment, farming equipment, glass, harnesses, jewellery, linen, livestock, motor cars and 
accessories, pictures & prints, plated articles, wines & liquors, as well as an income for life 
paid out of a trust fund set up to invest the residue of her husband's estate in stocks and 
shares. 
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FAMILY BEQUESTS 

Lothian Nicholson made many generous bequests including one for £4,000 (equivalent to 
£183,000 in 2017) to his brother Commander William Henry Nicholson RN (b. 1861-1932), 
£250 (equivalent to £11,500 in 2017) to each of his eight cousins and two nieces, and £250 
each to two other brothers and three sisters. 


Provision was also made for various brothers, sisters, cousins, nieces and nephews (20 in total) 
which would take effect following the death of Frances Nicholson, whereupon each beneficiary 
would receive one twentieth of the balance in Frances’ trust fund. 


OTHER BEQUESTS 


A gift of £250 was made to Lily Hemsley, the daughter of Lothian’s schoolmaster, the 
Reverend A. de M. Hemsley. He also made bequests to domestics and servants who had been 
in his service at Skippers Hill. His gardeners, Alfred Berwick and Wilfred Wren, each received 
£100 and £50, respectively. His chauffeur and his female servants were each gifted £100 
provided they had been in his service for at least five years. 


9. SECOND WORLD WAR 


9.1. BOMB DAMAGES CATTLE SHED 


Mrs Nicholson remained at Skippers Hill after her husband died. In August 1940, during the 
Battle of Britain, German bombers jettisoned bombs on Kent and Sussex villages. That same 
month, the main hospital in nearby Tunbridge Wells was hit by one of those bombs. 


Mrs ‘Lothian’ Nicholson, as she called herself then, contacted the local council on 29 August 
1940 and reported that agricultural buildings at Skippers Hill had also been hit, leaving a large 
crater in the grounds. 


Based on scribbled notes written at the time, it seems that two divisions of a cattle shed 
constructed of horizontal weatherboards and built on brick foundations, and two wooden 
cribs each measuring 33ft in length, were totally demolished down to the foundation level by 
the bomb, and a number of tiles in a slate roof had been damaged and needed replacing (see 
Appendix).*° 


9.2. DOWNSIZING AND SELLING UP 


In 1944, 13 years after her husband died, Mrs Lothian Nicholson decided to downsize. 
On Tuesday, 18 January 1944, the remaining contents of her house were auctioned off at 
Skippers Hill by auctioneers Messrs. Winkworth & Co of Curzon Street, London. Among the 
items sold included: old and modern English oak and mahogany furniture, a grand piano by 
John Broadwood & Sons, easy chairs, settees, sofas, Georgian dining chairs, a carved and gilt 
wood 18th century suite, a Chinese Coromandel wood screen, a Korean cabinet, window 
draperies, carpets and rugs, ornamental items, mirrors, oil paintings, table china, glass- and 
plateware, two iron safes, garden tools and an ‘Atco’ lawn motor mower.” On 14 February 
1944, °' after 33 years in residence, she sold Skippers Hill and associated land to 
Noel Lawrence Harris for £4,000, equivalent to £142,000 in 2017. She moved to a property 
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down the road called Coopers,® another 17th century manor house with a large Wealden 
barn, with just 11.5 acres of land. 


10. FRANCES NICHOLSON’S WILL 


Frances Laura Nicholson, late of Coopers, Five Ashes, East Sussex, died at Stoneyhurst Nursing 
Home, Hindhead, Surrey, in September 1952, aged 94. Shew drew up her will in September 
1943 when she was still living at Skippers Hill. The will reveals further insights into her lifestyle, 
interests and generosity. After moving to Coopers, she added five codicils to her original will, 
revoking some earlier bequests. Her 1949 codicil contained 12 further legacies. Her estate was 
valued for probate at £29,486 (equivalent to £920,233 in 2017). 


EXECUTORS AND TRUSTEES 


A total of £7,100 (equivalent to £219,000 in 2017) had to be paid in estate duty by the 
executors and trustees of her will and codicils. They were Colonel Walter Norris Nicholson® 
CMG, DSO of Godalming, Surrey, and Cecil Harold Thomas Bond MD of Broadstairs, Kent, 
each of whom received £500 (equiv. to +£16,000 in 2017) for their services. 


BEQUESTS TO FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

She bequeathed her family portraits, oil paintings, clothes and furs to Mary Tucker of 
17 Gloucester Road, Teddington. She remembered George Plaister [sp.] of Five Ashes, with a 
bequest of £500, in recognition of his “great friendship for my late husband and myself”. 


| DONATIONS OF ARTWORK 


She donated all her china, pottery, bronzes, two or three De Wint watercolours, some 
etchings and a classical marble bust, to the National Art Collections Fund, and two of her 
Elijah Walton watercolours to the Alpine Club in London. She bestowed her framed 
embroidery to the Guild of Broiderers. The Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge was offered 
any of her watercolour drawings, except those already promised to others in her will. 


BEQUESTS TO SERVANTS 


Her maid, Minnie Hoath, and her gardener, Alfred Berwick, who had gardened for Frances 
Nicholson at Skippers Hill and at Coopers, were both given substantial bequests of £500 each, 
in gratitude for their “affectionate service" to her “in a difficult time". 


| UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT 


She also donated £500 (equiv. to £15,600 in 2017 ) to the University of Cambridge, to be 
used to fund the William Barclay Squire Prize given annually for the best essay in 
musical paleography. The gift was made in memory of her brother William Barclay Squire. 


OTHER GIFTS 


The Church of the Good Shepherd, Five Ashes, and the Church of St Denys’, Rotherfield, each 
received £100 and £50, respectively. The Librarian at the Gresham School in Holt, Norfolk was 
offered any of her books that they might wish to have. 


The residue of her estate went to her husband's spinster half-sister, Lilian Maud Nicholson.° 
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11. APPENDIX 


Rural District Council of ekfield. 
Notice of Intention to Erect New Buildings. 


OF hereby give you Botice that it is Gey intention to erect certain 
Buildings at Pure Cokes ~Stecee/ in the Parish 
of within your district, and that the following are 
the Particulars relating thereto ;— 
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And-€@% herewith leave detail Plans and Sections of every floor of such intended New 
Buildings, showing the position, form, and dimensions, of the several go of such Buildings, 
and of the W.C., privy, ces I, earth closet, well, ashpit, and all other appurtenances ; 
and also a Block Plan showing the position of the Buildings and appurtenances of the 
properties. immediately adjoining; the width and level of the street ; the level of the lowest 
floor of the building, and of the yard belonging thereto. L 

’ 


Signed. A j ——- Cog 
Adare Creer Ce | Lawman yy : 
Date. 7] ; Leven Who7. 


N.B.—No Plans will be considered unless accompanied by this form properly Glled up and signed. 

When original Plans are submitted they must be accompanied by a teacing, carefully and accurately 
prepared, which will he retained by the Council: accurate Photo prints will be acoupted if measurements are 
properly Ggured in. 

To ensere Plans coming before the next Council Meeting, they should reach the offies of the Clerk or 
pf mot later than the Thursday previous to the Meeting of the Council, Committee mest alternate 


Should it be desired to make any devintion from the approved Plans whilst the works are in course of 
construction, drawings aod particulars of all aoch alterations must be submitted for the approval of the Council, 
bofore such deviation i made, 


Clerk : Sivilding and Sanitary Surceyor : 
FP. HOLMAN, Be9., JOHN TAYLOR, 
&% Hien Sruexr, Hewter Hovsr, 
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4. Brooker & Seo, Printers, High Street, Uckfield. 


Fig. 26 Notice of Intention to Erect New Buildings, (Hoods), 1907 
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Photo 10 The Manor House as featured in the ‘For Sale’ notice in The Field, May 1911 
The outline of the building is just discernible. Poor quality image. 
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Fig. 27 Courtesy ESRO, The Keep, Falmer, Brighton Ref: WAT 3-771-14 


Copyright ©2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands 


OOO CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 2: PRIVATE HOUSE Page |44 


Sources 


1. The 1945 Conveyance of Skippers Hill Manor made between Noel Lawrence Harris and Harold Bucknall 
(schoolmaster) of Tavistock Hall, Heathfield. Includes the Plan of the ‘Skippers Hill Estate’. Dated 13 Oct 1945, HM 
Land Registry. Includes the date that Mrs Nicholson conveyed to N.L. Harris in 1944. 

2. East Sussex Record Office (ESRO), The Keep, Falmer, Brighton, East Sussex. Various drawings and block plans 

relating to Skippers Hill Manor, purchased by the author. These include planning applications lodged by the Lloyds 

and the Hoods. 

The will of Viscountess Edith Lydia Drummond Hood, 25 Sep 1909. Codicil: 25 May 1909. 

The will of the Right Honourable Francis Wheler Hood, 4 Jul 1905. Codicil 1: 21 Jul 1906. Codicil 2: 19 Feb 1907. 

Death certificate of Viscount Francis Wheler Hood, 27 Apr 1907. 

British Newspaper Archive.co.uk. 

https:/www.sussexpostcards.info. 

The will of Lothian Demain Nicholson, 4 Sep 1929, Probate: 3 Nov 1931. 

The will of Frances Laura Nicholson, 11 Sep 1943. Codicil 1: 7 Aug 1945. Codicil 2: 1 Dec 1947. Codicil 3: 10 Jan 

1949. Codicil 4: 18 Jan 1951. Codicil 5: 17 Feb 1951. 


DOr oy OU ew 


Acknowledgements 


1. The National Portrait Gallery, London, for the use of three portraits of Lord and Lady Hood, taken by the 
photographer Camille Silvy in Aug 1866. These are the only known photographs of the aristocratic couple who briefly 
owned and lived in The Manor House, Five Ashes, East Sussex, England. 

2. Bernie Ingrams, The Alpine Club, Librarian, 55 Charlotte Road, London. Climbs made by Lothian Demain 
Nicholson reported in their Alpine Club Journal. 


Disclaimer 

While the greatest of care has been taken in gathering, presenting and verifying the accuracy of all facts, quotations, 
recollections and information in this document, the author accepts no liability whatsoever for any errors, 
inconsistencies or conclusions that it may contain. Facts and biographical material have been carefully compiled and 
are underpinned by the relevant source documents and references. The author reserves the right to express points of 
view or fair comment or draw conclusions based on a detailed evaluation of the research material and on personal 
experiences. 


Copyright ©2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands 


C)\OSO CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 2: PRIVATE HOUSE Page |45 


12. ENDNOTES 


1 The Musical Times, Vol. 40, No. 671, 1 Jan 1899, New York and London. 

? Torquay Times and South Devon Advertiser, 26 Oct 1900. 

3 The Musical Times, Vol. 40, No. 671, 1 Jan 1899. 

4 Wikipedia: (i) Edward Lloyd (tenor) and (ii) The Dream of Gerontius. 

> The 1901 England Census. 

8 Sussex Agricultural Express, 14 April 1900. 

’ Torquay Times and South Devon Advertiser, 26 Oct 1900. 

8 ESRO, The Keep, Falmer, Brighton. Ref: DW/A/5/762. Billiard room. 

* Ibid. 

This postcard originates from Brian Stevens’ collection of Sussex postcards. The tinted collotype was taken by 
photographer Arthur Henry Homewood and belongs to the 3rd Main Issue (4C5), which puts the date of the card at a 
few months after July 1905, when Homewood began printing the reverse side of his postcards with a pair of red, 
parallel dividing lines, and labelling them "A.H. Homewood, Burgess Hill, Sussex", with front-side captions printed in 
red ink. Source: https:/www.sussexpostcards.info. 

The Morning Post, 31 May 1906. 

"2 Kelly's Directory of Sussex, 1911. 

'3 Painting of the 4th Viscountess Hood uploaded to Geni.com on 12 Feb 2022. From Jason Travis Cowley's album of 
photos. 

4 The Gentlewoman, a weekly illustrated women’s magazine, p. 317, 11 Mar 1911. 

15 Edith Lydia Drummond (née Ward), Viscountess Hood, and Francis Wheler Hood, 4th Viscount Hood, aka "Lord 
and Lady Hood", photographed by Camille Silvy, Aug 1866. The National Portrait Gallery, London. 

"8 Ibid. 

Ibid. 

18 Death Certificate of Viscount Francis Wheler Hood. Illness: prostate cancer. 

19 The Honourable Alexander Frederick Hood (brother, living at Airmyn Hall, Goole, Yorks.) and Captain Victor Napier 
Ward (brother-in-law, living at The Limes, Frant, Sussex) were the trustees. These two, together with Viscountess 
Hood, were the executors. 

0 Two sources: (1) The Right Honourable Francis Wheler Hood's will and two codicils. (2) Some details of Viscount 
Hood's will published in The Belfast Newsletter, Wednesday, 10 Jul 1907. 

21 Mabel Edith Hood (1866-1904), the eldest daughter. Married Francis Denzil Edward Baring (1866-1938), the 5th 
Baron Ashburton, in 1889. Considered one of the most notable women in the society of her day because of her 
intelligence, ability and wit. (Source: ‘Beautiful Women in History’ by David Nicol in Every Woman's Encyclopedia). 

22 Admiral Samuel Hood's brother, Alexander, commissioned another painting of the Battle of the Saintes from 
Nicholas Pocock in 1784. It remains in the family’s collection. (Source: Website of The American Revolution Institute). 
23 The Right Honourable Francis Wheler Hood's will and two codicils. 

*4 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Footman. 

25 Viscountess Edith Lydia Drummond Hood's will. 

*6 The Field, The Country Gentleman‘s Newspaper, Vol. 117, 13 May 1911. 

27 St James's Gazette, 6 Jul 1882. 

28 UK Immigration Records: L.D. Nicholson embarked at Gibraltar on Thames alone. Landed at Plymouth 15 Nov 
1892. Profession: wine merchant. 

2° From ‘A Day at a Distillery’, Knight's Penny Magazine, Vol. 2, Jul 1842 

3° Nicholson Gin, Gin Magazine written by Sam Coyne, 2019. 

31 Shields Daily News, 3 Sep 1904. 

32 ‘A Full Life’, Mrs Margaret Raven's Memoir, Thanet Advertiser, 14 Oct 1941. 

33 The 1911 England Census. 

34 Kelly's Directory of Sussex, 1913. 

35 Sussex Wills, Bexhill-on-Sea Observer, 29 Mar 1913. 

36 Alpine Club Journal for 1927-1952, Vol. 43 (p. 381) and Vol. 44, p. 173: membership. The librarian at the AC, 
London, regarding qualifying climbs and the 2019 comment on the aborted climbs. 

37 Sussex Agricultural Express, 5 Feb 1915. 

38 Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser, 13 Nov 1931. 

3° The Fishmonger's Company were trustees of Gresham School. 

4° Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser, 31 Jul 1931. 

4" A deputy churchwarden. 

42 Sussex Agricultural Express, 24 Jul 1931. 

43 Sussex Agricultural Express, 1 Feb 1929. 

44 Kent & Sussex Courier, 10 Jan 1913. 

45 L.D. Nicholson's cousin. 

46 First letter of surname indistinct. It could be a ‘B’. 
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47 Kent & Sussex Courier, 1 Jul 1921. 

48 Photo by Nick Wiseman for Sussex Parish Churches. The church was demolished in August 2017, to house the first 
‘cottage hospice’ in the UK. It contains a chapel inside. 

4° Sussex Agricultural Express, 13 Jun 1930. 

°° Sussex Agricultural Express, 8 Jul 1932. 

51 Kent & Sussex Courier, 14 Dec 1934. 

52 Sussex Agricultural Express, 28 Jun 1935. 

3 Kent & Sussex Courier, 9 Aug 1935. 

54 Sussex Agricultural Express, 4 Oct 1935. 

55 Sussex Agricultural Express, 6 Nov 1936. 

56 William Barclay Squire was a British musicologist, librarian and librettist who worked for the British Museum. 

5” Sussex Agricultural Express, 5 Jul 1940. 

58 The will of Lothian Demain Nicholson. 

5° ESRO, Ref: WAT 3/771/14. ‘War damage’. 

6° Sussex Agricultural Express, 14 Jan 1944. 

8’ The 1945 Harris-Bucknall Conveyance. 

62 ESRO, Ref: WAT 3/760/16. ‘School repairs’. Selling price is inferred from the pre-war value of Skippers Hill recorded 
in a notebook dated 17 Mar 1947, containing a valuation report drawn up for the purposes of obtaining a loan from 
Lloyds Bank, Harold Bucknall’s bank in Heathfield. 

53 British Phone Books, 1880-1984 [1944], Southend-on-Sea/Colchester/Norwich area. 

64 Frances Laura Nicholson’s will. 

§§ Lothian Demain Nicholson’s half-brother. 

86 | M. Nicholson was the daughter from her father’s second marriage to Charlotte Alice Clode. Her father’s first wife, 
Emily Daniel, died on 28 Feb 1873. 
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1. HAROLD BUCKNALL 


1.1. BACKGROUND 


Harold Bucknall was born in Redland, Bristol, on 11 Nov 1882. He was the sixth child and third 
son of Cedric Bucknall (b. Bath 1849-1921) and Abbie Cecilia Frye (b. Newmarket, Suffolk, 
1845-1930). He was brought up in a musical family. Harold's father graduated from Keble 
College, Oxford with a Bachelor of Music degree, was a church organist at All Saints, Clifton, a 
professor of music at 30, lecturing at Bristol University, an accomplished composer, a botanist, 
and spoke four languages including Spanish." 


1.2. BRISTOL GRAMMAR SCHOOL 


In September 1898, Harold Bucknall (16) attended Bristol Grammar School at Tyndall's Park 
and remained there until June 1900. Apparently, he was not a 6th Form high flyer, or a prefect, 
or a member of the Debating Society, or even an Oxbridge candidate.’ In July 1899, while in 
the 4th Form of the Upper School, he came 14th overall out of 22 pupils. His best subjects 
were languages, coming 6th in Greek, 8th in French and 9th in English. Mathematics (20th) 
and Latin (17th) were his worst subjects. 


Bucknall excelled at rugby football and played many times in inter-school and division 
matches. In 1898, he was awarded Second XV colours and in the following year First XV 
colours. According to the Grammar School Chronicle of 1899, Bucknall had “improved greatly 
and is now a very good forward. He collars well, but should use his heels more in scrums. He 
has played well in division matches". 


1.3. EARLY CAREER 


After leaving school at 18, Bucknall began his working life as an insurance clerk, living in 
lodgings together with his architect brother Arthur Bucknall (25), in the Butler household in 
Knights Hill Row, Lambeth, London.’ Ten years later, in 1911, Bucknall (28) was working as a 
schoolmaster in a “county school” in Hampstead. At the time of the 1911 England Census, he 
visited the Percival family home at 48 Loudoun Road, St John’s Wood, London.° 


2. THE CARLISLE SCHOOLS 


1913 to 1917 

Harold Bucknall began his teaching career as Assistant Master at West Heath School, 
Hampstead, NW London, between 1910 and 1913.° Bucknall moved to Cumberland (now 
Cumbria). From May 1913 until 1915, Bucknall was the Assistant Master at Carlisle Grammar 
School’ and worked under Charles C.F.C. Padel, MA, an English educationalist and former 
headmaster of Ashby Grammar School in Leicestershire.® 
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Between 1915 and April 1917, Bucknall was the Acting Principal of Carlisle Grammar School, 
Preparatory Dept., located on Strand Road, Carlisle, Cumberland.’ Harold ‘Buckie’ Bucknall, as 
he was affectionately known, was regarded by some of his former pupils as “eccentric, with a 


talent for running boarding schools".'° 


Sposa a0 ceetoaee Advanced Search > Search Results > Record 7 
moe Sti ois es Sata roe Neon cio Fig. 1 Date of photograph of Harold Bucknall 


tolt 


ste anata at Carlisle Grammar School, Cumbria Archive 
~ Service Catalogue DX 1576 


Photographs - School Groups 


Title 
iption ith pupis [3]with correspondence) 
fasie High School cast of the ‘production of The Water Babies [1917], Goodwin Schoo! 


Chow at Festival [undated], Chudren and staff at St Bede's Schoo! [not dated} 
Some tems not dated 


1917 to 1927 
In July 1917, Bucknall was appointed Headmaster of Carlisle Preparatory School for boys by 


Mr C.F.C. Padel, the headmaster of Carlisle Grammar School (1912-1932). Carlisle Preparatory 
School was located at 12 & 14 Victoria Place, Carlisle. Boys between the ages of six and 142 
were prepared for entrance into public schools or a life in the Royal Navy. Bucknall held this 
post till 1927." 
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2.1. SWEDISH DRILL 


The advertisement below confirms that Bucknall had already introduced daily Swedish Drill 
exercises into the school curriculum by 1920. Pehr Ling’s system of rational gymnastics, '* was 
already in use by London Board Schools in 1881, and in Bristol, Manchester and Leeds in 
1889. 


Bucknall may well have heard of these drills through his connection with Bristol Grammar 
School (BGS). In 1908, Mr Norwood, the headmaster of BGS, referred to Swedish Drill in a 
speech, saying that such exercises would be an essential way to maintain a boy’s physical 
condition (paraphrased).'? This suggests it was introduced later. 

Or, more likely, he knew of the Hampstead Physical Training College and Gymnasium for 
Women at Broadhurst Gardens, South Hampstead, London, established by Martina Bergman- 
Osterberg, the woman accredited to have introduced Swedish Drill into British schools." 


Whichever was the case, Swedish Drill was to become a daily feature of physical education 
in both of Bucknall’s Sussex schools in the 1940s. 


SUUEEUTATOEEGELTOEATEE FEU UVUU TAME EUEG SOURED EEL UTED EEE TTA EEE PEEUI SU SUEEEE EHO 


Carlisle Preparatory School 
Day Boys & Boarders from 6—15 prepared 


2 CARLISLE DIRECTORY. 


Carlisle Preparatory School, 


VICTORIA PLACE. for the Public Schools and Royal Navy 
oe ————___ 
Day Boys ant Bo: aa 6—143 arr aapeemd v0 wf thew total ws valve of £405 per am im Juby, 1923. 
prepared for the Public Schools and Mes M. DUCKNAL Pipl Morraary Soke Vier Pace, 
so sieriome Royal Navy. . . . . 


Carlisle Directory, 1923 


Principal: Mr. H. BUCKNALL. 
nssisteD oY 
Mr. W. P. BALDWIN, B.A, LL.D. (Hons.) 


Carlisle Preparatory School. 


Day Boys & Boarders from s—15 prepared 


Miss E. de COURCY ORR, B.A. for the Public Schools & Royal Navy. 
Miss F. M. MILES ( BAP 'SROBEETUSRIE ) Tea Open Scholarships of Exhibitions of the total yaive of £850 per ann. 
Miss F. L. WEBB, A.R.C.M. cast erase 
fa Pree Oe Oe meat my 
PROSPECTUS ON APPLICATION. Mem pocnaisFrocon. Propioy fen Fer Pe, a 


Carlisle Directory, 1927 
CARLISLE DIRECTORY. 45 


CARLISLE PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
(12 & 14 Victoria Place). 


_ Boarders and Day-Boys. Pnocipal, Mr. H. Backnall, assisted by 

, W. P. Baldwin, BA. Hons.), LL.D. ; Miss E. Orr, B.A; Miss M. F. 

tea. her Certificate Nat. Froebel Union, and a highly qualified staff. 
for 


‘a and Iodivetval Attention. 
> ‘plenty of ovtdoor exercise, For prospectus apj 


pp. 12 & 45 Carlisle Directory, 1920 


Fig 2 Carlisle Directories, 1920 (left & middle), and inside cover of Manual of Swedish Drill (1889) 


Marriage 

On 22 April 1919, Harold Bucknall (36), "schoolmaster", married 34-year-old vicar’s daughter, 
Kathleen Mary Burton (b. Upwell, Norfolk, Q4 1883; d. 28 Nov 1975, Haywards Health, Sussex) 
in St Mary the Great Church, Cambridgeshire. The service was officiated by Kathleen's father, 
Alfred Burton, the Vicar of Stetchworth. The Church of England wedding was witnessed by 
Alfred Bernard Bucknall Eyre, 2nd Lieutenant, Arthur Bucknall, brother, and Margaret S. Burton, 
Kathleen's elder sister. '° 


The couple were to have no children of their own. Instead, they adopted. 
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3. BUCKNALL’S PHILOSOPHY 


3.1. GUIDELINES FOR ASPIRING GENTLEMEN (1917) 


In 1916, while the Acting Principal at Carlisle Preparatory School, Harold Bucknall wrote a book 
called Be A Man! A Word In Season to Junior Boys.'° The book, published in 1917, was 
aimed at prep-school boys aged six to 15, and contains guidelines for aspiring gentlemen. 


Bucknall approached Sir John D. McClure LLD, D.Mus., the headmaster of Mill Hill School, to 
write the preface. Bucknall “affectionately” dedicated the book to the Wolf Cubs at Carlisle 
Grammar School, and is a nod to Kipling’s poem "IF", which ends with "you'll be a Man, my 
son!" 


Fig. 1 Front cover, dedication and contents of Harold Bucknall's book ‘Be A Man!’ 


3.2. BUCKNALL’S VICTORIAN VALUES 


The theme of Kipling’s poem “IF"—cultivating a high moral compass by which to live a virtuous 
life—permeated Bucknall’s philosophy. Bucknall’s aim was to improve boys’ ethical, moral and 
spiritual education, not just their academic results. To that end, he advocated the middle-class 
Victorian values he had grown up with: duty, personal improvement, a strong work ethic and 
stoicism (self-control; stiff upper lip). To be a man, you also needed to be companionable, 
courteous and sympathetic. 


3.3. A BOY’S GOALS 


A boy's goal was to be gentlemanly and sporting (fair-minded). Boys needed to develop a 
moral compass to become a man. This meant emulating good habits like being honest, 
honourable, generous, unselfish, sporting, industrious and kind. Bad habits included idleness 
and sneaking. "A sporting boy would rather bite his cheek than turn [ed. into] a sneak". 
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3.4. THE SCHOOL’S GOALS 


The school's goals were to achieve good academic results, turn boys into gentlemen and 
ensure boys found good, useful professions. 


3.5. TWO TYPES OF SCHOLARS 


Boys had a duty to work hard at school in order to realise their parents’ ambition of seeing 
their sons become honest, industrious boys. There were two types of scholars: the ‘confirmed 
slacker’ and the ‘steady, reliable plodder’. Slackers were lazy boys who muddle through classes, 
have short concentration spans and make slow progress. Steady plodders, however, swotted, 
were achievers and competitive. Slackers would end up working as clerks in third-rate, badly 
paid jobs.'” The good jobs were to be had in the Royal Navy and the Civil Service. 


3.6. DEALING WITH BULLIES 


To be a man, you had to be courageous. "A brave boy", Bucknall wrote, "is one of the finest 
things on God's earth". You deal with a bully by hitting him back, not by turning the other 
cheek, otherwise you would never learn to be courageous and the bullying would never stop. 


3.7. HARDENING UP 


Boys also needed to harden up. This involved keeping fit, having plenty of exercise, playing 
lots of contact sports and accepting corporal punishment “unflinchingly". He believed sports 
and physical exercise were character-forming and promoted manliness. Cold water made boys 
healthier, brighter and work better. Bucknall awarded prizes to boys who took cold baths in 
the morning during the summer term! 


3.8. HOBBIES AND SPIRITUAL EDUCATION 


Bucknall encouraged boys to take up hobbies as they made you “a happier and more 
enthusiastic person". Boys need to develop a taste for the "better things" [ed. in life]. Good 
books improved your mind and positively influenced behaviour and inspired higher ideals. 
Boys need to turn themselves into decent Christian gentlemen", and be willing to help 
someone", if they ask for help. 


Note: This is not intended to be a critique of his book, merely a summary of its main tenets. 
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4. THE YORKSHIRE SCHOOL 


4.1. TERRINGTON HALL 


Bucknall left Cumbria in 1927 to take up a new post as Principal of Terrington Hall 
Preparatory School,'® situated in Terrington, a village set in the Howardian Hills of North 
Yorkshire. The school was established in 1921.'9 In 1929, Terrington Hall was still the residence 
of Harold Bucknall. He rented the property from its owner, G. Leonard Thompson Esq. 
Bucknall was still resident in 1933.7° 


4.2. OPEN-AIR SCHOOL 


By 1924, the school, a former Georgian rectory situated 300 feet above sea level, was being 
used as an open-air school, and referred to itself as a sanitorium. Open-air schools were built 
to prevent or combat the spread of tuberculosis and improve pupils’ health by exposing them 
to high altitude, fresh air, exercise and rest. According to Kelly's Directory for 1937, the 
school also offered boys “an abundance of the best food and Grade “A” Tuberculin Tested 
milk” (healthy diet). By 1938, the school offered modern, suntrap classrooms, graduate staff, 
a notable health record, scholarship successes, a swimming pool, a carpenter's shop, a well- 
equipped gym and a hospital-trained matron. 


Yorkshire Post and Leeds Intelligencer - Saturday 08 
January 1938 


TERRINGTON HALL) 


NEAR CASTLE HOWARD, 14 miles from York. 
BOYS’ PREPARATORY SCHOOL 


Se ip successes. 
Moderate Fees. Prospectus from T. B. Littlewood, B.A. 


Fig. 4 Advert to attract 
new pupils 


Photo 2: Terrington Hall, North Yorkshire 


4.3. BUCKNALL RESIGNS 


Bucknall resigned as headmaster of Terrington Hall sometime in 1937. His resignation is 
recorded in the Teachers Registration Council's register, but no termination date is given. The 
school's advert of January 1938 (above) indicates that Bucknall’s position had already been 
taken by T.B. Littlewood MA, IAPS.”* During 1938, the school had a high turnover of principals. 
In March 1939, the Board of Education inspected the school and declared that the school was 
now “efficient”, implying that the school had been running inefficiently under several 
principals. 
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5. BUCKNALL’S TWO SUSSEX SCHOOLS 


5.1. TAVISTOCK HALL (1940) 


Nothing is known of Bucknall’s whereabouts between 1937 and late 1939. However, in late 
September 1939, he was the headmaster of, and living at, Tavistock Hall, Heathfield, with 
Jack Bucknall, his 16-year-old adopted son. Harold's wife, Kathleen, was not living with them 
there.” 


On 5 January 1940, Malcolm Tattersall and Harold Bucknall jointly founded Tavistock Hall 
Preparatory School Ltd, a preparatory school for day boys and boarders between the ages of 
four and 14. The two directors launched the company with a share capital of £100 pounds in 
100 shares each worth £1.?? The school was accommodated in an old Victorian house and 
outbuildings in Heathfield, East Sussex. On 11 May 1940, Tattersall was fined £1 for displaying 
a light [ed. assume during blackout hours] at Tavistock Hall. As he was the person fined, the 
assumption is that he was the owner of Tavistock Hall in mid-1940. 


aatbaavie Harald “Saturday oe October 1540 However, as Bucknall was already headmaster of Tavistock Hall 
EDUCATIONAL ony in 1939, according to that year's census, Malcolm Tattersall was 
vacancies tor hoy boarders aged ¢—1¢, Most probably Bucknall’s right-hand man and the contact 


Shiner inside schoo! bullding: moder> person in school advertisements. In October 1940, a school 
ate fees.—Tattersall. 


—__— advert indicates that it had taken precautions to protect its 
pupils during wartime by erecting an air-raid shelter inside the school building. 


The school had an outdoor swimming pool, a very outdated gymnasium and a football 
field with a “fairly steep, sideward slope”, which required “developing a special technique to 
keep the ball between the lines. Discipline was quite strict and physical punishment did 


occur”.*4 


Photo 3 Tavistock Hall in an advert in Schools Handbook (Sussex, England), 1964 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith BSc The Netherlands 


C)\OSO CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 3: BUCKNALL’S SCHOOLS & THE WARDS Page |10 


The rumour that the school had been relocated from Tavistock, Devon, is a myth.” In reality, 
Bucknall moved from a school in Yorkshire with the same initials “TH”, and that is probably 
where the confusion began. 


5.2. WARTIME CONDITIONS AT TAVISTOCK HALL 


The conditions for boarders at Tavistock Hall during its first five years were austere, largely 
due to the outbreak of the WWII. According to a former pupil who boarded first at 
Tavistock Hall School in 1943 and then transferred to Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School in 
1945 when he was five, "the teachers were kind and the headmaster extremely so".”° But 
the wartime diet of "swedes, turnips and cabbage was poor..." [ed. due to food shortages and 
rationing] "... and the boys suffered from boils and chilblains in the winter, due to the poor 


diet and the damp. Boarders were always cold and lonely".2’ 


5.3. NEW HEAD OF TAVISTOCK HALL (1944) 


In May 1944, Harold Bucknall appointed Yorkshireman, John Raymond Ward, the new 
headmaster of Tavistock Hall Preparatory School, and in doing so, Ward became one of the 
country’s youngest headmasters. It is assumed that by 1944, Malcolm Tattersall, the original 
co-director of Tavistock Hall, had sold his shares in the school business and resigned his 
directorship. 


5.4. SKIPPERS HILL MANOR SCHOOL (1945) 


On 30 October 1945, Harold Bucknall, described in the conveyance as a "Schoolmaster’”® 


residing at Tavistock Hall, Heathfield", bought the ‘Skippers Hill Estate’, which included the 
dwelling house referred to in the plan as the Manor House and a large plot of land opposite, 
on which Foyes Cottage was built later, from Noel Lawrence Harris, a timber merchant living 
at Lawrence House, Crowborough, for £6,000, equivalent to £213,270 in 2017.7 In doing so, 
Bucknall founded Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School and became its first headmaster, 
adding a second Sussex preparatory school to his portfolio. 


Note school signboard and fire-escape ladder to parapet (see Gallery) 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith BSc The Netherlands 


CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 3: BUCKNALL’S SCHOOLS & THE WARDS Page |11 


Fig. 5 The Plan of the ‘Skippers Hill Estate’, 1945 conveyance 


showing the land purchased outlined in red 


5.5. SCHOOL REPAIRS AT SKIPPERS (1947) 


In March 1947, Harold Bucknall applied to Lloyds Bank, Heathfield, for a loan of £155 (+ £5,500 
in 2017) to pay for repairs and improvements to the fabric of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory 
School. 


The left note reads: 

“March, 17" 1947: Report - estimated valuation of the freehold property Skippers Hill, Five 
Ashes, East Sussex, belonging to H. Bucknall Esq., made for the purpose of advising [ ? ] 
Lloyds Bank as to an advance. Present value with vacant possession £8,500. Present investment 
value: £5,750. Pre-war value with vacant possession: £4,000”. [When Bucknall wrote down the 
pre-war value, it is assumed he knew what Mrs Nicholson had sold Skippers Hill for in 1944. 
This would need to be verified from the relevant conveyance]. 


Based ona scribbled note he made at the time, the loan was needed to repair, among other 
things, the southwest-facing side of the manor’'s thatched roof, install central heating, add a 

with several basins and showers, improve the , purchase 60 square metres 
of timber for [ed. exterior] walls of , Upgrade the facilities and buy stock 
[ed. assume chairs, tables, desks, blackboards, cupboards].*' 


Note: Rooms and spaces at Skippers Hill Manor are coloured 
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Fig. 6 Left: Harold Bucknall’s valuation of Skippers Hill Manor in connection with bank loan. 


Right: Inventory of school stock to be purchased with loan (p. 1). 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, Falmer, East Sussex, Ref: WAT 3-760-16 
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Fig. 7 Inventory of school stock to be purchased with loan (p. 2) 
Courtesy of the ESRO, The Keep, East Sussex, Ref: WAT 3-760-16 
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5.6. SCHOLASTIC ADVERT (1950) 


In July 1950, Harold Bucknall started advertising the school in two London newspapers: 
Chelsea News & General Advertiser and Westminster & Pimlico News,** clearly targeting two of 
the more affluent areas of London. The advert was placed under the category Scholastic: 


“SKIPPERS HILL MANOR Preparatory School, Five Ashes, Tunbridge Wells, for 
boys from 5 to 14; first-class education; 20 acres of playing fields, orchards, 
vegetable gardens, swimming pool; moderate all-in fee. Prospectus from 
Headmaster.” 


5.7. HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION ADVERT (1950) 


In a bid to generate new revenue streams to supplement the income from school fees, 
Harold Bucknall started advertising holiday accommodation at the school during the Easter 
and Summer holidays as early as 1950.*? The advertisements targeted families with young 
boys in West London aged between 6 and 14 years of age. Advertisements offered a 
“delightful holiday home” in a well-equipped school in Sussex and “every care and 
attention” in the months of April or August and September. The offering included cricket, 
swimming, excursions and, optionally, coaching. Interested parents could apply to the “Head 
Master, Skippers Hill School, Five Ashes, Tunbridge Wells”. Cost: 3.5 guineas per week (1950); 
4 guineas per week (1951).*4 


In the 1960s, Jack Bucknall was to replicate his stepfather’s formula by advertising holiday 
accommodation at Tavistock Hall, offering young boys lessons, sports and various excursions. 
The summer-holiday-school enterprise was branded Tavistock Hall Holiday Home. 


See also: George E. Lagas in ‘Old Boys’ Recollections — Tavistock Hall’. 


Comment 

It would seem that Skippers could not make up its mind whether it was located in Sussex or in 
Kent. It seems likely that the (Royal) Tunbridge Wells (Kent) address was deliberately used in 
advertisements to add to the school’s prestige. Moreover, few Londoners would have known 
where the hamlet of Five Ashes or Mayfield village were. 


6. JACK BUCKNALL 


6.1. STEPSON MARRIES INTO MAGNER FAMILY 


He was born Jack Pope on 21 August 1923 at 37 Clarence Place, Kingsdown, Bristol, Avon. He 
was adopted by Harold and Kathleen Bucknall who changed his name to Bucknall.*° 


In August 1950, Jack Bucknall, who was then residing in Putney, London, married 23-year-old 
Anne Maria Magner, a school nurse residing at Tavistock Hall, Heathfield, Sussex. Bucknall 
was Vice Master at Skippers in December 1950 when he became a Fellow of the Royal 
Geographical Society.?° He had a BSc in Economics (university not identified). 
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The marriage took place at The Catholic Church of our Lady of Pity and St Simon Stock, Putney, 
London. The marriage certificate describes Bucknall as a school teacher at a private school [i.e. 
Skippers]. His wife, Anne Maria Magner, was born in 1926 in Clonmel, Ireland. The certificate 
also recorded Harold Bucknall as the ‘father’ [ed. an error] and 
head teacher at a private school [i.e. Skippers]. 


The ceremony was solemnised in the presence of John R. Ward [ed. 
headmaster at Tavistock Hall] and Josephine Magner. Anne Magner 
was the sister of Maureen Magner, John Ward's wife. The certificate 
shows that their father, Maurice Magner (deceased), had been a 
teacher.?” 


Photo 5 Jack Bucknall 78 


6.2. JACK BUCKNALL’S PARKING FINE (1951) 


In April 1951, Jack Bucknall appeared before Alderman C.E. Westbrook (presiding) at the 
Magistrates’ Court in Tunbridge Wells, and was fined £1 for parking his Ford special sports 
car in Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, at an angle so that it held up traffic.?° 
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7. WAR HERO JOINS SKIPPERS 


7.1. TEACHER DRUNK AND INCAPABLE 


On Tuesday, 20 May 1952, an Irish-born teacher 
living at “Skippers Hill School", narrowly escaped 
being run over by a police car which went to fetch 
him as he was staggering about in the road drunk at 
Five Ashes. 


It is likely he had just left the Five Ashes Inn, a 17‘ 
century, timber-framed public house close to 
Skippers. That same day, the teacher, Edward Gerald 
Joseph Denvir, a former Army Lieutenant, 
appeared at Mark Cross Court and pleaded guilty to 
being drunk and incapable on a public road. He was 
fined 10 shillings.”° 


Denvir was born at House No. 21, West Beach, on 18 
September 1898, in Queenstown, Clonmel, Cork, 
southwest Ireland. During the Great War, 2nd 
Lieutenant Denvir was attached to the "A" Battery of 
94 Brigade, Royal Field Artillery under the 
command of 21st Division. 


Photo 6 Lieutenant Edward Denvir, M.C. R.F.A. 


On 15 September 1916, at the "Switch Trench" near High Wood on the Somme—the first day 
of the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, a phase of the Somme offensive*'—Denvir “brought back 
invaluable information from the front line while under very heavy fire”. For displaying great 
courage and determination throughout the operations and for that act of conspicuous 
gallantry in action, Denvir was awarded the Military Cross in 1916.47 


Denvir remained in the Army after the Great War and was awarded the General Service Medal 
(1918) with the Iraq clasp (1919-1920).4? However, the medal was returned to the awarding 
authority by the General Post Office. 


By 1955, Denvir had left Skippers to take up a new teaching position at Ewell Castle School, 
another preparatory school for boys, in Epsom, Surrey. It is not known what subjects he taught 
at either school. It is thought that he died in Surrey in Q1 1956. 


THE MAGNER-DENVIR CONNECTION 


As Anne Magner and Lieutenant Denvir were both from Clonmel, Ireland, it seems likely that 
the Magner and Denvir families knew one another. That connection would have helped Denvir 
gain his teaching position at Skippers in ca. 1952. 
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8. MARKETING SKIPPERS HILL MANOR (1953) 


The advert in the 1953 edition of Paton's List of 
Schools shows that Harold Bucknall, aged 70, was still 
the headmaster of Skippers in 1952. It is thought that 
he stepped down from his position as headmaster 
after the 1953’s edition of the Schools Handbook was 
published. In 1953, Paton's List of Schools published 
an advertisement for Skippers Hill Manor. \t shows 
that Harold Bucknall was a Member of the Royal 
Society of Teachers. 


Skippers Hitt Manor, 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL FoR Boys, 


There were 65 boys at Skippers in July 1952 between 


FIVE ASHES, Neax TUNBRIDGE WELLS. 


eee le ee ; the ages of 6 and 13 (see photos in Gallery). 


Key marketing words: Location; being 460 ft above 
sea level (elevation); sports facilities; happy 
atmosphere; public school examinations; 
scholarships; boarders; bracing climate; fresh air; 
nutrition; exercise. The bolded words were features 
of the open-air schools of the 1920s and 1930s. Head 
Master: H. Bucknall M.R.S.T. 


Fig. 8 Paton’s List of Schools, 1953 


Fees: 150 guineas (£157.50) per annum, including all necessary expenses. The only additional 
costs were for optional subjects. In 2017 terms, annual fees were equivalent to £3,758. 


9. THE WARDS’ ERA 


9.1. CHANGING OF THE GUARDS 


In 1953, Harold Bucknall stepped down to make way for his stepson and Vice Master, Jack 
Bucknall, who briefly took over as headmaster and taught geography. As to Jack Bucknall’s 
short spell as headmaster, a former Skippers boy wrote to me saying: “I suspect that old man 
Bucknall realised that Ward was a much better headmaster and wanted Skippers to be a success 
[ed. profitable] and so was keen to get JB out of there”. 


The following year, 1954,“* Harold Bucknall appointed John Raymond Ward headmaster of 
Skippers. John Ward and his wife Maureen Eileen Magner (Cork, 1919-2007), who together 
had run Tavistock Hall for 10 years from 1944 and had turned the school into a successful 
business, were moved from Tavistock Hall to take over the management of Skippers. 
By contrast, Skippers had been running at a loss under the Bucknalls. Jack Bucknall took over 
as headmaster of Tavistock Hall from JR Ward, and, as it turned out, the Wards succeeded in 
turning Skippers into a profitable business.*° 
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WARD’S BACKGROUND 


In May 1944, John Raymond Ward (Wakefield, Yorkshire, 1921-2002) was a Senior Master at 
Arnold Lodge Preparatory School in Royal Leamington Spa, Warwickshire,*® where he taught 
geography and most probably history. 


Later that same year, Ward moved to East Sussex and took over as headmaster of Tavistock 
Hall Preparatory School from Harold Bucknall. In doing so, he became one of the country’s 
youngest headmasters at the age of 23. 


When applying for Fellowship of the Royal Geographical Society in June 1944, Ward 
supported his application by saying "as a teacher of geography, | have a keen interest in 
geographical research, in the study of historical geography, and in the new methods for 
presenting the subject to pupils".*” 


HM Inspectors of Schools who audited Skippers in the late 1960s described Ward as "a man 
of integrity, a good teacher and aware of current trends in education".*® 


See also: ‘Prep School Life (1960s)' in Part 4. 


10. TEACHING APPOINTMENTS 


As the school’s new head, JR Ward made many new teaching appointments in the 1950s. 
Maureen Ward was involved in recruiting and managing other positions within the school. 


10.1. COLONEL FARO 


Colonel Faro, as he was known to schoolboys and schoolmasters, was appointed to the 
residential post of Assistant Master and joined Skippers in the Summer Term of 1956. 
He taught French, Latin (and later Greek) in the scholarship class. Faro, a bachelor, had 
served in both World Wars and, as it turns out, lied about his final military rank. 


Before Skippers, he had been the deputy head at Dockenfield Manor School, Farnham, Surrey, 
a school with a history of child abuse. He enjoyed punishing mischievous boys with a leather 
slipper. He slept in a room above the school library. The Wards, on the other hand, did not 
sleep in the school building. They slept in a house across the road from the school. By 1960, 
Faro had been promoted to deputy head. 


lllllll=lese=qra—a_—_—_—_————————— 
EDUCATIONAL 


ASSISTANT MASTER required in boys pre 
paratory shool, to teach Latin ae 


games —Apply Headmaster. Skippers Hill 
Manor. Five Ashes, Mayficid, Sumex. 


Fig. 9 Advert for Assistant French & Latin teacher *° 


See also Part 4 and the biography Finding Faro. 
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10.2. JOHN RICHARD MANDER 


In December 1955, the Wards advertised for a resident Maths Master to start in January 1956. 
A “good salary” was offered. The post was advertised again in January (Eastbourne Gazette) 
and April 1956 (Sevenoaks Chronicle; Kentish Advertiser). 


John Richard Mander, a bachelor, Royal Naval Reservist and chain-smoker, was still doing his 
National Service on minesweepers when he applied for the post. On completing his National 
Service in June 1956, he joined Skippers in the Autumn Term of 1956. He taught geography 
and mathematics and ran the Sea Scout Troop. He slept in a flat (room) under the roof on 
the west side of the school’s Sussex tile-hung, C19th extension. 


See more in Part 4 and the biography Finding Mander. 
10.3. WARWICK PERCY CURTIS (1954) 


On 21 August 1954, Warwick Percy Curtis, a New Zealand teacher aged 23, arrived at Tilbury 
Docks aboard the SS Otranto from Sydney, Australia. Curtis was born in Auckland, New Zealand 
on 23 June 1931. His parents were Percy Henry Curtis (1888-1968) and Hilda Dinah Hogg. He 
remained in the UK from August 1954 till late 1956. While in England on a “working holiday”, 
he applied for a teaching vacancy at Skippers. Subject taught unknown. It is assumed that he 
was appointed by Ward in 1954 after a short settling-in period in the UK. While at the school, 
he met Phyllis Anna Teresa Morrell who was working there as a resident lady matron. Mr 
Curtis and Miss Morrell fell in love and got married in Uckfield in April 1955. 


Amonth after the couple married, Phyllis Curtis was taken ill and admitted to hospital, 
probably in Tunbridge Wells. The 5** Form boys at Skippers wrote get-well-soon letters to her, 
which demonstrates the affection the boys held for their absent school matron. Among the 
boys who sent the group letter were: Peter Faulkner, John Bayne, Maurice Boyd, JP Duncan, 
R. Simpson, A. Walsh, RM Arnold, MT Karlon and PA Furneaux.°° 


On 16 January 1956, Phyllis Curtis gave birth to a baby girl: Corinne B. Curtis. On 21 December 
1956, Warwick, Phyllis and Corinne Curtis sailed for Wellington, New Zealand, travelling first 
class. The Curtis family settled initially in Te Wera, Taraniki, North Island (1957). Warwick Curtis 
remained a teacher all his working life and passed away on 17 June 1998 in Hawke's Bay, New 
Zealand, aged almost 67, leaving behind Phyllis (aka ‘Pat’) and five children.°' 


10.4. MAUREEN WARD’S APPOINTMENTS 


Maureen Ward appointed and managed the matrons as well as the kitchen, cleaning and 
linen room personnel. The Situations Vacant columns of Sussex and Kent newspapers in the 
mid-1950s, indicate that she had a full-time job advertising, interviewing and hiring all the 
domestics, kitchen workers and lady matrons. On top of that, she was also responsible for 
feeding arrangements and overseeing the boys’ welfare. 
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MATRONS, DOMESTICS AND KITCHEN PERSONNEL 


On 31 December 1954, an advert appeared in the Sussex Express & County Herald, for a 
“Married Couple required immediately for domestic work. Use of caravan. Good wages. Apply 
Mrs Ward". There were also regular advertisements for cooks: three adverts in 1954 and two 
in 1955. The position, which required someone “experienced with numbers”, offered 
“accommodation, good wages, long holidays with pay and beautiful surroundings”. However, 
the frequency of advertising for cooks and other positions, suggests there may have been a 
systemic issue with retention. 


In mid-1955, Mrs Ward urgently sought a resident Assistant Matron. The successful candidate 
was “required immediately” to cover the absence of the school’s matron who had been taken 
ill (Pat Morrell). The post offered a “good salary, an interesting post and excellent holidays”. 
The frequency and geographical spread of these advertisements highlights the school’s 
desperation,** but also shows how difficult the market in matrons and cooks was then. The 
school’s remoteness, three miles from Mayfield, would have required applicants to live-in, or 
at least be mobile. Such factors would have affected the number of applications. 


10.5. OTHER APPOINTMENTS 


During the 1950s, the Wards also advertised for one F/T Gardener and one P/T Gardener in 
the Sussex Express and Eastbourne Gazette in late April 1955. Both candidates were “required 
immediately” and both positions offered “good wages” and were optionally live-in or non- 
residential. Other professionals sought by the school then included a resident Houseman- 
Boilerman “wanted to start in September” (Sussex Express & CH, Aug 1955), a professional 
boxing instructor (Oct 1954) to work one half day a week giving lessons to prep-school 
boys,°? a music teacher to teach singing and piano (1958), and a Science Mistress to teach 
GCE to ‘O’ Level (Apr 1958). 


11. WANTED ADS 


During the 1950s, the Wards made many purchases on behalf of the school, and placed many 
“Wanted” adverts in local newspapers. Here is a small sample. 1. Billiards Table wanted with 
accessories, reasonable price. Apply Headmaster (Sussex Express & CH, Apr 1955). 2. Lawn 
mower wanted immed. Write condition and price to Headmaster (Sussex Express & CH, May 
1957). 3. Small caravan wanted. Must be cheap. Wanted immed. Contact Headmaster. (Kent 
& Sussex Courier, Feb 1957). 4. Wanted to hire: small lake or stretch of water suitable for 
canoeing, within 20-mile radius. Particulars to Headmaster. (Sussex Express & CH, May 1957). 
The lake was required by the Sea Scouts and John Mander, who needed a place where sea 
scouts could practise their canoeing and sailing skills. 


Further details on Item 4 in the biography Finding Mander. 
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12. JACK BUCKNALL’S SCHOOL 


12.1. TAVISTOCK HALL ADVERT (1955) 


When Jack Bucknall took over as headmaster of Tavistock Hall, he marketed the school in 
much the same way as his stepfather had positioned Skippers Hill Manor. The wording of the 
ad shows that Tavistock Hall was more or less a carbon copy of Skippers, except that 
Jack Bucknall would run the school with his wife whereas his stepfather’s wife was never 
involved. Former schoolboys remember Jack Bucknall using the cane liberally to punish boys.*4 


The promotional ad in the 1955 Schools Handbook (Sussex, England), described Tavistock Hall 
as a preparatory school that stood in “extensive grounds amid pines and firs, 600 feet above 
sea level". The school offered boys a “liberal and well-balanced diet" and a "very healthy and 
bracing environment, suitable for the healthy care and education of young gentlemen". 


Photo 7 Tavistock Hall, Schools Handbook (Sussex), 1955 


The school's ideals included offering a happy 
atmosphere, full scope for individual development and 
high educational achievements. Mrs Anne Bucknall was 
personally responsible for the health and care of the boys 
and for feeding arrangements, assisted by three 
Lady Matrons. Like Skippers, Tavistock Hall prepared 
boys for Common Entrance and scholarship examinations 
for admission into public schools and nautical training 
colleges. [ed. Royal Navy]. The school encouraged 
hobbies that would give boys "pleasure and instruction" 
and offered "many active clubs". Riding instruction and 
piano lessons were available. Boys could learn to swim in 
the school’s pool. There was a gymnasium, cricket and 
football pitches, a Cub Pack and a Sea Scout Troop.” 


Fig. 10 Tavistock Hall advert Schools Handbook1955 (see Gallery) 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith BSc The Netherlands 


C)\OSO CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 3: BUCKNALL’S SCHOOLS & THE WARDS Page |21 


There is no doubt that Tavistock Hall wanted to capitalise on the health and environmental 
benefits of the Sussex countryside by emphasising the features that characterised open- 
schools of the 1920s and 1930s, namely: the bracing climate (pine-enriched air), 600-foot- 
high downland (elevation), liberal, well-balanced meals (healthy diet) and a range of sports 
(exercise). 


13. SKIPPERS HILL MANOR 


13.1. BOOT CAMP 


JR Ward (head), Colonel Faro (deputy head) and Daniel Magner (teacher) together ran a 
boot camp at Skippers with an iron fist. The boot-camp side of the school was aimed at 
instilling discipline and obedience to authority, and included daily Swedish Drill exercises 
outside on the ‘Quad’,*® rough physical sports, strenuous cross-country runs, challenging 
gymnastic exercises and corporal punishment. What would now be regarded as physical 
abuse of pupils by teaching staff, was endemic in British prep-school life then, even at Skippers, 
and included the liberal use of the cane (Ward), leather slipper (Faro) on bare bottoms, 
rulering on boys’ palms (Dan Magner) and cat-o’-nine tails (prefects).°” 


See more in Part 4: Prep School Life (1960s): Crime & Punishment. 
13.2. TURKEY FARMER SPONSORS SCHOOL BROCHURE 


In the late 1950s, the owner of a turkey farm in the United States sponsored the production 
of a school brochure. It featured a series of photographs of 
the school, showing various aspects of school life and included 
a photograph of the school library.** | discovered that the 
owner of the turkey farm was retired Air Force Lieutenant 
Colonel Edmund Anthony Banellis, (aka ‘Ed’) who lived in 
Logan, Utah. His company sold smoked turkeys by mail 
order.* After receiving the school brochure, the farmer 
enrolled his son, Charles Edmund Banellis (b. 1948, Logan, 
Utah, d. 2003) in what was described as a “special British 
preparatory school for young boys called Skippers Hill Manor— 
a sea-scout school in Sussex, England”. 
Photo 8 Charles E. Banellis 


This was to be Banellis’ first naval training school. Banellis spent three years at Skippers, 
returning to the US in 1962. He graduated from the US Naval Academy, Maryland, in 1971, 
with a degree in engineering and German. He was commissioned an Ensign in the United 
States Navy's line officer corps and retired from his naval career in 1991 as a Lieutenant 
Commander. He went on to study Law, taught in a Business School and his many hobbies 
included butterflies and fossil hunting.°° 


@ See article: ‘One man markets smoked turkeys by mail’ in Gallery. 
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13.3. FOUNDER DIES (1956) 


Harold Bucknall died two years later of a muscle-degenerative disease at the Royal Northern 
Hospital, Islington, London, on 17 May 1956, aged 73. His address is recorded as Skippers Hill 
Manor Preparatory School for Boys. Interestingly, Bucknall’s home address is not recorded. He 
appointed his stepson and his wife, Kathleen Mary Bucknall, as the executors and trustees of 
his will. His effects were valued for probate at £12,432, which in today's (2017) money equates 
to around £297,000. 


13.4. SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS (1956) 


Photo 9 Part of a panorama photograph taken at Skippers, Summer Term 1956 °° 


Front row (L to R on chairs): Maureen Ward, J.R. Ward (headmaster), 
teacher with sunglasses, ‘Colonel’ Faro (bald) 
On grass at JR Ward's feet: his daughter K.A. Maxine Ward 
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Photo 11 Close-up of boys and their teachers, Skippers Hill Manor, Summer 1956 
(RIGHT) 
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Photo 12 Close-up of boys and teachers, Skippers Hill Manor, Summer Term 1956 (MIDDLE) 
Mary E. Mallon and Daniel Magner (circled) 


ye 


Courtesy of Peter Kirby-Higgs 
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Photo 13 Close-up of boys and teachers, Skippers Hill Manor, Summer Term 1956 (LEFT) 
Courtesy of Peter Kirby-Higgs 
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13.5. MARKETING SKIPPERS (EARLY 1960S) 


SCHOOLS ENGLAND 


In the early 1960s, Skippers under the Wards, positioned 
itself as a private school in 34 acres,°* with a cricket 
pitch, football grounds and a swimming pool. This 
advertisement no longer featured words that typically 
characterised open-air-schools which had often been 
used to position the Bucknall schools during the 1950s. 
The school was centrally heated and had gardens, 
playrooms and orchards. 


Boys were prepared for Common Entrance and 
scholarship examinations. Bursaries were offered to 
clever boys. Optional riding, piano and violin lessons 
were also available for an additional fee. 


SKIPPERS HILL MANOR 


There were clubs for boxing, shooting (air rifles), 
Meccano, crafts, stamp collecting, a Sea Scouts Group 


Fig. 11 Skippers Hill Manor advert and Wolf Cub Pack. A gymnasium was equipped with a 
in Schools Handbook, early 1960s stage for theatricals. Mrs Ward was in charge of the 
(see Gallery) kitchen and meals and responsible for the health and 


welfare of the boys, assisted by two “lady matrons’”. 
The headmaster was J.R. Ward, F.R.G.S.°? 
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14. OLD BOYS’ RECOLLECTIONS — TAVISTOCK HALL 


Former schoolboys who attended Tavistock Hall School in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s recall 
their time at the school with varying degrees of positivity and negativity. 


NB: Some recollections have been edited and/or abridged. 


Patrick O’Shea wrote (Jul 2004): 
See section ‘Wartime conditions at Tavistock Hall’ (see section 5.2). 


Jim Bell wrote (Feb 2019): 

| was a pupil at Tavistock Hall at the time King George died [ed. Feb 1952]. | remember all the 
wooden classrooms and the playing field, swimming pool and the woods where | walked with 
the headmaster, Mr Ward, and watched him shooting squirrels. 


Nicholas Barrett wrote (Apr 2019): 

| remember the Tavistock Hall of the 1960s as a particularly unpleasant place to be. Staff 
excessively spanked, slippered, rulered, caned, spitefully kicked, cruelly humiliated or touched 
students in their care. My feelings echo those of Richard W. Tagart who attended Summerhill 
Court, when he says he was not sorry to see his school razed to the ground. | was not sad at 
all to see Tavistock Hall closed and eventually turned into a housing estate.°° 


Dex wrote (Apr 2019) 
| loved this school although | heard Mr J Barnett was allegedly using his hands in the wrong 
places. 


George E. Lagas wrote (May 2019; supplemented in Jun 2022): 

TH was like a miniature United Nations, with boys from Holland, Germany, France, Italy, Brazil, 
Iraq and Iceland. | remember Francis Coppa (Italian), Wolfgang (?) von Waldhausen (German), 
Simon Rijpstra (Dutch) and Petter Lund (Dutch/Norwegian). The teachers | remember were Mr 
& Mrs. Bucknall, Mr Glass, Mr Perry and Mr Jarvis. Some of the staff were old-fashioned and 
quite authoritarian. Discipline was quite strict and physical punishment did occur occasionally. 
My dormitory was ‘Wymans’. During the summer holidays (1961, 1962, 1963), Tavistock Hall 
opened its doors to both British and foreign boys under the name Tavistock Hall Holiday Home 
(THHH). | was sent to THHH as an 11/12-year-old Dutch boy. Part of the time was spent on 
lessons in English and English manners (!) and the greater part on sports including cricket, 
soccer, swimming and gymnastics. The soccer pitch was on a fairly steep, sideward slope, which 
required a special technique in order to keep the ball between the lines. The outdoor pool was 
nice, but the gymnasium was very old-fashioned. Various excursions were organised to London 
and to the seaside resorts of Brighton, Eastbourne and Hastings. | have good and grateful 
memories of those holidays. 


Cyril (Posnansky) wrote (Jun 2020): 
| went to Tavistock and Skippers. 1942-1952. Loved them both.°” 


Richard Tolbert wrote (Sep 2021): 

| attended Tavistock Hall from 1958-1964, an African from Liberia. Conditions were severe with 
poor heating and lots of chilblains, but overall it offered a good education and was character- 
building.©° Jack Bucknall, his wife and family were good people. | knew his son Nicky [ed. John 
Nicholas Bucknall b. 1952, Tonbridge, Kent]. | found a good public school and ended up at 
Harvard in America.°? 
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Tony Druttman wrote (Nov 2021) 

My twin brother Mike and | were at Tavistock Hall. | was there from 1960 to 1962. Mike till 
1963. We both have very fond memories of the place. A few years ago | did a motorcycle trip 
to Heathfield and turned up a few hills from the main road to look for the school. Eventually, | 
stopped at a housing estate and asked an elderly lady if she could help me find the school. 
She said she remembered that it had been transformed into a housing estate. Such is the 
progress of time.” 


Mike Druttman wrote (Nov 2021): 

Looking back, | note what a mediocre school TH was. About 85 boys, so you knew everyone's 
name. Teachers would often change every term, it was that unstable. Academic record close 
to the bottom. But nowhere else did | have so much fun. Liberal use of the cane “Go to the 
headmaster!”. | remember what a decent and charming man Jack Bucknall was. | always forgave 
him for the reluctant caning he gave me, and always looked up to him. 


| remember the cold, miserable wooden classrooms in a long line with adjoining doors, which 
enabled the school mascot (a plump white bitch called Spot with back spots) to move from 
classroom to classroom on Tuck Box days, begging for sweets, and often getting them. Hence 
her porkiness. 


| recall the war films screened in the gym, when boys used to stretch out their arms afterwards 
pretending to be warplanes. | remember the sloping playing field leading down to the woods, 
the camp fires in the woods where we would all eat a kind of pastry goo roasted over a stick. 
There was an ultra-fat boy who would do a ‘bomb’ into the swimming pool and send half the 
water splashing outside. 


A young boy from Iran, | think, used to return to school with large bags of tasty pistachio nuts 
that we all enjoyed in the large dormitories. | remember the cold classrooms which had hot 
radiators at one end. At the end of lessons, we would rush to them to get warm. 


| remember the nice walks in formation on Sundays to the local church and back. In about 
1962, my mother visited the school bringing with her four cakes and a load of fantastic 
strawberry cream coating. She made them into one huge strawberry cake and covered it with 
fancy decorations and flowers, so the whole school could celebrate me and my twin brother's 
birthday.”' 


Jonathan David Hobbs wrote (Dec 2021): 

| was at Tavistock Hall in the mid-1960s and I’m sure | remember Nicholas Barrett. | agree 
entirely with what he says and am delighted that | left in 1967 and went to a state grammar 
school in North London. | would have loved to have been there to watch the school being 
razed to the ground. A horrible place: cold, miserable and brutal. No wonder. Each term, at 
least one ‘inmate’ made a bid for freedom and ran away only to be caught and returned.” 
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15. OLD BOYS’ RECOLLECTIONS — SKIPPERS HILL MANOR 


Former schoolboys who attended Skippers Hill Manor in the 1940s, 1950s and 1960s recall 
their time at the school with varying degrees of positivity and negativity. 


NB: Some recollections have been edited and/or abridged. 


Cyril Posnansky wrote (April 2021) 

| went to Tavistock Hall and Skippers Hill. Harold Bucknall was like a father to me during the 
war years. | never saw my mother again after going to Tavistock Hall as a border. When he 
purchased Skippers, | believe | was the school's first pupil. | attended Tavistock Hall with my 
sister in around 1942 and then to Skippers Hill Manor in 1945. | still have papers from the 
school. | was Head Boy when | left. | last met Harold Bucknall’s son [ed. stepson], Jack Bucknall, 
in 1973 while on a visit to the UK. | remember those years with gratefulness and Harold 
Bucknall’s kindness. | was the only Jewish boy and went on to Beaconsfield School in about 
1950. We used to march to a church near Mayfield on Sundays. Skippers used to play annual 
cricket and football matches against Beaconsfield. In 1957, | emigrated to Toronto, Canada.” 


Patrick J O’Shea wrote (Sep 2021): 

| have some letters between Harold Bucknall and my grandparents from 1949 to 1951 which | 
could dig out if that helps? | was at Skippers for seven years and barely saw JR Ward, who we 
boys knew only as the head at Tavistock Hall. | went on to found companies over the years.” 


Tony Druttman wrote (Nov 2021) 

There was a Welsh Collie [ed. Spot] that used to promenade the classrooms on Tuck Shop day. 
While on a motorcycle trip to Heathfield, | passed by Skippers Hill Manor in Five Ashes and saw 
the same green huts built on concrete blocks that serve as classrooms.”° 


Nick Webb wrote (Dec 2021) 

| was a border at SHM between 1964 and 1967. | have many vivid memories of the period, 
including many of the people mentioned on your website. | remember the Wards, their 
daughter Susie, Messrs. Magner and Mander, Col. Faro (“Colonel Bogey’), Mr. Burfield, Sylvia 
(cook), Victor Killick (handyman), as well as many of my fellow boarders. | still have my Sea 
Scout cap, belt, and badge. For many of the boarders, SHM was our first experience of living 
in the UK.’¢ 


Peter Kirby-Higgs and Andrew R. Pillar: see their interviews in Part 4. 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith BSc The Netherlands 


€)\OOO) cc ey-nc-np 40 


PART 3: BUCKNALL’S SCHOOLS & THE WARDS Page |31 


16.TRANSGRESSIONS 


After completing this multi-year research project, and having placed my findings on a 
dedicated website (now closed), new information came to light in 2022, revealing a darker side 
to Harold Bucknall, the founder of Skippers. My source’”’ clearly remembers Harold Bucknall 
sleeping in a large boys’ dormitory at Tavistock Hall. Bucknall, who occupied a huge bed in 
the middle of the dorm, invited some of the boys to share the bed with him. 


Also, one afternoon at Skippers, after Ward had become headmaster, Harold Bucknall had a 
group of naked and semi-naked boys dance around him on the lawn in front of the swimming 
pool. Bucknall himself was dressed when this took place. My source gleefully joined the group, 
but as he was fully clothed at the time, was sent away. 


My contact thinks that Ward must have got wind of Bucknall’s transgressive behaviour and put 
an end to it. “JR most probably got fed up with Bucknall’s little boy routines and gave him an 
ultimatum: ‘Either | run my school my way, or I’m leaving’. That would certainly fit with Ward's 
personality”. He added: “These events, and their underlying cause, were concealed and 
conveniently buried. | don’t know whether any parents got wind of those incidents, but they 
certainly explain Bucknall’s family dynamics i.e. why Mrs Bucknall was never there”. Apparently, 
“boys were not even aware that Harold Bucknall was married!” 
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17. GALLERY 
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Photo 14 Skippers Hill Manor School for Boys ca. 1945 (see endnotes) 
Note school signboard and fire-escape ladder to parapet 
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Photo 15 School sign at Skippers Hill contains the words “SCHOOL FOR BOYS” (just visible) 
Classroom block and fire-escape ladder present 
(date approx. 1945) 
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Fig. 12 The Plan of the ‘Skippers Hill Estate’ in the 1945 conveyance 


showing the land purchased outlined in red 
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Photo 16 Harold Bucknall with Wolf Cubs at Carlisle Grammar School, 1917 
Cumbria Archive Service, Cumbria County Council, Cumbria 
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Fig. 13 Paton’s List of Schools, 1953 
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SCHOOLS—ENGLAND 


Photo} [Roger Pain, Heathfield 


SKIPPERS HILL MANOR 


FIVE ASHES, MAYFIELD, SUSSEX, 
PREPARATORY ScHOOL FOR Boys. 
Telephone: Mayfield 2286. Station: Mayfield (B.R. S.R.), 
Number of boys : 80 boarders. 
Head Master :—J. R. Warv, F.R.G.S. 


HIRTY-FOUR acres of Cricket and Football Grounds, Gardens, 
Kitchen Gardens and Orchards. 
Swimming Pool, Riding lessons, Pianoforte lessons, Violin 
lessons, Boxing and Shooting. 

Boys are prepared for Common Entrance and Scholarship 
Examinations. Numerous successes over the last few years. The 
School has its own Wolf Cub Pack and Sea Scout Group. Hobbies 
are encouraged and there are clubs for Meccano, Stamps and Crafts. 
There is ample play-room accommodation and a gymnasium equipped 
with a stage for theatricals, 

Mrs. Ward is responsible for the health and care of the boys 
and all feeding arrangements, She is assisted by two lady matrons. 
Main water and electricity. Central heating throughout. 

Fees; 85 guineas a term inclusive. 

Prospectus from the Head Master. 

A few Bursaries offered each year to clever boys aged 8-104. 


Og: 


Fig. 14 Skippers Hill Manor advert Schools Handbook, early 1960s 
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Fig. 15 Tavistock Hall advert Schools Handbook, 1955 
Image deliberately blurred by seller on eBay 
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SCHOOLS - ENGLAND 
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Fig. 16 Advert marketing Tavistock Hall, Heathfield 
Schools Handbook (Sussex, England) for 1964 
Image deliberately blurred by seller on eBay 
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Ed Banellis’ Turkey Farm Article - p1 


business for 
yourself 


“BANELLIS OF UTAH” 


ELLING smoked turkeys which you had 

raised yourself might not be your selection 
for a business of your own if you had no expe- 
rience at it. But you would not be making a 
bad choice if you were able to do as well as 
Ed Banellis, former Air Force captain, late of 
New York City and now of Logan, Utah. 

Banellis’ smoked-turkey business isn’t out of 
the woods, but its ambitious founder is confi- 
dent that it is well on its way. Last year, his 
first, Banellis sold exactly 164 birds, mostly to 
friends. This year he expects to sell at least 
2,000. He is spending $1,200 on small-scale na- 
tional advertising and he is sending out thou- 
sands of personal letters to potential customers. 

“Banellis of Utah” is the trade name under 
which the business is operated. Banellis is so 
confident of the future of his smoked-turkey 
business that he is already gathering material 
for a book, Smoked Turkey for Connoisseurs, 
which he expects to publish early next year. He 
will cover the history of smoked turkey, the 
several methods of preparing it and the prob- 
lems involved in starting and operating a 
smoked-turkey business. 

Banellis, his wife and their two children 
settled in the little town of Logan in high 
Cache Valley in northern Utah in September 
1947, after driving across the continent in a 
truck from their home in the East. They knew 
that Utah was ideal for turkey raising—it stands 
eighth in turkey production—and they picked 
it as the place in which to establish a new 
home and a new business. 

Banellis grew up on a dairy farm at Tunk- 
hannock, Pa. He had raised poultry as a hobby 
for 25 years, and after he left the Air Force 
early in 1947 he decided to go into the smoked- 
turkey business. Before starting out for Utah, 
he and his wife spent four months studying all 


November 1949 


One man markets smoked turkeys by mail 


phases of poultry raising at the New York 
State Pheasant Farm at Ithaca. 

Banellis began in a small way with only 
$5,000 capital, a handful of turkeys, and a fam- 
ily recipe for smoking them. When he was 
ready to smoke and sell the first turkeys, he 
wrote a few letters to former associates in New 
York. An initial order for 15 turkeys came 
from a friend, and a small ad in a New York 
Sunday paper brought a flood of orders from 
nearly every state, mostly from former wartime 
associates, 

“Our profit the first year,” says Banellis, 
“was only about 1% because of the expense of 
buying equipment and supplies and our adver- 
tising costs. Another reason was that we tried 
to keep the price down. Our two largest com- 
petitors advertise their product at $1.75 and 
$1.90 per pound. We sell ours for $1.50. We 
also guarantee turkey hens exclusively. Our 
competitors do not. 

“We are also able to produce and offer a 
smaller hen for the housewife who does not 
want to buy 12 pounds. We advertise turkeys 
of 8, 9, 10 and 12 pounds. We have tested 
our competitors’ products and have labored to 
improve the flavor and texture of our own.” 

Banellis employs three persons the year 
around and ten others during the rush season 
of November and December. Smoked turkey 
by Banellis is never processed ahead of time 
and stored. Each turkey is freshly killed and 
smoked, and customers are advised to use the 
meat within 14 days to insure the best flavor. 
Only well-fattened birds less than two years old 
are used, and as soon as the turkey is taken 
from the Banellis ovens and cooled, it is 
wrapped in heavy aluminum foil and rushed 
to the customer. A typed sheet of suggestions 
for the serving of smoked turkey, either hot or 
cold, is packed with each shipment. 

There are two methods of curing turkeys: 


CHANGING TIMES The Kiplinger Magazine 31 
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Ed Banellis’ Turkey Farm Article — p 2 


One method is to process the birds in brine 
which is made with smoked salt or to which 
“liquid smoke” has been added. The other, 
which Banellis uses, is to cure the turkeys first 
in a sugar-and-salt brine and then smoke them 
in applewood smoke. 

Curing mixtures vary from company to com- 
pany and are guarded trade secrets. The neces- 
sary ingredients are salt, sugar and saltpeter. 
Wine, spices and other condiments may be 
added to the brine solution or rubbed over the 
carcass. 

Smoked-turkey and poultry meat has been 
known for centuries but Banellis says that only 
recently has the delicacy been available to any 
extent. He thinks this is probably because the 
recipes for smoking have been either family 
treasures or trade secrets. The processing raises 
the price to the customer, but Banellis believes 
that when the public is fully educated to the 
taste and convenience of smoked turkey, it will 
be as popular as smoked ham, chicken and 
various kinds of bacon. 

To make a success in the smoked-turkey in- 
dustry, Banellis says, one must know first how 
to raise the turkeys to plump maturity. The 
mortality of turkeys, even under ideal condi- 
tions, is sometimes as high as 50%. Next, one 
must have the ability to sell, the ability to 
meet competition. A moderate amount of cap- 


ital is required, but the larger the better, be- 
cause the turkey business may not show profits 
until after three or more years of operation. 

Competition is keen, although there are not 
more than a dozen or so smoked-turkey proces- 
sors in the business and the total number of 
people they employ is less than 500. 

Banellis does not believe in hiding his light 
under a bushel. He and his wife write an 
average of 15 friendly letters a day, using very 
fancy stationery—fine white paper with letter- 
head in gold. 

With each letter is enclosed a leaflet show- 
ing a ready-to-carve smoked turkey and a cap- 
tion which assures the reader that “Banellis 
smoked turkey from verdant Cache Valley is 
truly a cache of supreme goodness and delight 
for the connoisseur.” 

If the reader has any doubt about how won- 
derful Cache Valley and its products are, he 
has only to turn inside the leaflet to read: 

“Here, where trappers once cached their 
furs, pure canyon streams and vast green ranges 
of succulent alfalfa nourish the most choice 
full-breasted meat turkeys in the world—thou- 
sands of plump, white and _broad-breasted 
bronze turkeys living only for the day when 
they will grace your table as delicious, tempt- 
ing, ready-to-eat smoked turkey of Utah by 
Banellis.” 
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Photo 17 Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, July 1952 
23 boys 
(LEFT) 
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SKIPPERS HILL MANOR PREPARATORY SCHOOL, 
JULY 1952. 
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Photo 18 Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, July 1952 
19 boys 
(MIDDLE) 
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Photo 20 Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, July 1952 
19 boys (RIGHT) 
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Photo 19 4 ‘orphans’ 
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1. FIRST STEPS IN SCHOOL 


1.1. ORIENTATION 


Before joining the school, new boys had to meet the headmaster, J.R. Ward, for an orientation 
interview. | had travelled from Cyprus. While nervously waiting my turn outside the 
headmaster’s study (the ‘Smoking Room’ in 1907), an older boy passed by and warned me 
that | had better know the date of the Spanish Armada as the headmaster was hot on history. 
No one had mentioned beforehand about any test! What was the date anyway? Was it 1585 
or 1588? My brain raced through the few dates that | knew. | felt beads of sweat tickling my 
brow. The door of the study opened; a worried new boy exited the room. Now it was my turn 
for a grilling. As luck would have it, that meeting proceeded without any history questions. 


The warning | had been given turned out to be a wind-up—a schoolboy prank. The smoking 
gun points to Kirby, as he was head boy at the time! 


1.2. FIRST DAY 


In 1960, six years after John Ward became headmaster, | was dropped off at Skippers Hill Manor 
Preparatory School by car: a Morris Oxford Traveller Series Il. My luggage comprised a shiny 
black metal tuck box full of sweets to tide me over for the coming months and a suitcase 
containing a new school uniform. My book collection included Ritchie's Latin primer, 
First Steps in Latin, a pint-sized Oxford dictionary and the King James Bible. 


or Roger Main, Meath held 


Photo 1 Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School's north elevation, a raised, 
cordoned-off lawn with sundial and car by front entrance, early 1960s 


Each piece of school clothing, including underpants and socks, bore a machine-stitched 
name tag to ensure your clothes never got mixed up with those of other boys. Clean clothes 
were stored in the linen room (the ‘Butler's Room’ in 1907) after being laundered, and you 
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collected fresh clothes from there each week or whenever necessary. Sunday suits were 
haphazardly stored on wheeled clothing racks in a small suit room next to the linen room. 


Note: Rooms and spaces in and around Skippers are highlighted in RED. 


1.3. HOMESICKNESS AND ISOLATION 


Waving my parents goodbye, | wondered when | would see them again. Boys often found 
separation from their parents a traumatic wrench. | was suddenly alone, aged 10, left to fend 
for myself among a group of unknown men, women and boys, in the strangely unfamiliar 
surroundings of an old, thatched country house, with underground smugglers’ passages, 
secret chambers, trap doors and deep cellars. 


Most boarders suffered from bouts of homesickness at the start of a new term. It never 
lessened with time. Ironically, on returning to Skippers after the summer holidays in the autumn 
of 1961, and dreading the imminent return to separation, isolation and holiday-book testing, 
one of the boys’ radios was playing Helen Shapiro's No. 1 hit Walkin’ Back to Happiness! 


In 1969, HM Inspectors of Schools mentioned several times in their report “the boys appear 
to be happy”, but they never interviewed any of the them to ask them how they actually felt! 


Photo 2 View of the school’s playing fields and the Sussex Weald from the rear courtyard ' 


1.4. NEW ARRIVALS 


On the first evening, new boys were assigned a housemaster, a live-in teacher to whom the 
new boys could turn if there was a problem with, say, settling into school life. New arrivals were 
also assigned one of the older boys whose mission was to familiarise you with the vagaries of 
school life, school rules, what to expect and how to survive. Hearts sank. Now it was sink or 
swim. 
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1.5. DEMOGRAPHIC 


There were about 90 boys in the school then, 80 of whom were boarders. There was just one 
girl, Katharine Angela Maxine Ward,” the headmaster's daughter, who joined my class as a 
girl boarder in +1962 and slept in Foyes Cottage, the headmaster’s house across the road. 
The boys, aged between 6 and 13, came from all parts of Britain, as well as from Africa, France, 
Holland, Iran, Japan and Thailand. Day boys were regarded as the lucky ones, as they spent 
evenings and weekends at home, and so were able to avoid some of the unpleasant rigours 
and challenges endured by boarders. 


2. CURRICULUM 


2.1. MAIN GOALS 


The primary goal of the school curriculum was academic achievement which involved 
preparing boys either for the Common Entrance examination (CE) which boys took at 13, or 
for a place at a grammar school, public school or the Royal Navy. Emphasis was placed on 
cramming for CE, teaching core subjects and fortnightly tests. Common Entrance was a prep- 
school boy's rite of passage. Passing CE promised admission to a public or grammar school, 
whose education, prestige and old-boy network offered potentially life-changing 
opportunities (i.e. jobs) for successful candidates and a springboard to university. 


The secondary goal of the curriculum were to instil obedience to authority by creating a 
boot-camp-type atmosphere to discipline and toughen up young boys who were 
considering a life in the Royal Navy. The boot-camp curriculum comprised rough physical 
sports, Swedish Drills, regular gymnastics classes, cold showers, gruelling cross-country runs, 
boxing (optional), scouting, early-morning wake-up calls and lashings of corporal punishment. 


2.2. CORE SUBJECTS 


Among the core subjects taught at Skippers in the 1960s were algebra, English, French (Faro 
et al.), geography ().R. Ward; J.R. Mander), geometry, Greek (Faro), history (J.R. Ward), Latin 
(Faro et al.), mathematics (Mander et al.), scripture (Newton) and science. Science was taught 
in the science lab for one period a week. 


2.3. NON-CORE SUBJECTS 


Physical education (sports, gymnastics and Swedish Drill) played a prominent role in the life 
at Skippers and was organised on a regular basis. There were two pianos for boys to practise 
on: one in the gym used during morning assemblies, and one in the piano room adjoining 
the changing rooms near the exit to the rear courtyard. This small room was used by the 
music teacher to conduct voice auditions for choir members, for individual vocal practice and 
for piano and violin lessons. 
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MUSIC 


Singing classes were held once a week in the gymnasium and this was classed as ‘Music’ in 
the curriculum. There was no opportunity in class to listen to, or get acquainted with, different 
types of music such as pop, classical, jazz or calypso. | recall “Home on the Range” (a Western 
folk song) and “London's burning” being sung. Clearly, little had changed by 1969, as the report 
by HM Inspectors highlighted the “small repertoire of songs and the lack of opportunity to 
listen to recorded music or for instrumental work during class periods”. 


ART 


When | was at Skippers, there was a small artroom at the back of the school’s 
hutted classrooms, which was used by most forms once a week. Six years after leaving 
Skippers, HM Inspectors criticised the school’s artroom for being “undersized”, and 
recommended the school introduce “occasional lessons in art appreciation’. 


CRITIQUE OF CURRICULUM 


In 1969, HM Inspectors reported that although the curriculum as a whole successfully 
achieved the school’s objective (i.e. getting boys into Public and Grammar Schools), it 
“neglected the aesthetic and practical aspects of a boy’s education”. As examples, they 
mentioned the “meagre periods allotted to art, craft and music”. 


2.4. EARLY PROMOTION ISSUES 


HM Inspectors also criticised the wide age spread of pupils in 6 of the school’s 10 forms. 
Six forms contained pupils with a 4-year age spread, and 4 forms contained pupils with a 3- 
year age spread. This was due to a system of early promotion which created difficulties in 
progressive learning in subjects like French, Maths and Science. They recommended that the 
age spread be reduced to two years. The graphic below clearly shows the age spreads in each 
of the school’s departments. 


Number of Pupils by Age Group, Form and Department 
Form No. Pupils Av. Age 6<7 7<8 8<9 9<10 10<11 11<12 12<13) 13<14~ #14<15 
JUNIOR DEPARTMENT 
Ml 14 7.67 
Lower IV 16 8.75 
Red surround on 9.25 By 1969, the 
is a class with SENIOR DEPARTMENT ‘ 
er as ans popularity of day 
y Remove A 8 11.67 pupil education had 
promotion Lower V 13 10.75 increased 
i Vv i J 11.50 
Issue . 
Upperv 13 12.60 dramatically 
vi 12 12.67 
Upper VI 13 11.75 
137 2 9 


Notes 


1. The number of boy and girl pupils have been combined. 


2. An asterisk indicates one girl pupil. 


Table 1 Population at Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School at 30 June 1969 
Data: Source A in Appendix. 
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EARLY PROMOTION 

Early promotion refers to advancing bright or gifted children into higher classes 
alongside more senior pupils. The younger, ‘promoted’ pupils can often 
experience adjustment issues because they lag behind their older classmates 
emotionally, socially and physically. Advancing bright pupils prematurely can also 
result in them experiencing difficulties in switching from traditional facts-based 
learning to a progressive learning system that demands an understanding of 
concepts and content. This can prove a bridge too far for pupils who have not yet 
reached the Piaget-defined cognitive-developmental milestone.’ 


As can be seen in the graphic above, the system of early promotion at Skippers resulted in 
anomalies such as an 11-year-old boy in the Junior Department whose Form (IV) largely 
comprised 8 and 9-year-old pupils, and an 8-year-old boy in the Senior Department whose 
Form (Shell) largely comprised 10-and-11-year-old pupils. 


According to Tim Lewis, a former teacher and headmaster of Skippers (1990-2015) 
“early promotion can work well, but only if the child promoted is socially and psychologically 
strong enough”. When he was working as a teacher in Hampstead, he came across “a 7-year- 
old child prodigy who was progressed ability-wise to a class of 11 to 12-year olds. He flourished 


academically, but was as miserable as sin”. 


2.5. ROMAN HISTORY 


As a treat, half way through the lesson, one of the Latin teachers used to read us stories about 
Ancient Rome, including the legend of Horatius Cocles, The Capitoline Geese and The Rape of 
the Sabine Women. Roman history totally engaged the boys in my class. And there was no 
exam for it! 


2.6. EXAMINATIONS 


A few boys were studying for their 13-plus examination. One of those boys (Dunn, | believe) 
used to install himself in a small corner room known as the study? (see Ground Floor plan in 
Appendix), while other boys prepared for their 11-plus examinations, to gain admission to 
grammar schools. Most boys took the Common Entrance examination. The luckier ones won 
scholarships or exhibitions to public schools. Others just scraped through CE and got accepted 
more on the strength of their sporting prowess than on academic results. 


Boys who excelled at sports, but who were academically borderline, were warned by masters 
that their sporting prowess would not be sufficient in itself to secure a place at their chosen 
public school. They also needed to do well in their exams. One of the boys warned about this 
was Shead, the head boy after Peter Kirby left. Shead had a talent for cricket. 
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3. TEACHING STAFF 


Some of our teachers were qualified, and told us that they had either been to university or to 
a teacher-training college. Some had no formal teacher training as such, but planned to get or 
complete the necessary training, or study for a degree. All of them were dedicated to their 
metier, and as a result, they helped me excel in Latin, French, mathematics and scripture. 
The staff-pupil ratio was about one teacher to 9 or 10 boys in the early 1960s.“ 


3.1. MANDER 


Mander was actually born John Richard Gann in St John’s Wood, 
London, in 1930. He left a reputable public school at the age of 
16, and changed his name to Mander when his mother remarried. 
In the mid-1950s, he spent two years in the Royal Naval 
Volunteer Reserve doing his National Service on minesweepers 
during the Cyprus Emergency. In 1956, he joined Skippers and 
taught mathematics and geography and lived in a ‘flat’ in the 
school. His sleeping quarters had an eccentric method of access 
(see biography Finding Mander). He was also the housemaster of 
Drake House and the scoutmaster in charge of the 1st Five Ashes 
Sea Scouts troop. 


He was known to schoolboys as ‘Skip’, but preferred to be 
addressed ‘Richard’ by schoolmasters. He was a chain smoker and 
his fingers were noticeably yellowed by nicotine stains. Mander’s 
naval background and his tough-but-fair, no-nonsense character 
suited him admirably for managing the boot camp side of the 
school. He spent many a summer holiday on minesweepers, 
honing his navigational and interpersonal skills. He also ran 
summer camps in Devon (Dartmouth) and Kent, for schoolboys 
from Sussex and Kent, who wanted to improve their sailing and 
canoeing skills. Some of them were from Skippers. 


Photo 1 John Richard Mander (1960) Mayfield 


Mander told summer campers that he was a descendant of Sir Walter Raleigh (SWR).° If this 
were true, it would have made him SWR’s 9th great grandson. To find out whether Mander 
was really related to Sir Walter Raleigh and to review his career history, see the biography 
Finding Mander. 


3.2. SCOUTING 


There was a Wolf Cub Pack for the younger boys and a Sea Scout Troop for the older boys. 
The Wolf Cubs met once a week in the gymnasium and performed the ‘pack howl’, promising 
Akela we would all “do our best”. We learned about our natural environment, practised 
memory games and earned proficiency badges to sow on our uniforms. 


A Same ratio in 1969. Source A. 
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In 1961/62, Mander and others organised a camp for Wolf Cubs in a field at South Park, a 
few miles north of Lewes, East Sussex. There, Andrew Pillar (later a Royal Marine commando 
in the Falklands)’ and the rest of the Wolf Cub Pack had to survive for a week outdoors, 
sleeping in musty smelling canvas army tents, and being woken up at the crack of dawn. 


We engaged in various camping activities including foraging for firewood, firelighting, cooking 
in billy cans, swimming, digging ‘cat holes’ for the disposal of human waste, daily structured 
activities, and sitting around a campfire at night singing and listening to yarns. 


Photo 4 Mander (Skip) at South Park camp nr. Lewes, Sussex ca. 1961/62 
Source: author 
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Photo 5 Maths teacher (beret) and unknown female teacher assisting at the South Park camp 
Source: author 


When we were older, we became Sea Scouts and learned various nautical skills up at the 
Scout Hut, such as how to tie knots and the theory tacking a sailing boat. My patrol was 
Gannets. In practice, scouting at Skippers was more about team building, discipline and 
strengthening bonds between boys than about sailing. As the school was located 35 miles 
inland, sea scouts rarely got a taste of the sea. In fact, the troop only managed one excursion 
in my three years there, to a beach at Hastings, where groups of three sea scouts had just 
15 minutes to practise sailing a dinghy! 


See Appendix for photograph of Andrew Pillar and author at South Park camp. 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands 


C)\OSO CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 4: PREP SCHOOL LIFE (1960s) Page | 13 


3.3. COLONEL FARO 


Colonel Faro was the 64-year-old deputy head at Skippers when | joined in 1960. He taught 
French and Latin. He also taught Greek to the scholarship class. 
5 He occupied a large room above the library. It had a partner 
desk piled with books, documents and exercise books. 
A painting of a nude hung on the wall.2 The room had a bay 
window and overlooked the garden. 
Faro was a short, grumpy, portly man with a round, red, 
strawberry-pitted face, who looked as though he might 
Doboy,do! | burst out of his three-piece tweed suit at any time. The 
popular myth was that he came from Egypt, but he was 
actually born in Canterbury. Before joining Skippers, Faro had 
been deputy head at Dockenfield Manor School in Surrey, a 
scandalous school whose teaching staff abused young boys 
in their charge. Faro was one of them. At Skippers, he often 
used to thrash boys on their backsides with a leather slipper. 


As it turns out, Faro lied about his final Army rank and passed 
himself off as a Major and a Colonel. He was known for 
wandering around the school corridors at Skippers late at 
night, cursing boys who urgently needed to use the toilets. What was he doing there anyway? 
Keeping a tally on boys’ comfort breaks? Guard duty? 


He was famously lampooned for his eccentric behaviour in a school sketch on stage in the 
gymnasium, and for using the memorable words "Do boy, do", which he said to hurry you up 
as you made your way along the corridor to the toilet block. He would use his foot to help 
you along. Perhaps for these reasons, boys regarded him as a ‘bogeyman’, thereby earning 
himself the nickname ‘Colonel Bogey’. 


3.4. COLONEL FARO’S QUIZZES 


In 1962, while using the library, | came across an unassuming book that contained a series of 
quiz questions and answers. A few days later, while snooping around on my own in Colonel 
Faro’s study, | came across the leather slipper that Faro frequently used to beat boys in their 
pyjamas, for misdemeanours. On his partner desk, which was covered with piles of documents, 
files, exercise books, books, correspondence and paperwork, | came across a stencil containing 
a series of quiz questions. On closer examination, | noticed that those questions were the 
same ones that | had come across in the book in the library. | confided my discovery to one of 
my schoolmates. In hindsight, that was an error of judgment. 


A week later, Colonel Faro’s quiz was announced. When the results of the quiz were posted 
on the notice board, it was clear that participants had achieved far higher scores than 
schoolmasters had predicted! | later discovered that, within a few days of the announcement 
of the quiz, almost every boy who was eligible to take part, had miraculously visited the library, 
found the book in question and memorised the answers! 


| never advised the school about the highly dubious quiz results. Sneaking was frowned upon, 


and the thought of debunking the results of the quiz, especially to Faro, was not worth the 
potentially fateful consequences of doing so. 
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In 1962/63, Faro took part in a TV quiz show and won £1,000. Boys were allowed to watch the 
broadcasts on a B&W television.’ It became clear that Faro was a bit of an egghead. 


See Biography: Finding Faro. 
3.5. THE EXTRACURRICULAR WORK OF TEACHERS 


Teachers occupied their non-teaching time helping boys with their homework, supervising 
clubs, scouts, cubs and choristers, refectory and library duties, staff meetings, and setting, 
invigilating and marking fortnightly tests and end-of-term exams. They also supervised sports, 
sports days, cross-county runs, interschool cricket matches, excursions to the seaside and 
transporting and accompanying boys to St Dunstan’s Church, Mayfield, for Sunday church 
services. 

The extra teacher involvement, an enviable pupil-teacher ratio, coupled with good exam 
results, represented the added-value that parents thought was worth paying for — something 
state schools did not offer. That said, the fact that boys had the opportunity to rub shoulders 
with different nationalities and the sons of some famous individuals, was considered beneficial, 
in terms of networking later in life and broadening their cultural horizons. 


3.6. ASSESSMENT OF TEACHING STAFF 


The 1969 report by HM Inspectors noted the following points about the teaching staff: 


The headmaster is “fully supported by 16 assistant members of staff, of whom six are 
part-time. There are 5 women, two of them resident. The staff ratio of approximately 
one teacher to 10 pupils is appropriate for this type of school with boarders and small 
classrooms. All teachers are qualified except five. Three teachers are due to embark on 
teacher training or a degree course in September this year.'° Apart from one of two 
weak members, the teaching force is good and some teachers are very capable”. 
[Source A] 


3.7. TEACHER REMEMBERS THE WARDS 


A former Assistant Teacher at Skippers, part of whose job was to supervise prep and sports, 
Clive Phillips, remembers the Wards well. He taught French at the school from January till 
July 1969 during part of his gap year before going up to Oriel College, Oxford, to read Modern 
Languages in September 1969. 


He found JR Ward very kind and approachable, but found Maureen Ward rather difficult 
and demanding. “She used to listen to me teaching by eavesdropping outside the classroom 
door and then criticise me, an untrained 19-year-old. Given that she was responsible only for 
managing the domestic side of the school, it seemed wrong that she should interfere in the 
academic side of things, and to do so in such an underhand way’."' 

During termtime, Phillips shared a flat a short distance from the school with two older, male 
teachers and went home to Uckfield at weekends and in the Easter holidays. He remembers 
John Mander at the school and recalls visiting his flat once. “Mander”, he wrote, “was quite a 
character and had a nautical past”. 
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4. SCHOOL SPACES 


4.1. CLASSROOMS 


Many lessons were held in a long hutted classroom block — a series of old green buildings 
with gabled roofs of differing heights, linked together and covered with horizontal green 
clapboard. The block stretched all along one side of the Quad and well past the kitchen to the 
rear of the school [see Ground Floor Plan]. 


Classrooms were furnished with old-fashioned locker desks, a desk and chair for the teacher 
and a blackboard. You kept your exercise books, text books, dictionary, ink and fountain pens 
in your own desk. A classroom typically accommodated 10 to 12 boys. Greek was also taught, 
to a select group of pupils in the scholarship class, in classroom 5 overlooking the Quad. 


| remember English and French classes being held next door in classroom 6. Our French 
teacher praised my French accent saying it was “like a native’s”. Our English teacher enjoyed 
embarrassing me in class by reading out one of my English compositions that opened with 
“He awoke that morning to the lucid call of the cock”. The class was in fits, of course! My use 
of the new word ‘lucid’ was supposed to demonstrate that | had broadened my vocabulary by 
consulting the English Thesaurus in the library. 


Class monitors were appointed to rub the blackboards clean after lessons, ensure there was 
chalk and a duster ready for teacher, and generally tidy up the spaces. Classroom and dorm 
cleaning was done by school cleaners (aka “helpers”), three of whom came from Leybourne 
Grange Mental Hospital.'* 


4.2. LIBRARY 


The library was located at the front of the manor house, next door to the headmaster’s study. 
In 1907, it had been used as a bedroom by the Hoods. In 1960, the walls were clad in light 
oak panelling and there was a large, multi-paned bay window with a window seat. You could 
squeeze about a dozen boys into the library at any one time. There was a large table in the 
middle of the room with about six chairs around it. There was an empty brass shell case 
standing next to the fireplace—often used for holding fire-irons. There was a marble 
elephant on the floor near the door. 


A portrait of an unknown man hung on the wall above the fireplace. In retrospect, | think it 
may have been a portrait of Maurice Magner, the father of JR Ward's wife, Maureen Magner. 
It was pointed out to us that wherever you stood in the room, his eyes would follow you! A 
reproduction of the Bayeux Tapestry depicting the Norman conquest of England, hung on 
the walls. 


Boys were encouraged to read books in their free time and during school holidays. The duty 
librarians kept a card index of boy’s name, the date of the loan and the name of the book 


borrowed. 


The library's collection included authors like Mary Buchanan, Agatha Christie, Arthur Conan 
Doyle, Kenneth Grahame, Cynthia Harnett, W.E. Johns, Rudyard Kipling, Captain (Frederick) 
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Marryat, George Orwell, P.R. Reid, all the novels 
by Sir Walter Scott, Kate Seredy, R.L. Stevenson, 
Jonathan Swift and Thor Heyerdahl. There was 
also a small reference collection including an 
English thesaurus which the English teacher 
advised us to consult in order to broaden our 
vocabulary. 


The library was also used for holding small 
meetings, medical tests and IQ testing. The 
IQ tests were conducted in order to decide 
where a boy should be placed at Skippers. 
Tim Lewis believes that Skippers most probably 
bought in commercial verbal reasoning tests (VRs) for this purpose, as they were being 
“widely used in the late 1960s in private schools to assess ability”. The results, he says, “were 
used to identify pupils’ learning needs, for grouping pupils, for identifying underachievement, 
providing indicators of future performance, and probably as a more rational tool for deciding 
how scholarships should be awarded on entry to Skippers”. 


| can confirm that VR tests were being used at Skippers in the early 1960s, as | specifically 
recall being asked the following VR question: “What is the difference between manufacturing 
and production?” An external assessor was hired in to conduct the tests. 


Penguin Sooxs, 1963 


Heyerdahl Buchanan Marryat Conan Doyle Seredy 


Some of the books boys read during school holidays or in school 
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The gymnasium, now Year 2's classroom, is an early Wealden barn situated right on the 
road that passes the school (see Part 1: Farmstead). 


Photo 6 The Skippers barn, later a gymnasium, assembly hall and classroom 


Google Maps, 2022 


The space that was once used for gym (PT) classes and assemblies, was relatively small 
(35ft x 23ft) and took up about 70% of the whole building. Within that gym space was a row 
of three wall-posts (P1, P2, P3) which you had to avoid during PE classes as they posed certain 
hazards to gymnasts.” 


Additional 
measurements 
supplied by Skippers 
in 2019, to enable 
an accurate floor 
plan of the Barn to 
be generated, 
showing its layout in 
1963 
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Floor plan of Skippers’ Barn, March 1963 
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Fig. 1 Floor Plan Gymnasium & Assembly Hall (1963) 
Image: Ken Bonham, 2019 
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Several thick climbing ropes, each knotted at the bottom, were tethered to the wall bars on 
the gym’s north-facing wall when not in use. You had to try to shin up the ropes during 
PT classes. There were safety mats, a springboard for vaulting, a multi-section wooden 
vaulting horse, a pommel horse, and monkey bars fitted to the east wall of the gym, peaking 
in the middle. You had to climb up and over them, or hang from them like a monkey, pulling 
yourself along from rung to rung. 


Younger boys found monkey bars and ropes extremely demanding, as many of us lacked 
sufficient muscle strength then to carry our bodies to the other end, or up the top of the ropes. 
A case of being pushed too hard, too early. 


The gymnasium was also used as a theatre for school plays and films, as an assembly hall and 
as a shooting gallery (air rifles). Targets were placed at the far end of the gym and you fired 
lead pellets at them while stretched out on the stage floor. The activity was supervised by one 
of the schoolmasters. The remaining +30% of the space was occupied by a stage (west side) 
and a storage area, which could be accessed by steps up to a small black end-door on the 
west side of the gym. 


Photo 7 The school's former gymnasium" 
Courtesy of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 2019 


The positions of the three wall-posts can clearly be seen in a recent photograph taken inside 
the school’s former gymnasium, now a classroom. The original posts were hand-hewn by 
Sussex craftsmen. All three wall-posts (arrows) have been replaced since the early 1960s, by 
machine-cut timber. Unfortunately, all their original rustic features such as adze marks and 
wooden pegs have been lost for ever and not replicated during renovation work. Arched 
braces can be seen connected to wall-post P2 and on the right of the photo. 


On Sundays during the winter term, the gym became a cinema. Films shown there included 
The Wooden Horse, The Colditz Story, The Lavender Hill Mob, Land of The Pharaohs, Kind 
Hearts and Coronets, The First of The Few, Reach for the Sky and The Dam Busters. They were 
shown using a Bell & Howell film projector brought along by a visiting projectionist. 
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Photo 8 The Wealden barn, Quad, classrooms, kitchen and shower block 
Google Maps, 2017 


One Sunday evening in the winter of 1961, the projector bulb blew. Shead—the head boy 
after Peter Kirby left—was sent to fetch Victor, the handyman, presumably to get him to find 
a replacement bulb. There was a long pause while we sat waiting patiently for Shead's return. 
After 30 minutes he still had not reappeared. Later, we discovered that he had slipped up on 
the ice or snow en route to/from Victor's caravan, and had broken his arm and been taken to 
the nearest hospital, presumably in Tunbridge Wells. 


Outside the gymnasium, there was a small wooden hut. | think that was where our tuck shop 
was located. It may have functioned as a granary once when the site was a farmstead. [It is no 
longer there]. Boys bought sweets there with any spare pocket money they had, and stored 
them in their tuck boxes or immediately consumed them. (see Ground Floor Plan in Appendix) 


4.4. SCIENCE LABORATORY 


In the early 1960s, our science lab was fairly rudimentary and located outside in a Portakabin 
beside the House Prefect Rooms. It had few Bunsen burners, some laboratory glass and a 
smattering of science books, perhaps indicating a lack of investment by the school, or a 
difficulty in attracting and/or keeping enthusiastic science teachers with vision. By 1969, 
HM Inspectors were obviously not impressed with the setup. They recommended 
improvements be made to the lab and the preparation room. They also criticised the school’s 
whole science programme for “lacking coherence”. (see 7.2) 


5. SPORTS 


Among the sports offered at Skippers were cricket, swimming, gymnastics, football, 
athletics, rugby, boxing, shooting, riding, sailing, canoeing and cross-country running. 
During one of our Sports Days in the summer of 1962, one of the very athletic boys won the 
Victor Ludorum and a silver cup, for coming first in the mile race — four times around the 
perimeter of the cricket pitch — aided by a pair of leather running spikes. The name 
Robertson-Nicol comes to mind. Owning spikes at school in those days, at his age, was 
uncommon. 
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In 1969, HM Inspectors reported that the outdoor facilities for physical education were “very 
good”, mentioning “extensive games areas, a well-maintained swimming pool and enough 
paved area available which should be used for activities” that were not suited to the 
gymnasium, due to “certain hazards". 


5.1. CROSS-COUNTRY RUNS 


On cross-country runs, which most boys dreaded, the slow-coaches — usually overweight or 
unfit boys who ended up at the back of the running pack — got the backs of their legs lashed 
by one of the crueller masters. A leafy branch would be torn off a tree en route and used to 
‘encourage’ the laggards to speed up. One course, known as the Big Triangle, ran the whole 
length of Stonehurst Lane, up Brick Kiln Lane, then up Criers Lane and into Skippers Hill 
(road), past the gymnasium (on left) and finished at the school gate. We all believed it was 
three miles long, but in fact it was almost four! 
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Fig. 2 The Big Triangle cross-country course 
Google Maps, 2019 


| had just read about how athletes were using salt tablets to replace the salt they lost while 
running, so | secretly took some salt from the lunch table, swallowed some during one of the 
cross-country runs without water—awful—and managed to come home in the first ten or 
twelve runners! 


5.2. SKIPPERS' SPORTING ETHOS 


The broad range of sports offered by Skippers was probably influenced by 
the sporting ethos of Harold Bucknall and is described in more detail in 
Bucknall's Philosophy in Part 3. Bucknall was a useful rugby player who was 
probably inspired by Charles Burgess Fry (1872-1956), who would have 
been a sporting hero in Bucknall’s early life. 

Between 1893 and 1899, Fry stayed on and off at Skippers during his school 
holidays. Fry was the greatest all-round sportsman of his time. He excelled 
at cricket, athletics, football and rugby. He was also a proficient angler, 
golfer, skater, skier, rower and tennis player. '° Together with his wife 
Beatrice, Fry ran TS Mercury, a naval training ship offering similar sports to 
those at Skippers.'° 


Photo 9 CB Fry in his batting stance, photographed by George Beldam in 1906. 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands 


C)\OSO CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 4: PREP SCHOOL LIFE (1960s) Page |21 


6. A TYPICAL DAY AT SKIPPERS 


6.1. BOOT CAMP CULTURE 


Skippers Hill Manor was run as a boot camp for toughening up and educating 
young boys, preparing them for Common Entrance examinations and grooming 
them for places in grammar schools, public schools and the Royal Navy. 
To achieve order, obedience, discipline and good academic results, three 
teachers, JR Ward (head), Colonel Faro (deputy head) and Daniel Magner, 
ruled the camp with an iron fist. 


Iron fist 


Boot-camp life at Skippers in the early 1960s was disciplined, structured and harsh. 
The Mon-Fri daily routine (times are approx.): 


06:00-06:45 Fagging duties 

07:00-07:45 Reveille, cold showers, washing, dressing 

07:45-08:00 Dormitory inspections (tidiness, orderliness, hospital corners, dress code) 
08:00-08:30 Breakfast | letters & parcels handed out 

08:45-09:15 Assembly: roll call, hymns, lessons, prayers, notices 

09:20-10:00 Lesson 

10:00-1030 Morning breaktime + Swedish Drill + fruit handouts 

10:30-11:10 Lesson 

11:10-11:20 Break 

11:20-12:00 Lesson 

12:00-12:45 Lunch . Lessons typically lasted 
12:45-13:45 Recreation 40 minutes throughout 
13:45-16:00 Sports & hot showers the 1960s, even for the 
16:00-16:40 Lesson younger forms like 
Veds- 17.25. Lesson Sonic nee A] 
17:30-18:00 High Tea 

18:00-19:00 Prep 

19:00-20:30 Recreation: e.g. clubs, hobbies, Cubs, Sea Scouts 

20:30-21:00 Bedtime: washing, reading, talking 

21:00 Lights out 


6.2. COLD SHOWERS AND FAGGING 


A typical day at Skippers began at six o'clock for the small group of fags which included me. 
Fagging involved carrying out menial jobs for teachers or older schoolboys. The duties were 
similar to the tasks of a college servant at Oxford or Cambridge University. | would take a 
cold shower in the shower block next door to the kitchen, or an early-morning dip in 
summer, in the outdoor swimming pool near the path that leads down to the school playing 
fields. 


In 2020, 57 years later, the former shower block is now called the ‘Changing Room’, while the 
kitchen still occupies the same space. The swimming pool is still there. Now covered. 
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6.3. FAGGING DUTIES 


On those early mornings after dressing, | went upstairs to Mr Newton’s room located on the 
first floor of the school. The room overlooked the front garden. There was a desk in front of 
the window, a washbasin and a clothes cupboard. | think he taught English and/or scripture. 


Interconnecting door 


Figure 3 Three of the schoolmasters rooms. 
Adapted by the author using the Hood's First Floor block plan of 1907 


There, | would make a pot of tea, wake up the teacher and serve him and one of the maths 
teachers [the man in beret at South Park Camp; see photo in Appendix] who slept in the room 
next door, cups of tea. There was an interconnecting door between the two masters’ rooms. 
My duties included laying out the teacher's clothes for the day, cleaning the washbasin and 
hairbrush, preparing the shaving kit, and ensuring his salted butter arrived at the head of his 
table in time for breakfast. 


In return for getting up early and for performing my duties, | earned six shillings and eight 
pence in cash (a third of a pound sterling) each term. As a benefit, | was allowed to use the 
teacher's Bible Concordance and his (Grundig) tape recorder, to record selected passages 
from the Bible. However, Newton was a predator whose ‘wandering hands’ had a penchant for 
fondling boy's bottoms. That was not what | had signed up for. It turns out that | was not the 
only boy confronted by Newton's transgressive behaviour (see the Andrew Pillar interview). 


6.4. FAGGING FEE 


Newton once tried to withhold my fagging fee at the end of term unless | carried out a last- 
minute errand for him. Fagging was only an early-morning duty, so his request was out of 
scope. Feeling blackmailed, | reluctantly agreed, fearing | might go home without the money 
rightfully due to me. In those days, you just did what was asked of you, blindly obeying those 
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in positions of authority. At that age, | had not yet learned to be political or express dissent. 
Had | been, | might have used his little-boy acts as leverage to counter his despicable threat. 


6.5. MEALTIMES 


There were three meals a day: Breakfast, Lunch and High Tea. Family service was the norm: 
mealtimes during which all the boys shared the same food at the same times in the refectory. 
There was no choice and only one sitting. There were no snacks or drinks between breakfast 
and lunch, or between high tea and breakfast. Fruit was handed out during morning 
breaktime, but only to boys whose parents paid the extra charge. There was little milk in the 
diet, something that was picked up by HM Inspectors in 1969. 


Boys of different ages sat together at the same table. During the first half of service, meals 
were eaten in complete silence. Only the clatter of bowls and spoons and the sound of 
munching punctuated the silence. High tea (supper) was less formal. Intermittently, cod liver 
oil capsules (vitamins A & D) were handed out to “protect you from scurvy” (lack of vitamin C), 
someone said. More misinformation! The two worst meals that Mrs Ward and her kitchen 
personnel concocted were rissoles and warmed, tinned pilchards. Utterly revolting! 


6.6. BREAKFAST 


After completing our fagging duties, we joined the rest of the boys for breakfast in the 
refectory. The refectory's windows were single-glazed and were fitted with diamond-shaped 
panes of glass mounted in lead. The room had a parquet floor. Boys sat at long wooden 
dining tables, with a schoolmaster at the head of each table. In winter, boys ate porridge or 
breakfast cereals out of blue plastic bowls. A boy would be appointed to go around his table 
with a catering-sized, stainless-steel tea pot, filling each boy’s blue plastic mug with milky hot 
tea. Boys got invited to sit at the headmaster’s table by a bay window that overlooked the 
shingle drive and the elevated bank on which the Scout Hut stood (East elevation). It was 
considered a privilege, though | am not sure why. On one occasion, | sat at the head's table 
next to a Jewish boy who used to spread goose fat on his bread at breakfast. The strong smell 
of the fat was nauseating. 


To mark the beginning and end of service, one of the boys would say grace. 


6.7. LETTERS AND PARCELS FROM HOME 


During the second half of breakfast, boys were permitted to talk. By then, the postman had 
been. Letters and parcels from parents were handed out to the boys. One of the Thai boys, 
Akani Thapthimthong (b. 1950; aka Thap),'’ who came from Bangkok, joined the school in 
around 1961. He used to receive parcels from home containing sacks of pistachio nuts which 
he shared with me and other boys. 


Thap seemed taller and older than the rest of us. He and | struck a deal whereby he would 
protect me from school bullies in return for doing his Latin prep. It was a win-win. If you were 
not liked, boys would call you a pleb and bully you, sometimes just for the fun of it. Those who 
disliked you regarded themselves as patricians! Patricians tended to be cruel, rude, arrogant 
and condescending. 
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Photo 10 Some of the boys at Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, Summer Term, 1962 
Left to right: Author (top row). Middle row: Banellis (USA) and Thap (Thailand) 


6.8. THE VALETE BOARDS 


Several Valete boards’® hung on the refectory walls. You were confronted by them at every 
mealtime. These wooden honours boards listed the names of boys who had passed Common 
Entrance or other exam, the year they left Skippers, the public or grammar schools to which 
they had gone, and whether they had been awarded a scholarship. Honours boards were the 
school’s way of recognising scholars’ achievements and motivating other boys to emulate 
them. Each year, the signwriter had the task of adding all the dates and new names of 
successful scholars in gold lettering. 


In 2020, the honours boards were missing. No one at the school seemed to know where they 
were. Neither Tim Lewis nor his successor had a clue what had happened to them. Then, in 
May 2022, three honours boards turned up and are now on display in the headmaster’s study. 
Apparently, they had been stored under the floor of the old geography room.'? Only three of 
the boards survived. The others were so severely damaged by water, that they had to be 
disposed of.”° It seems that 22% of all successful scholars went on to Dover College, 16% to 
West Buckland School and only 12% of scholars went on to nautical colleges such as 
HMS Conway, Pangbourne and HMS Worcester.*! 


VALETE 


ane Setar of Bhioyace HUM Maver Prgadecy Bela 


Photo 11 Three Valete Boards (see Appendix for larger image) 
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6.9. MORNING ASSEMBLY 


Breakfast was followed by morning assembly, which was held in the gymnasium. During 
assembly, the teachers and headmaster all stood or sat on the school stage, while schoolboys 
faced the stage. Amorning roll call was conducted. Surnames only were called out 
alphabetically from an attendance book, usually by "JR". Here are a few of the names that were 
called out. 


Roll Call 
Banellis usa Kirby (head boy) Reid 
Diot Fra Major Robertson-Nicol 
Fardanesh Malik Shawcross*? 
Goede nip Nahai ir Shead (head boy) GBR-IND 
Gunner Nakayama Jae Taylor 
Herbert Noble Thap THA 
Heskins Pillar cer Whittaker 
Hill Qureishy Youdale csr (day boy) 


Quite a cosmopolitan lot. As boarders often fantasised about running away, some of us 
believed that the true purpose of the roll call was to check whether any of us had escaped from 
the school. Boys replied "Present" to confirm that they had not escaped! Assembly was very 
C of E oriented. The Lord’s Prayer was said, a boy read out a lesson, hymns were sung to the 
accompaniment of a piano played by the music teacher, and important notices were read out. 


6.10. SWEDISH DRILL 


After assembly, there were the usual daily lessons. 
At breaktime (10:00 hrs), we all had to do 
10 minutes of Swedish Drill outside on the tarmac 
Quad, facing our green classrooms. A map of the 
world was painted on the tarmac. Swedish Drill 
exercises (adopted by the British military in the 
Victorian era to instil discipline and obedience) 
were introduced at Skippers by Harold Bucknall in 
1945. They had formed part of the curriculum in his 
other schools since the 1920s. [See Part 3]. 


6.11. EVENINGS 


In the evenings after prep, boys had direct access to live-in teachers to discuss schoolwork, or 
made use of the recreational rooms (playrooms/clubrooms). There were clubs for chess, 
stamp collecting, model planes, crystal radios and model railways, among others. The 
Model Aircraft club used a windowless attic room above the linen room.2? 


The Cubs and Sea Scouts met once a week in the evening, and on Tuesday evenings, some 
boys went to the shooting club in the gym to target practise with air rifles. There was really 
nowhere where boarders could retreat to, to read or relax, such as quiet room, something 
which was picked up by HM Inspectors in their 1969 report. As a result, you tended to while 
away the time in your dorm reading comics, novels, quiz books or letters, or playing with your 
cricket flick books and pocket calculators like Kiibler's Addiator Arithma).”* 
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Carl Kiibler's patent drawings A cricket ‘flick book’ featuring 
of his Addiator Arithma Donald Bradman. Used by boys 
Pocket Calculating Machine to visualise batting strokes 


6.12. NIGHT-TIME FANTASIES 


There were 10 dormitories at Skippers: two on the ground floor, four on the first floor (Lloyds 
(opp. bathroom), Hoods (NE corner), Richard Jones (next to Hoods) and Braithwaites (up 
three steps, next to Braithwaites), and four elsewhere (one in attic). Each dorm accommodated 
between 2 to 14 boys. 


At night, boys would talk till “lights out” about, among other topics, running away from 
school. Bullying at the school was prevalent and usually practised well out of sight of the 
school authorities. The derring-do wartime escapes like those in The Colditz Story (1952), the 
drive to escape the emotional misery inflicted by school bullies, homesickness and corporal 
punishment, helped fuel boys’ nighttime escape fantasies. 


Unsurprisingly, there was often talk about the smugglers’ tunnels, supposedly running 
underneath the school and using them as a route to escape from school undetected. Someone 
piped up that the tunnels had been closed off long ago, so there was no escape that way! Our 
dormitory prefect warned us that even if the tunnels were still ‘operational’, escape was 
pointless. Our school uniforms would eventually give us away and we would be picked up and 
brought back to school to face the headmaster’s ‘music’. 


The overground escape route option was not much better either. There was always a ‘guard’ 
patrolling the school at night, on the lookout for potential ‘escapees’. One such guard was 
Colonel Faro, who regularly patrolled the kitchen corridor near the toilet block. (see 3.3 
‘Colonel Faro’). 


6.13. DARK LITTLE UNIVERSE 


At night, our dorm prefect used to stir a few teaspoons of Andrews Liver Salts into a glass 
of water and drink it down quickly before it stopped bubbling. We neatly folded our clothes 
on a chair beside our beds, as in the 1960s there were no bedside lockers or cupboards for 
storing clothes or personal belongings in the dormitories. After “lights out”, talking was 
banned. It was then that we let our imaginations expand in our dark little universe. Some boys 
hid under the blankets and secretly tuned into radio broadcasts on their self-built 
crystal radios, listening through an earphone or headphone. Clipping the ‘ground’ wire to the 
bed springs enabled you to pick up AM radio waves from the ether. 
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One night in Hoods, a boy opened a matchbox containing glow-worms which he had found 
in the playing fields, and showed the boys in the dorm how brightly they glowed in the 
darkness. For many, it was the first encounter with bioluminescent insects. 


6.14. IMPROVEMENTS TO DORMITORIES 


There was only one toilet on the first floor for all first-floor boarders when | was at Skippers 
and, as it turns out, this remained unchanged for the whole of the 1960s. The toilet was also 
used by Colonel Faro, as his room was conveniently located near the closet. 


As a result of excessive use, the toilet always smelled foul, despite a skylight that offered some 
ventilation, and was frequently fouled by skid marks or unflushed ‘cigars’. In 1969, the report 
by HM Inspectors recommended improvements be made to dormitories such as the addition 
of bedside lockers, bedside rugs and better lighting. They also recommended “two more 
WCs for the use of upstairs boarders, and one WC in the bathroom next to the sick bay for 
the use of sick boys”.~° 


7. TWO NOTEWORTHY LESSONS 


7.1. INTRODUCTION TO BINARY SYSTEM 


In late 1962 or early 1963, one of our maths teachers gave the class an introductory lesson 
on the binary system using a card-sorting visual aid. The teacher had carefully prepared 
16 punched cards using cardboard divider cards saved from boxes of Shredded Wheat! He 
numbered the 16 cards from zero to 15. 


According to the binary system, he explained, each card only required 4 holes or slots to 
uniquely identify it. Zeros are holes and ones are slots. He had punched four holes in each of 
the 16 cards using a hole punch beforehand. For each 1, he had cut out a slot using a Stanley 
Knife. The slot runs from the hole to the edge of the card, as shown in the image below. Card 
7, for example, needs one hole and three slots. 


Binary Code 


0000 8 
0001 9 
0010 10 
0011 11 
0100 12 
0101 13 
0110 14 


0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

(> ae 15 


First position 
when sorting 
with needle 


Sorting direction 


Figure 4 A punched binary card showing holes and slots needed for card No. 7 
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The teacher then asked one of the boys to mix up the punched cards. He explained that no 
matter how you mixed the cards, it only needed 4 sifts to sort them back into numerical order. 
It all sounded like magic! 


To sort the shuffled cards, the teacher inserted a short knitting needle into the first position 
on the right (see Fig. 4) and lifted up a number of cards with the needle. All the cards with 
slots at the first position stayed in his hand. Like a conjurer, he placed the cards he had lifted 
up with the needle in front of the other cards in his hand. He then repeated the procedure for 
each of the remaining three positions, working from right to left. It worked. All the cards were 
back in numerical order again. We were all amazed! 


The educational value of the teacher's card-sorting ‘trick’ was to illustrate a mathematical 
concept in a fun and engaging way. Moreover, we also learned that punch-card sorting 
machines had been a key part of data processing (a new concept for us) since the 1890s. The 
machines could sort large batches of punched cards at high speed into card racks. Our class 
demo was just a low-tech version of what mechanical punch-card sorters do. It was my 
favourite maths lesson! 


7.2. LIME WATER BREATH EXPERIMENT 


| remember our science teacher demonstrated the Lime Water Breath Experiment to the 
class. He blew carbon dioxide (exhaled breath) through a pipette into a flask containing lime 
water (calcium hydroxide). He blew slowly without stopping for 60 seconds, turning the 
contents of the flask milky, demonstrating the presence of COzin his breath. Being able to 
blow non-stop for a minute was, we thought, much more impressive than the carbonic acid it 
produced! 


8. CRIME AND PUNISHMENT 


8.1. PAIN AND FEAR 


Daniel Magner, Maureen Ward's brother, had foul temper and was 
a bully. He “had many different ways of inflicting fear and pain”. *° 
If you failed to give the correct answer in class, or if you misbehaved, 
he would punish you by striking the palm of your hand several times 
with the side of a ruler with great force, or give you a Chinese burn 
on your wrist. ‘Rulering’ stung like hell! He also used to throw the 


blackboard duster in class. 


None of us dared to challenge the right of schoolmasters to cruelly 
punish us like that. This made us scared of some schoolmasters. 
There was often a boy on lookout duty somewhere, ready to warn 
other boys of an ‘enemy’ master approaching. The lookout would 
whisper "Cavey!" (KV), meaning "beware". We feared our 
schoolmasters as much as we respected them. In reality, some were 
also our ‘enemies’. 


Photo 12 D. Magner, 1956 
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8.2. HEADMASTER 


The headmaster, John Raymond Ward, was known by the boys as "JR". He had a distinctive, 
purple port-wine stain on one side of his face, which, at the time, boys said was a war wound 
caused by an exploding grenade. That was a myth. Ward never saw war service, as teachers 
were exempt from joining the armed forces in wartime. He taught geography and history, 
endorsed corporal punishment, made liberal use of the cane and was the mastermind behind 
the system of censorship on outgoing letters to boys’ parents. (see 9.12) 


Photo 13 Front row (L-R adults): Maureen Ward, J.R. Ward, Mrs Walker (?), Colonel Faro (bald) 
Daughter K.A. Maxine Ward at J.R. Ward's feet 2” 
Note JR’s clenched fist (circled red) 


8.3. CORPORAL PUNISHMENT 


Once, when boys in high spirits were jumping around on their beds in 
Dormitory 1 (Danielle Puttock's room; Year 3 in 2020) having a pillow 
\ fight and making a noise, the duty master came in, singled out the two 
7 boys involved and sent one to the headmaster’s study. There, he was 
|] given ‘six of the best’ (six strikes of the cane) by JR on his pyjamaed bottom 
with a long whippy cane. The rest of us cringed as we heard the sound of 
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the cane followed by the poor boy's anguished cries.“° The other boy was given a beating on 
his behind with a leather slipper in Colonel Faro’s study.”° The idea that our masters could 
get away with punishing young boys in their care seemed brutal and inhumane even then. In 
Ward's boot camp, there was nothing a boy could do. Just grin and bear. There was no such 
thing as an ‘appeal process’ for misdemeanours, so you just stoically accepted your fate. 


8.4. PREP AND DETENTION 


In the evenings, boys had to do their prep. This meant spending at least one hour each day in 
the classroom preparing for the following day's classwork. Sometimes prep was given as a 
form of punishment. If you were caught doing something wrong, such as hitting another boy 
or being insubordinate to a prefect, you would invariably be given an hour's detention after 
school, during which you would either have to write out a hundred lines or do extra prep. 
Boys told to do their detention on Sunday evenings in winter, would end up missing the film 
show. 


| was once given an hour's extra prep by Peter Kirby, the head boy until mid-1961. | forget 
what | had done wrong. My penance was to do Latin exercises at five o'clock on a cold, dark 
morning in an unheated classroom (the heating only came on at 6 am), before starting my 
fagging duties. He never came to check that | was in the classroom, or that | had done the 
work. Either he must have trusted me, or he was too lazy to get up, or he just forgot. 


8.5. THE CRUCIFIXION 


A dormitory prefect would sometimes punish a boy in the dormitory for some transgression, 
such as disobeying a request, talking after lights out, or for being insubordinate. One of the 
more sadistic punishments was called the "crucifixion". 


| witnessed this in Hoods on the first floor. The punishment involved the boy in question having 
to stand in the middle of the dorm in his pyjamas, without his pyjama top, arms outstretched 
parallel to the floor, for three minutes, with all the windows wide open, often in cold weather. 
It could be pretty draughty. If your arms dropped down too far, a minute was added to the 
punishment time! “Too far” was rather arbitrary. 


The punishment was extremely painful and humiliating, as you had to stand there in full view 
of all your dorm-mates who quietly enjoyed watching you suffer. As far as | know, the school 
was unaware that this cruel punishment was going on behind the scenes. 


8.6. NAUTICAL-STYLE PUNISHMENT 


Prefects who were a year or two older than you, had powers to discipline (read: abuse) 
younger schoolboys, with the tacit approval of the school authorities. Ironically, learning how 
to tie knots in the Sea Scouts enabled one prefect to make his own cat-‘o-nine tails—a tool 
once used to flog sailors in Nelson’s Navy at the end of the 18th century. This sadistic tool was 
made of twine, with up to nine ball-shaped knots tied to a short rope with a pleated handle. 
The prefect used his cat-'o-nine tails to lash the back of boys’ knees, to get them to line up in 
an orderly queue in the school corridor before mealtimes. 
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9. MISCELLANEOUS 


9.1. HEAF GUN IN LIBRARY 


A doctor visited the school once and gave all the boys a ‘Heaf test’ in the library. This tested 
whether you had been exposed to tuberculosis infection. The medic used a Heaf gun, a metal, 
spring-loaded, syringe-like gun mounted with a disposable needle head. It delivered a circle 
of six needle punctures in your left forearm. 


If, after a few days, a ring of red dots appeared on your skin, it indicated a positive reaction. 
Boys who tested positive, like me, were advised to have their lungs X-rayed in hospital as a 
precaution. Some parents were wary of having their children exposed to too much radiation, 
and so withheld their sons from follow-ups. | was one of those boys, as | had been X-rayed 
several times before. 


RADIATION EXPOSURE 


In the 1960s, there was concern about the genetic defects that could result from excessive 
exposure to radiation. The spectre of Hiroshima and Nagasaki probably still loomed heavily on 
the minds of parents who had been through WWII. Moreover, children’s feet were also 
accumulating unmonitored amounts of radiation from pedoscopes used when fitting shoes in 
shops like Milwards. 


9.2. LAST MAN STANDING 


Sometimes spelling or mental arithmetic quizzes were run by the subject teacher in the last 
half of the lesson. The class would all have to stand while each boy had to answer a question 
asked by the teacher. If you got the answer wrong, you were ‘knocked out’ and had to sit down. 
The last man standing was declared the winner. | won one of the arithmetic quizzes, as | had 
managed to remember those now defunct imperial units of measurement called rods, poles 
and perches.*° 


9.3. KITCHEN PERSONNEL 


| used to hang around the kitchen for company so | could talk to Sylvia, one of the three 
cooks there. She had a Spanish accent and lived in the small holiday chalet located somewhere 
between the swimming pool and the Scout Hut. There was Victor (Killick) who worked as a 
handyman. He lived in a caravan near the rubbish dump behind the green hutted classrooms. 
Victor had a lazy way of sloping around the school as if in a dream or on tranquillizers. He used 
to leer at me in an inane way when | passed him. He had a slack jaw and a speech impediment 
which made it difficult to understand him. 


Schoolboys used to take advantage of his gullibility by playing cruel pranks on him. They once 
placed a very realistic looking plastic dog turd on the floor of the table tennis room and then 
told Victor. While fetching his cleaning equipment, the boys whisked away the turd. When 
Victor arrived on the scene, there was no turd to be found, leaving poor Victor scratching his 
head! 
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A number of “helpers” were bussed in from Leybourne Grange Hospital, a home for 1,200 
patients with mental health issues, near Maidstone, Kent. In the 1960s, Mrs Ward employed up 
to three Grangers as school cleaners and two other Grangers ferried meals and equipment 
to/from the kitchen to the refectory. 


The kitchen staff and the Leybourne Grangers all worked under Mrs Ward's direction. The 
kitchen somehow managed to churn out three meals a day, seven days a week for 80 boys 
plus masters. Sylvia would sometimes cook a tasty concoction made with onions, mince and 
dark-brown gravy, and served it with thick slices of fried bread. 


9.4. BARBER SHOP 


Just inside the front entrance on the left, next door to the library, the was a small room with 
a window. That was the barber shop! There, a visiting barber turned up every few months to 
cut boys’ hair. You could not choose a style. We all got short-back-and-sides, army-style. 


In 2020, this space had been absorbed by the Front Office. 


9.5. SCARLET FEVER 


In 1962, | caught scarlet fever at the school. Symptoms included a rash of small red pimples on 
face and trunk. As it was highly contagious and had the potential to paralyse school life if left 
unchecked, | was immediately quarantined for two weeks in a bungalow up an incline roughly 
opposite the gymnasium. Alone. The property is known as Skippers Hill Cottage, according to 
the Land Registry map plan of 30 June 2008. No lessons or visitors! Apart from Matron, that is. 
She brought me up meals from the kitchen, and letters. 


JR’S HISTORY STENCIL 


While quarantined, the only thing | could do was rest, read books and memorise JR’s list of 
history dates which was printed on yellow stencilled paper. The history stencil contained at 
least five pages of English monarchs listed chronologically and by Royal House, starting with 
Alfred the Great and ending with Elizabeth Il. It included the dates of important historical 
battles and a few world events up to the Suez Crisis of 1956. 


9.6. REFECTORY COMPETITION 


A table-clearing competition was held in the refectory, to find the table of boys that could clear 
away their tableware and cutlery and wipe the surfaces clean, the fastest. The winning table 
would earn a special treat. In 1961, my table won. As a reward, we were taken to see the recently 
released film The Guns of Navarone at a cinema in Eastbourne. 
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9.7. REWARDS REGIME 


Each boy belonged to one of the three school ‘houses’: Livingstone, Drake or Scott. Mine 
was Livingstone. Each house had its own house prefect and house colour with matching 
sweatshirt, respectively red, blue and green, to enable teachers to identify which house you 
belonged to. If you behaved in ways that were approved by your teachers, you were awarded 
stars against your name on the House Board. 


Stars were awarded for schoolwork, good behaviour or for a sporting achievement. 
Sometimes stars just appeared on the board and you had no idea what behaviour had been 
rewarded, which seemed bonkers to me. Anyhow, the stars you earned for your house helped 
decide the winner of the inter-house competition. The house with the most stars earned each 
member of the house a treat. 


9.8.A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM 


In the Summer Term of 1961, boys with acting talent staged Shakespeare's A Midsummer 
Night's Dream, with Peter Kirby® (head boy; violinist) in the comic role of Bottom. It was held 
outside in the rear courtyard. The grassy bank, with a sundial in its centre, was used as the 
stage. The audience watched the play with their backs to the playing fields. It was highly 
amusing and a great success. | think Maxine Ward may have also taken part [unconfirmed]. | 
cannot be sure as | no longer have the playbill. 


@ See Interview with Peter G. Kirby-Higgs later in Part 4. 
9.9. WARD EXPELS SICK BOY 


In 1962, one of the boys whose surname began with “W”, indecently assaulted one of the other 
boarders. The incident was reported to a dorm prefect who escalated the 
incident to the highest level JR). The circumstances were investigated, after 
which the boy in question was confined to the sick bay for a week or two, 
and prohibited from attending lessons, or having contact with other boys, or 
eating in the refectory. We were just told that he was "sick". As Ward had a 
zero tolerance for transgressive behaviour, the boy was quietly expelled 
shortly afterwards. Another example of Ward's resolute iron-fistedness. 


Iron fist 


9.10. FIRE DRILLS 


Officially, there were supposed to be two drills a year, but | only remember one drill in my 
three plus years there. One night, there was an unannounced fire drill. Boys were awoken in 
the dead of night by an alarm and had to proceed—while half asleep in their pyjamas and 
dressing gowns—all the way down to the clubrooms. That was the designated ‘muster 
station’ in the event of a fire or drill. A roll call was conducted by one of the masters to 
determine who had reached the assembly point in time. Boys who did not make it to the 
assembly point within, | think, five minutes of the alarm going off, were declared "burned"! 
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9.11. CENSORSHIP 


Each weekend, if there was no exeat,*' boys would sit in a 
classroom and pen a letter home to their parents, thanking them 
for their letters and presents, and updating them on their progress 
at school. Letters had to sound positive. All outgoing letters were 
routinely opened, read and, if necessary, censored by the school. 
The school zealously guarded its reputation and made sure that 
nothing negative leaked out to parents that might potentially 
damage the school. Letters containing negative sentiments such as 
homesickness, references to corporal punishment, bullying, 
expulsions or school diet, were immediately returned to the boy in 
question for rewriting. There was a tangible sense that Big Brother 
was watching you. 


s BROTHER 
WATCHING YOU 


The rumour had it that the postman colluded in the censorship. Letters which the postman 
found surreptitiously deposited in the nearest pillar box, got returned to the school. 


| once wrote a letter to my parents saying that | was unhappy at school and asked to be 
withdrawn. My letter was promptly returned for rewriting! And you had to stay in the classroom 
until the rewritten letter was deemed acceptable. Sometimes letters were actually read out in 
class to humiliate their authors. That was pretty low. Ironically, one of my ‘better’ letters 
(a rewritten one) was read out in class and held up as an example of a letter every boy should 
write home to his parents. It was positive and factual, but devoid of any emotion, humour or 
complaint! 


In 1948, Article 12 of the UD of Human Rights declared that everyone had a right to privacy, 
a right that extended to correspondence. In practice, the school decided schoolboys were 
exempt. Big Brother owned your right to privacy, not you. 


9.12. SATURDAYS 


On Saturdays in the Spring, boys were allowed to watch rugby union matches on a black-and- 
white TV in JR’s study. Each week, a small group of boys were invited to take high tea with 
the Wards. We sat on comfortable sofas and chairs in front of a roaring fire (in winter), just like 
at home, eating Mrs Ward's (or possibly Sylvia's) dainty homemade sandwiches and cakes. 


Our teatime hosts acted as surrogate parents. These cosy get-togethers were supposed to 
help you feel at home at weekends when you were at school. And, if something was bothering 
you, which you had not shared with your housemaster, it was supposedly a golden opportunity 
to share any issues you had with the headmaster in the presence of his wife. 


| felt very uncomfortable about etiquette. You had to walk on eggshells in case you said 
something out of turn or chewed a sandwich impolitely. | had no social chit-chat skills. | was 
also concerned about sharing any problems with the Wards in front of other boys. Too much 
truth can be a bad thing. Any information you revealed could be misused and get you roughed 
up later for being a sneak. The dual roles of headmaster and benign surrogate parent seemed 
incompatible to me even then, so | kept shtum. 
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9.13. MRS WARD AND SIR WALTER SCOTT 


During one cosy Saturday afternoon tea party, Mrs Ward told invited boys about her tough 
upbringing, and how her father, Maurice Magner, a teacher, once promised she could go to 
the circus or fairground [a treat] only after she had read all the novels of Sir Walter Scott. Some 
30 volumes, | believe! Moral of story: we should count our blessings, as when she was young, 
times were so much tougher. A case of ‘inverse pride’, like in Monty Python’s 
Four Yorkshiremen sketch? Our treats were regular film shows and, for some boys, high tea 
with the Wards. 


9.14. SUNDAYS 


On Sunday mornings, boys would be bussed to St Dunstan’s Church in Mayfield for a service 
of lessons, hymns and a lengthy sermon. We used to have to queue up in pairs on the 
pavement, church-side. We all wore grey suits, striped school tie and black shoes. Boys carried 
a few loose coins with them to drop into the offering bag. 


On Sunday evenings, boys took a hot bath in the bathroom. The room contained four to six 
bathtubs. It was located on the first-floor landing that had three dormitories leading off it. 
There was just one WC down a small flight of steps to the right, used by all first-floor 
dormitories and some masters. 


Matron supervised the intimate bathing ritual, washing boys’ backs as they sat naked in the 
bath. She also dispensed first-aid, plasters, pills, steam inhalers (for colds and influenza) and 
medications from a large medicine cupboard standing opposite the bathroom. As many as 
five or six boys took turns using the same bathwater, before the dirty water was refreshed! | 
disliked bathtime, as it all seemed rather unhygienic to say the least. 


9.15. SUNDAY FILM SHOW IN A DORM 


There were two ground-floor dormitories leading off the main hall of the school. In 
Dormitory 2, which had a large fireplace on the west-facing wall [see Ground Floor Plan in 
Appendix], the Alfred Hitchcock thriller North By Northwest was screened one Sunday 
evening. 


During the film show, at the point when Cary Grant and Eva Marie Saint kissed as the train was 
about to enter a tunnel, the projector was switched off, the film advanced, and the projector 
turned on again. Bizarrely, the tunnel sequence was deliberately skipped by the 
school/projectionist, perhaps because its risqué symbolism was considered unsuitable for 
young, impressionable schoolboys.*? More censorship. Unbelievable, but true! 
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9.16. NO MORE LATIN, NO MORE FRENCH 


On the last day of term, boys would be given their end-of-term reports to hand to their 
parents, and a holiday reading list. At least one book had to be read, which you would be 
tested on at the start of a new term. There was a great sense of relief about going home for 
the school holidays. Boys would recant the schoolboy rhyme: No more Latin, no more French, 
no more sitting on the old school bench! While most boys were collected by car, other boys 
travelled home by steam train from Mayfield Railway Station [closed 1965]. 


9.17. CHRISTMAS CONCERT | DECEMBER 1962 


In 1962, on the last day of the winter term, a cold and dark December night, a school concert 
was held in the gymnasium. The concert included excerpts from Handel's Messiah. My voice 
gave up the day before the concert and so my stand-in took over the soprano role singing 
Come Unto Him, All Ye That Labour and Rest. After the concert, boys left school to spend 
Christmas at home, as heavy snow fell that night, blanketing Britain for months. 


9.18. SCHOOL BETRAYS TOP-EARNING SCOUT 


Before the Easter holidays in 1963, Mander organised a competition 
to raise funds for his Sea Scout Troop. Sea Scouts had to carry out 
Bob-a-Jobs during the holiday. The scout earning the most money 
would win a haversack. 


After Easter, | was withdrawn from school for financial reasons. My 
father handed over my earnings at an ‘exit meeting’. It turned out | had 
earned the most money, having amassed the princely sum of £5 and 
5 shillings.** 


However, the school reneged on the deal and refused to award me the prize as | was no longer 
a scholar there. Nevertheless, Ward and Mander happily banked my earnings! Their decision 
was unethical, inequitable and a flagrant act of betrayal. An appeal fell on stony ground. The 
school was unyielding: the iron fist. 


That event, coupled with Mr Newton's predatory behaviour, changed me and made me 
mistrustful of people in authority. It was a bitter-sweet moment. On the one hand, | was 
unable to say goodbye to schoolfriends and rightfully claim the haversack. On the other hand, 
| felt a huge sense of relief that | was not going back, not least because after CE there were 
plans to send me, against my wishes, to HMS Worcester, a nautical training college-ship 
moored on the River Thames at Greenhithe, Kent. 
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10. INTERVIEW 


10.1. PETER KIRBY-HIGGS: HEAD BOY 


Photo 14 Peter Kirby wearing Skippers cap and tie 
Courtesy of Peter Kirby-Higgs 


SMITH Hi Peter, | remember that you were head boy at Skippers Hill Manor Prep School until 
you left in 1961. What can you remember of your time there? 


KIRBY | was at Tavistock Hall, Heathfield, from 1951 to 1954. In 1954, many of the pupils, 
myself included, migrated from Heathfield to Five Ashes. The headmaster, JR, transferred from 
Heathfield to Skippers shortly afterwards. | remember very clearly the time | spent at Skippers. 
JR and Maureen Ward were like second parents. | also remember that JR was fairly liberal with 
the cane. 


SMITH Can you remember why you moved from Tavistock Hall to Skippers? 


KIRBY I've always assumed that this was purely for commercial reasons. Someone calculated 
the minimum number of pupils needed to support the new school, and JR made the selection. 


SMITH Do you remember anything about the teachers at Skippers? 
KIRBY | particularly remember two teachers: Mander. He was also known as ‘Skip’. He was the 


scoutmaster and taught maths and was a former naval lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserve. 
He [ed. claimed he] was a descendant of Sir Walter Raleigh. 
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He took the Sea Scouts once on a summer camp in Cornwall,® to an estate owned by his family, 
which he said they had inherited via a long and presumably tribulated line of succession from 
Sir Walter Raleigh, himself a Cornishman. I'm pretty sure he drove a super-elegant 
Alvis Speed 20. | think he took a few of us in his car for a ride from time to time. 


seme 


Photo 15 An Alvis Speed 20 SA sports 4-seater built in 1933 


Then there was Magner, an Irishman. He was a total prat. For example, he took delight in cruel 
sarcasm, which is not a good way to motivate young boys. He married a junior teacher 
(Molly Malone) who was also Irish and thick as two short planks. Mander and Magner disliked 
each other. And, of course, there was the Colonel [ed. Faro] who taught Greek, one of my 
subjects. 


SMITH Do you remember why they disliked each other? 


KIRBY Primarily because Magner was a prize idiot. And because Magner was jealous of 
Mander’s popularity with the boys. 


SMITH Methinks that the Walter Raleigh story is another myth generated by Mander. | would 
love it to be true, but alas, given the other myths (or misinformation) generated at Skippers 
over the years, | think it's probably a summer-camp bonfire yarn with no basis in fact. In fact, 
if you check out Sir Walter Raleigh on Wikipedia under the section Raleigh’s descendants, it 
says and | quote: “Many people claim descent from Sir Walter Raleigh, but nearly all have no 
basis in fact”. 


KIRBY Could be a myth. Or it could be that the estate once belonged to Walter Raleigh. [ed. 
After all], he was dispossessed of many estates when he fell out of favour. 


SMITH How did you become head boy in the first place? What was the selection process like? 


KIRBY | was head boy from 1960 to 1961.1 have always assumed the appointment was made 
by JR perhaps in consultation with other members of the teaching staff. The duties were rather 


8 Devon (Dartmouth), not Cornwall. SWR was born in Devon. 
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loosely defined. Active roles in ceremonies, greeting important visitors, some impromptu 
consultation with JR on various issues. If my recollection is correct, it was for no longer than a 
year. It may sound arrogant to say this, but | had just assumed it was a natural evolution and 
an evident duty. | was already head of the Scouts and Rugby Captain and probably the longest- 
standing pupil at the time. It never really occurred to me that | was supposed to enjoy it. 


SMITH Do you recall any of the boys’ names at Skippers between 1953-1961? Boys such as 
Shead (Indian, | think, good at cricket), who became head boy after you? 


KIRBY Yes. | remember Shead. | think my mother enjoyed meeting his parents once. | vaguely 
remember that he looked swarthy. Anglo-Indian, | presume. My best friend at school was a 
French boy, Reginald Diot. | heard later that he had become an officer in the French Army. 


Photo 16 Peter Kirby (L) and Reginald Diot (R) at Skippers, Summer 1956 
Courtesy of Peter Kirby-Higgs 


SMITH Anyone else? 


KIRBY Yes. | also remember Bentinck-Budd. He was, | presume, a relative of the eponymous 
British Fascist. And there was Shawcross who, | believe, was the son of Hartley Shawcross. 


SMITH Do you remember watching TV (e.g. rugby union matches) in the headmaster’s study? 
KIRBY Yes. The only TV was in JR's study. Occasionally, when something important and suitable 


was being aired, a few boys would be invited to watch in front of the fireplace. Very cosy. 
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SMITH What other memories do you have? 


KIRBY | remember the Sea Scouts marching to the church in Mayfield for the Remembrance 
Sunday service. 


The photograph shows a gaunt-looking Mander (‘Skip’) wearing shorts, striding along beside 
us. I'm the one on the far right carrying a flag and wearing glasses. 


See 

War Memorial photo 
same day 

in Appendix 


Photo 17 Sea Scouts on Remembrance Sunday, 13 November 1960 
Courtesy of Peter Kirby-Higgs 


| also remember some of the other boys. There was a boy called Rawlins [see Postscript to 
Interview]. He went to Pangbourne, | believe. And there was Kenneth C. Dunn. As his mother 
and mine were both divorcees living in Hampstead, London, they used to exchange ‘husband’ 
stories. 


There was also a very mischievous Dutch boy called Goudie. Not sure of the spelling.*? And 
then there was the Iranian contingent. When we received tuck parcels from home, the 
favourite content was Cadbury's chocolate biscuits. Traditionally, you would share out the box 
with your friends during dinner. The Iranians used to receive chocolate ants. As you can 
imagine, there weren't many takers! 
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Another fond memory: we used to do a lot of Shakespearean plays. For some reason, | always 


got given the comic role in school plays: Bottom (Skippers), Caliban (Skippers) and Falstaff 
(KSC). 


SMITH Yes, | remember you in Midsummer Night's Dream. Where did you go after Skippers? 


Photo 18 Goudie (NLG) at Skippers | Summer 1956 
Courtesy of Peter Kirby-Higgs 


KIRBY | went to The King’s School, Canterbury (KSC). | got in King’s on the strength of a 
reasonable CE and because they wanted musicians. 


SMITH | remember that you had violin lessons at Skippers and once gave a recital in front of 
the whole school. 
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KIRBY Yes, that's right. 


SMITH You may be interested to know that Faro went to The King's School, Canterbury, 
52 years before you! 


KIRBY | didn't know the Colonel had been there too. 
SMITH Tell me something about your time at King’s. 


KIRBY | was at King’s from 1961 to April 1965 where | was a member of Galpin’s, one of the 
school’s eight houses. | acted in a school play called The Mock Doctor in the role of ‘Harry’ and 
played lots of rugby for Junior Colts XV (colours) and later for the 2nd and 3rd XV. Once | threw 
the discus 120 ft. in an interschool match between KSC and Eastbourne College, coming first. 
Later, | managed a throw of 131 ft. against Tonbridge School, coming 3rd. 


| also took part in various cross-country and athletics events (880 yds; 1 mile) for Galpin’s, and 
once lost a tough boxing match against W. Davies. In a light-hearted, end-of-term debate held 
in Tenterden [ed. Kent], | co-proposed that James Bond was more British than the Rolling 
Stones. The motion was carried 81 to 42. 


In 1963, | donned a Combined Cadet Force (CCF) naval uniform, with an anchor over my 
shoulder, and carried it all the way from Scotland. 


SMITH What was that all about?! 


KIRBY The CCF Naval contingent went to a Summer Training Camp at the Kyle of Lochalsh 
where there was a tiny naval base. On one of the outings, | found an ancient anchor and, 
despite its considerable weight, smuggled it back to Westgate-on-Sea where | always spent 
my summers working at a beachfront café in St Mildred’s Bay called Pav's Tea Gardens, owned 
by Herbert Smith, a film director and friend of my stepfather [ed. Higgs]. | donated the anchor 
to him for his patio. Unbeknown to me, he called the press. It was immensely embarrassing at 
King’s. Our Cantuarian magazine wondered whether it was a publicity stunt, yet praised my 
initiative. 


SMITH What did you do after King’s? 


KIRBY In 1965, | went to the London School of Economics where | graduated with a BSc in 
Economics in 1968. 


SMITH What did you do after LSE? 

KIRBY After Uni, one of my neighbours in Greenwich, a shipping agent, got me a job as a deck 
hand on a 650-ton Dutch cargo ship that worked out of Scheveningen in Holland. It was 
incredibly hard and dangerous work. 

SMITH | can imagine. Any lasting memories? 

KIRBY Yes. When we docked in Leixdes, the port serving Oporto, some of us discovered 


charcoal-grilled lobster and the local Vinho Verde, a luxury we would never have been able to 
afford back then in the UK or Holland. 
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SMITH What did you do after that? 


KIRBY | worked for multinational companies on four continents. In 1972, while working for 
Unilever, | was given a two-year posting to Portugal. Around then, | met and married Gaby, a 
girl from Oporto. After buying a flat outside Lisbon, Unilever decided to post me to Istanbul 
and then Nairobi. 


After 10 years working in Turkey, Africa and North America 
(Toronto) as Marketing Director for Pepsi-Cola and 
General Manager of Playtex, the bra company, | moved 
back to Portugal where | now live. 


| currently work as a business consultant and teach MBA 
classes at several universities. I’m also the Portugal 


representative of the Old King’s School Association. 


SMITH Impressive. Have you ever been back to Skippers? 


KIRBY Yes. Gaby and | made a pilgrimage there a couple 
of years ago. The school looked a lot smaller than | remember. The grounds still look 
magnificent. And Mayfield has developed rather nicely. 

SMITH Yes, | noticed the same. Especially the small size of the dormitories. We were so small, 
of course, and everything would have appeared huge to us then. It amazes me how they 
managed to cram so many beds in each dorm. 


SMITH Do you have any old school photographs taken at Skippers? 


KIRBY | think | have an old school photograph somewhere. Over the weekend | will look 
through my boxes of old photos and send you some stuff. 


SMITH That would be great. Thanks. 
KIRBY You're welcome. 


SMITH Do you have any idea how the dormitories ‘Braithwaites’ and ‘Richard Jones’ got their 
names? 


KIRBY Richard Jones, and one other dorm on the first floor, were named after former pupils. 
Never met them. A small bedroom [ed. sick bay] on the landing was called ‘Kirby’! | believe its 
name was later changed to ‘Faro’! [ed: unconfirmed] 


SMITH Interesting. Thank you for sharing all your recollections of Skippers with me. 


KIRBY Thanks again for getting in touch. 


Interview © 2020 Peter K. Smith 
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POSTSCRIPTS TO INTERVIEW 


SMITH | have come across an R.J. Rawlings who was at Pangbourne, whose address during 
Lent term 1964 was The Hill House, Westerham, Kent. He could be one of your schoolfriends. 
A tip-off | recently received, suggests that his current address is Bexhill, East Sussex. (Sep 2020). 


SMITH The Magner you referred to was in fact Daniel F. Magner (b. 1932, Ireland), a brother 
of Maureen Ward (née Magner). He married Mary E. Mallon (Molly is a diminutive of Mary) 
who was born in Celbridge, Ireland in 1934. So your memory served you pretty well! This means 
that in 1956, Magner and Mallon (not Malone) would have been about 24 and 22 years old, 
respectively. They married in Uckfield in 1958, which ties in nicely with your remembering them 
getting married while you were still at Skippers. They had a child called Brendon who died in 
March 2017, in exactly the same month and year as his father Daniel. This suggests they were 
involved in a tragic accident in which both perished, or else it was just a remarkable 
coincidence. 
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11. INTERVIEW 


11.1. ANDREW ROBERT PILLAR OBE: DEPUTY HEAD BOY 


SMITH Hi Andrew, | remember you at Skippers Hill Manor Prep 
School. We were in the Wolf Cub Pack and the Sea Scouts. Do 
you remember any of our teachers at the school? 


PILLAR Hi Peter. Yes, | remember several. Dan Magner, 
Mr Newton from New Zealand, particularly because he was 
slimy and probably what we would call a paedophile today. And 
there was Colonel Faro, Richard Mander (aka Skip), and a 
mousey little chap whose name | cannot remember. Burfield, | 
think. 


SMITH Burfield? Ah, that would have been Brian Burfield. In 
1990, he was a Senior Master at Skippers teaching Maths and 
Religious Studies. He became JR Ward's right hand man. He is 
thought to have done a short stint as headmaster before 1986. 
In 1990, when Tim Lewis took over from Michael Anderson as 
headmaster, Burfield was basically deputy head in all but name 
and salary. 3° Anyway, do you remember what your best 
subjects were at school? 


PILLAR OK. Good to know about Burfield. Best subjects were 
geography, French and English. 


SMITH Interesting. French was one of my best subjects too. 
Who, in your opinion, was the best teacher at Skippers, 
and why? 


Photo 19 Andrew R. Pillar 
Tonbridge, Kent, 1963 


PILLAR In my opinion, Richard Mander was the best one. He was a quirky, unorthodox teacher 
who made learning interesting and gave you his time. | loved the Cubs and Sea Scouts, 
particularly the summer camps he held in Dartmouth. He was a bit like Captain Jack Sparrow,?” 
and his room was like a ship’s cabin. | really looked up to him. | can still smell that mix of rum 
and tobacco. 


SMITH Ah, yes, the smoking. He was a chain smoker and | vividly recall his fingers being heavily 
nicotined. 


PILLAR My parents got to know him a bit. He was in the RNR or RNVR. | think he wanted to 
be a regular officer, but was thwarted in his attempts for some reason. He spent quite a bit of 
his spare time attending courses or training. He definitely liked a tipple. 


SMITH You are quite right about his naval interests. He was indeed a Royal Naval Reservist 


until 1962. You can read more about his life aboard various minesweepers and why his naval 
career never panned out the way he had hoped, in a biography | wrote about him. 
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PILLAR OK, | very much look forward to reading it. 


SMITH Did you ever see Mander's sports car, or get to ride in it? 


PILLAR No, | didn’t. But | do remember “Tin Lizzie”, modified from an old Ford Popular, or 
something like that, which was used to collect mown grass from the playing fields. 


SMITH | don't remember “Tin Lizzie”. Did you ever see how Mander accessed his flat (sleeping 
quarters) in the school? 


PILLAR Yes, as | recall he used a ..... to access his room. (see biography Finding Mander). 


SMITH Yes, that’s correct. Quite eccentric, | thought at the time. | think he slept in a hammock. 
Which school house did you belong to? 


PILLAR | belonged to Drake. In fact, | was Head of Drake and deputy head boy. | cannot recall 
what my responsibilities were. 


SMITH OK. By the way, Mander used Drake House as his school address on notepaper. So, 
looking back, what did you think was the purpose of belonging to a particular school house? 


PILLAR The aim was to encourage teamwork, being part of a structure, competitiveness. 


SMITH What do you remember about Colonel Faro? Do you recall any idiosyncrasies of 
his? Was he a good teacher? 


PILLAR | hated his Latin lessons. | didn’t like Latin and rarely had my translations prepared. He 
had a short fuse and always seemed grumpy. He had a painting of a nude on the wall of his 
room, which | found quite bewitching. What | did like was the way he made us think about 
how some English words had Latin derivations. That was something | was quite good at. 


SMITH | did not remember seeing a nude painting. Do you remember a general 
knowledge quiz that Colonel Faro organised? If so, please describe what you can remember 
about it. 


PILLAR | can remember the quiz, but not much more than that. What | do remember is Faro 
appearing on a TV Quiz Show and winning £1,000. We were allowed to watch it on TV. 


SMITH The TV Quiz Show appearance is news to me. How interesting. Were you 
ever rulered in class? (i.e. struck with the side of a ruler). If so, can you remember why? 


PILLAR Daniel Magner had a foul temper and was a bully. He would ruler boys, throw the 
blackboard duster in class and administer a Chinese burn to an unsuspecting boy. He did that 
by gripping the top a boy's forearm with both hands and then rotating his hands in opposite 
directions, stretching the skin. | am not sure whether he acted out of frustration or whether he 
got pleasure from doing it. Perhaps a combination of both. 


SMITH Yes, | remember that. He was not the only sadistic schoolmaster at Skippers. Did you 
ever get caned or slippered, and if so, by whom? What reasons were given? 


PILLAR | got caned three of four times by JR and slippered by Colonel Faro. Reasons were 
given. 


SMITH That fits. Peter Kirby said that JR was “liberal with the cane”, so your experiences 
corroborate his observation. What do you remember about JR Ward and his wife? 
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PILLAR JR Ward could be a bit of a bully. He had a policy of awarding thrashings for poor 
academic performance. | was on the receiving end a few times. | found his wife, Maureen Ward, 
a bit scary. Lots of black hair, a deep voice (smoker?), Irish and a staunch Catholic. 


SMITH You are quite correct about Mrs Ward. She was indeed an Irish Catholic. You mentioned 
Mr Newton earlier. Can you reveal a little more about his activities? 


PILLAR Mr Newton was only at Skippers for a short while, as | recall. I'm not sure whether he 
was a supply teacher, or whether he was ‘moved on’. | don’t remember what he taught. He had 
a very small bedroom with a desk, located on the right at the top of the stairs. He had oily 
black hair and was heavily scented. He insisted on seeing us to discuss our schoolwork only 
after we had changed into our pyjamas. He made us stand very close to him. | felt frightened 
in his company and couldn't get away from him fast enough. That's as far as it went with me, 
but | wouldn't describe his behaviour as appropriate. 


SMITH Newton was the master | fagged for. I’m glad you reminded me of his name. He was a 
creep. He taught scripture and possibly English. | used to record passages from his Bible 
Concordance on the tape recorder in his room. He took advantage of his position of authority 
by fondling boys’ bottoms. He paid a third of a pound sterling for a term's fagging. | still have 
a mental map of his room. He needs to be named and shamed for his transgressive behaviour. 


PILLAR Yes. | agree. 


SMITH Were you musical and did you sing in the school choir? 


PILLAR Yes, | sang in the school choir. | was a ‘treble’, but weren't we all then? | did start 
playing the recorder, but | gave it up after one term. 


SMITH | was a boy soprano too. Did you perform in front of the school, or just at the church 
in Mayfield? Solos? 


PILLAR | only performed in school. | was put forward to sing solos, but didn’t want to. 
SMITH Were teachers professionally qualified, do you think, or were some just winging it? 


PILLAR Some of the younger teachers may have had a Postgraduate Certificate of Education, 
but | think most of the others fell into teaching at a time when there was little or no regulation, 
mandated checks or proper teacher training. 


SMITH | agree. My research shows that HM Inspectors of Schools inspected Skippers in 1969 
and reported similar findings about the lack of properly qualified teachers. What sports were 
you good at Skippers? 


PILLAR None particularly. | was on the fringe of all the 1st Teams, and often travelled with 
them as the ‘spare man’. 


SMITH What do you remember about the Big Triangle? (cross-county runs). 
PILLAR Not much, apart from barley sugar and the overpowering smell of manure. 


SMITH OK. Well, it was four miles long, not three, as many thought. It was damn tough, 
especially the last mile uphill to the school gates. | once witnessed a master whipping an 
overweight straggler behind the knees with a branch, to get him to speed up. Sadistic bastard. 
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I'm wondering now whether that master might have been Daniel Magner, given what you said 
about him earlier. 


PILLAR It’s possible. He had all the right credentials. 


SMITH Who were your closest friends at school? 


PILLAR Hugh Wallace, Patanachai Navisthrira, Bijan Nahai, Talbot-Weiss and Christopher (?) 
Alcock. 


SMITH Wow! You are good at remembering difficult foreign names! Do you remember any of 
the Thai or African boys? 


PILLAR Yes. The Thai boys were Kata Charaseurini, Pipat Kraiseraphong and Patanachai 
Navisthrira. The Iranian boy was Bijan Nahai. | don’t remember the names of the African boys. 


SMITH Impressive. Did you stay in touch with any of them? 


PILLAR | communicated with Patanachai Navisthrira for many years [ed. 29 yrs]. He became an 
officer in the Thai Army and rose to the rank of General, | think. We lost contact about 30 years 
ago. 


SMITH Shame you lost contact. Do you remember a boy called Banellis? 


PILLAR If my memory serves me well, | think Banellis was Canadian. He was big, quite softly 
spoken, serious and a bit of an introvert. 


SMITH That's a great description of him. Banellis was actually from Logan, Utah, USA. Like you, 
he joined the Navy. His final rank was Lieutenant Commander. You can read more about him 
in Part 3. 


PILLAR OK. Well | knew he was from North America. Look forward to reading more about him. 


SMITH Do you remember a boy called Robertson-Nicol? | think his first name was Hamish? 
And a good athlete, | think. 


PILLAR Yes, | remember him. He was fair and freckly. Cricket was his game, as | recall. He might 
have been good at athletics as well. 


SMITH What do you remember about the Wolf Cubs’ Camp at South Park, near Lewes? 


PILLAR It was brilliant. | remember swimming in a huge lake, but was terrified by stories |’d 
heard of giant pikes in the lake. We had a huge campfire, games and sketches. 


SMITH | have a photo taken of you at the camp wearing Cub uniform. You were a ‘Sixer’ then 
and we must have been pals, otherwise | would not have taken the photograph. 


PILLAR I'd like to have a copy of that photograph. 


SMITH | can arrange that. How did you occupy your evenings after prep? Hobbies? 


PILLAR Modelling and reading. | was a member of the Model Club and built balsa-wood 
aircraft. | spent most of my time in the woods when we were allowed. 


SMITH What do you remember about school meals? 
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PILLAR School meals were horrible. Always salad for Sunday lunch. Shepherd's Pie and jam 
tart, and some sort of suet dessert into which, we were convinced, the kitchen put all the 
leftovers. 


SMITH Yes, meals were pretty grim, | agree. Pilchards were the pits. | can still smell the blue 
plastic mugs from which we drank tea. Which dorms did you sleep in? 


PILLAR | started out in the one downstairs adjacent to the front entrance [ed. Dormitory One, 
Ground Plan], then the one near the dining room with huge leaded windows [ed. Dormitory 
Two, Ground Plan], then the one upstairs to the right overlooking the gravelled area and 
grounds [ed. Hoods]. Finally, | think, | slept in the dorm on the left supervising the bedwetters 
[ed. assume Richard Jones]. 


SMITH OK, that means you were in all the dormitories | slept in. Did you ever think 
about running away from school? 


PILLAR | recall it being a topic of conversation and that there were one or two attempts. | was 
initially very homesick, but never contemplated it myself. 


SMITH Do you remember any school plays/sketches put on by boys in the gymnasium or 
outdoors? 


PILLAR The only production | remember was an outdoor performance of Midsummer Night's 
Dream. | have a photo somewhere. 


SMITH Oh, great. Do please send me that photograph so | can include it in the school’s history. 
What films do you recall seeing in the gymnasium? 


PILLAR OK, | will look it out. It's somewhere up in the attic.© As regards films, | remember 
seeing ‘The Dambusters’ about three times. Also Tom Thumb and Bell, Book and Candle (BBC). 


SMITH Interesting that you recall BBC. That film starred Kim Novak. She was my teenage pinup. 
PILLAR Kim Novak, eh?! The ‘Hitchcock Blonde’. 


SMITH Yes, that’s right. Do you remember any of the cleaning/kitchen personnel at Skippers? 


PILLAR The only person | remember was Victor the cleaner/janitor. We all probably treated 
him somewhat cruelly. He lived in a caravan by the rubbish dump. 


SMITH Yep, | remember him too. How did you do in the Common Entrance examination? 
PILLAR | think | did OK. Well enough to get into Cranbrook anyway. | passed with about 67%. 
SMITH Well done. After Skippers, you went on to Cranbrook. What was it like there? 


PILLAR It was OK, but | didn’t really apply myself until ‘A’ levels. The standard of teaching there 
was mediocre. 


SMITH What activities did you pursue at Cranbrook? | know about the Antiques Club. 


© Photo was thrown away during a house move. 
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PILLAR | played loads of tennis in the summer and messed around with a motor scooter. 
| listened to a lot of music and took part in three end-of-term revues. 


SMITH What made you decide on a career in the Royal Navy? 


PILLAR | came from a service family. My father was an Army man, my uncle a Navy man. | had 
spent all my life amongst military families and close to the military at home and overseas. 
| loved military life and just fell into it really. 


SMITH Makes sense. Did you ever consider going to university? 


PILLAR | had thought about going to the School of Oriental Studies, University of London, to 
study Chinese, but at 15 | had already won a Royal Marines Scholarship, so | was committed. 


SMITH When did your naval commission terminate and what did you do afterwards? 


PILLAR | retired from the Royal Marines in 2002. | then spent nine years in the United Arab 
Emirates as a military advisor at the request of Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan—the 
Chief of Staff of the UAE Armed Forces then—overseeing a team of 320 expatriate military 
trainers. | then worked briefly in South Sudan for Adam Smith International, retiring in 2013. | 
now spend my time maintaining the family home on the edge of Dartmoor, visiting four 
married daughters and their families and work as the volunteer Chairman of the Devon Branch 
of SSAFA, the Armed Forces Charity. 


SMITH You had a very successful career, much travelling and a large family. My final question 
is in two parts: How do you look back on your time at Skippers and how do you think it 
shaped you? 


PILLAR My overall experience of Skippers was positive. | was homesick at first, the food was 
awful, the dorms were bitterly cold in winter, the teachers were a mixed bag, ranging from 
predatory to bullying to quirky. What | most enjoyed was the camaraderie and innocence of 
youth, whether it was through organised group activities like the Sea Scouts, or just things we 
dreamed up ourselves. In terms of shaping, the school taught me to be stoical, resilient and 
independent. It introduced me to other cultures and nationalities at an early stage of my life. 
And it also gave me a love of the outdoors. 


SMITH Stoical. Interesting that you chose that word. No doubt those qualities of resilience 
and stoicism came in very handy in stressful situations in theatres of war. You should be very 
proud of your Mention in Despatches, awarded for heroic services during the Falklands War.? 
Thank you for sharing your recollections of Skippers and your career with me. Well done 
Brigadier! Delighted to have known you. 


PILLAR It was a pleasure. | will sort through all my photographs and see what | can send you 


in the coming week. 


Interview © 2022 Peter K. Smith 


> See details in the Endnotes. 
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12. SCHOOL INSPECTORS’ REPORT 


12.1. INTRODUCTION 


This is a representative summary, compiled by the author, of the content of the Inspection Report (9 pages) which 
was drawn up by HM Inspectors (of Schools), following an inspection of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, 
Mayfield, Sussex (East) between 29 June and 3 July 1969 [Source A]. The content of HMI Report is rather inefficiently 
structured, making it unnecessarily difficult to spot the positives (here: Part 1) and the issues and proposed 
recommendations (here: Part 2). This summary is intended to resolve that. 


12.2. PART 1: THE POSITIVES 


GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 


1. Main building: (i) Picturesque manor house. (ii) Part of it dates back to C165 (iii) Grounds: 34 acres. 
(iv) Spacious playing fields & woodlands. (v) Superb views of Sussex. 

2. There is a waiting list for day boys. Headmaster plans to increase day-boy places and reduce boarders." 

3. Teaching area, cloakrooms, sanitary arrangements, ventilation and lighting: all satisfactory. 

4. Equipment: mainly satisfactory. 

5. Library: pleasant and comfortably furnished. 

6. Headmaster's wife providing efficient care - the boys are well looked after. 

7. Fire precautions: adequate. 

8. Discipline: no special problems. 

9. Health record: good. 

10. Staff: adequate and efficient and are under competent direction. 

11. Personal and food hygiene: high standard. 

12. Headmaster (JR Ward): (i) Man of integrity. (ii) Good teacher. (iii) Concerned with boys’ welfare. 
(iv) Running an efficient school.” 

13. Standards of reading, oral and written work: satisfactory. 

14. Teachers’ presentation and marking: good. 


|JUNIOR DEPARTMENT ® 


Positive assessment of Form IV's curriculum: the abilities and imaginations of pupils being challenged; pupils 
breadth of interests being developed. 


SENIOR DEPARTMENT*® 


1. Religious knowledge (scripture): (i) Older boys discussed issues in a sensible and quite well-informed 
way. (ii) Marking: constructively critical. 

2. History: exposition of material is clear and methodical. 

3. Geography: taught by an experienced teacher soon to undergo teacher training. 

4. Geography Room: (i) Sensibly furnished and equipped. (ii) Useful reference books and facilities for 
employing visual aids. 

5. French: emphasis on oral side, rightly so. Commendable insistence on good pronunciation. 

6. Latin: (i) Taught soundly and generally thoroughly. (ii) Main emphasis placed on language study and the 
supporting groundwork. 

7. Mathematics: (i) Modern series of textbooks. (ii) Traditional maths taught as well as newer topics. (iii) 
Arithmetic, algebra and geometry: well taught. (iv) Boys encouraged to explore denary and binary number 
systems, rotation, transformations and set theory. 

8. Science: (i) Lessons well presented. (ii) Reasonable time spent teaching subject. 

9. Art: well taught. Popular subject. 

10. Music (singing): Pitch, voice production and some reading of the stave: successfully taught. 

11. Physical education: (i) Outdoor facilities for PE: excellent. (ii) Extensive games areas. (iii) Swimming pool: well 
maintained. (iv) Plenty of vigorous exercise. (v) Older boys enjoy exacting programmes of gymnastics, 
swimming and games. 


© See: Farmstead in Part 1 of the history of Skippers, regarding date of manor house. 
* This is a response to the fall in demand for boarding places at the end of the 1960s. This was to affect Tavistock Hall too. 
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COMMUNITY LIFE* 


1. School is rich in recreational opportunities: (i) sports (games), swimming, riding. (ii) clubs for model 
railways, Sea Scouts, stamp collecting, natural history and science. 

2. Housemasters: responsible for personal welfare of the boys out of school. 

3. Boys’ behaviour: friendly, polite, neatly dressed. Boys feelings: “boys appear to be happy...”. (see 1.3). 


12.3. PART 2: ISSUES & RECOMMENDATIONS 


BUILDINGS 


1. Improve ventilation in Remove A. 
2. Improve kitchen and purchase new range. 
3. Dining Room is small & overcrowded. School has plans for a larger refectory. 


SCHOOL STOCK 


1. Replace old locker desks in 2 classrooms. 

Library: set aside capital sum annually to purchase more books, particularly for Latin and Science. 
Add to dormitory stock/furnishings. (see 6.14) 

Improve sanitary arrangements. (see 6.14) 


CURRICULUM SUBJECTS 


1. Art: (i) Allocate more time for subject. (ii) Little time for 3D work. (iii) Room too small for 12 pupils: bigger room 
needed. (iv) Add easels. (v) Try more ‘experimental’ crafts. (see 2.3) 

2. English: (i) Discussions and written work should also deal with curriculum subjects other than English. (ii) Too 
much emphasis on literature. 

3. French: (i) Create a ‘Specialist Room’ for audio-visual courses. (ii) Introduce native speakers. (iii) Build up subject 
library. (iv) Reduce oral practice from 40 mins to 20 mins for each lesson (e.g. in Remove A). 

4. Geography: Overemphasis on examining theoretical ideas before first examining the practical issues from 
which they spring. 

5. History: (i) Emphasis is on British history from early times to present day [ed. JR Ward's approach; see 9.5]. 

(ii) Consider a less traditional approach by studying some world issues. (iii) Use more audio-visual aids. 

6. Latin: (i) Should be more reading aloud of Latin language. (ii) Consider rebalancing the English/Latin vs. 
Latin/English work. (iii) More reference books and visual material. 

7. Mathematics: Methods of teaching the subject should be investigated more fully. 

8. Music: (i) Only involves singing. (ii) Increase opportunities to listen to recorded music or instrumental work. 
(iii) Number of pianos insufficient: one or two extra pianos needed for the 39 music pupils, so they can practise 
more often. (iv) Improve the range of musical experience and standards of performance. (see 2.3) 

. Physical Education: certain hazards in gymnasium. (see 4.3 and 5). 

10. Science: (i) Improve Lab and Preparation Room. (ii) Acquire more apparatus. (ii) Acquire more science books. 

(see 4.4) 


TEACHING ISSUES 


1. Early promotion and wide age spread. (see 2.4) 

2. Teacher's work schemes should mention aims, methods, resources as well as ‘content’. 
3. More training for some of the weaker teachers. (see 3.6 and Andrew Pillars Interview) 
4 
5 


RWN 


Form Ill: enlarge scope of work for abler pupils, in order to stretch their abilities & initiative. 
Lower IV: high turnover of form mistresses affecting Form’s continuity. (i) Create new position of responsibility 
for the Junior Department to secure continuity of educational treatment. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


1. Improve boys’ table manners. 
2. Improvements to diet. (see 6.5) 
3. Create a quiet room. (see 6.11) 
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12.4. CONCLUSION*S 


Many good points: (i) Splendid situation. (ii) Mainly satisfactory & well-maintained buildings. (iii) Generally competent 
staff. (iv) Excellent leadership. (v) Reasonable academic standards; sound record of achievement in external exams. (vi) 
Good relationships and personal care of each individual boy. (vii) Many features that make this a successful school 
heavily outweigh the weaknesses. 


S HM Inspectors’ conclusion. 
¢@ Same main heading used in HMI’s Report. 
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13. FOUNDERSHIP 


13.1. BACKGROUND 


Prior to the sale of Skippers Hill Manor Prep School to Bellevue Education Ltd in October 2010, 
a magazine article appeared in June of that year, extolling the virtues of the school. The article 
was written by Nathalie Assayag Eales, a former pupil of the school. She also happens to be 
the granddaughter of John Raymond Ward, a former headmaster of Skippers, and the daughter 
of Maxine Assayag (née Ward), who owned Skippers. At that time, the Wards were in the throes 
of selling the school out of the family. 


The article seems to have had two main objectives. Firstly, to promote the school to the 
magazine's readership, including parents looking for good schools to send their children to. 
Secondly, to claim that Mrs Eales’ grandparents had together founded the school back in 
1945. The first objective was not challenged by me, but the claim that her grandparents were 
the founders of the school, or the sole founders, was challenged, albeit nine years after the 
school was sold. 


SO tunsripce wees 


peers and younger children. Parents believe that 
self-confidence is something that you don't get everywhere. 


The smail class sizes ensure a high teacher/pupil ratio 
and introducing subject specialists in Year 3 also speeds 
up the Programme of Study, “ensuring that the children 
leave Skippers well-equipped to continue their studies 
enthusiastically when they leave us.” 


In 1945, JR and Maureen Ward (my grandparents) founded 
Skippers as a Preparatory School for boys, which has 
pepo ante eriptilrr galore agar 


from all over the COTMAERRREGRY and started adiniting gts 
from the mid 1960s onwards. Today it’s a successful co- 
educational day schoo! serving an area within a 15-mile 
fadius of its idyllic location in Five Ashes. 


Mr and Mrs Ward's eldest daughter Maxine Assayag and her 
husband Sydney (my parents) bought the school in January 
1990. My father Sydney sadly passed away in November of 
last year. Their first appointment was a new Headmaster, 
Tim Lewis, who celebrates 20 years at Skippers this term. 


Tim came (pictured below) to Skippers after five years as 
Head of the Junior School at a London prep school. He and 
his young family immediately settled into their new home with 
the intention of staying for three years; two decades on, and 
his three children have all been educated at Skippers while 
Tim and his wife Fiona continue at the heim of a school that 
has gone from strength to strength, consistently achieving a 
100% success rate at Common Entrance, with many pupils 
gaining scholarships each year to various public schools, 


Fig. 5 “My grandparents founded SHM" 
Extract from So Tunbridge Wells Magazine, Jun 2010 
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13.2. CORRESPONDENCE 


In 2019, | corresponded briefly with Maxine Assayag and her daughter Nathalie Assayag Eales 
regarding the claim that John and Maureen Ward had founded the school in 1945. The claim 
was not just made in the magazine article authored by Nathalie Eales. The same story had been 


adopted by the school’s website. 


The main focus of the correspondence concerned who had really founded Skippers and how 
the Wards eventually became the owners of the school. When Maxine Assayag fell ill, her 


daughter responded to my e-mails on her behalf. 


Nathalie Eales to me: 


M1 Gmail 


Founder of Skippers 


Nathalie Assayag Eales 18 November 2019 
To: 


Dear Peter 


My mother Maxine Assayag has asked me to liaise with you regarding your research into Skippers, as she has 
not been well. My apologies for the delay in responding, | have been very busy with work and my children. | 
will do my best to answer your queries as best | can. 


With regard to the confusion as to who founded Skippers Hill Manor Prep School in 1945, it was Harold 
Bucknall, who also owned Tavistock Hall, together with my grandmother, Maureen Ward. My grandfather, JR 
Ward, was Headmaster at Tavistock at the time, and part owner (together with Harold Bucknall) of Tavistock 
Hall Ltd, which was the limited company that owned both Tavistock Hall and Skippers Hill... 


Harold Bucknall then brought his son Jack Bucknall to Skippers Hill to be Headmaster, and Jack ran Skippers 
together with his wife Anne, who was my grandmother Maureen's younger sister. 


In around 1954, as you say, my grandfather JR Ward was brought over to be headmaster at Skippers, because 
it was then running at a loss, while Tavistock was very successful. The idea was that he would turn the 
business around, which he did. From then onwards, he and my grandmother ran Skippers together, while 
Jack and Anne moved over to Tavistock Hall. Harold Bucknall died in 1956, leaving Tavistock to his wife and 
his son. 


Tavistock Hall was later sold for development, but I'm afraid | don't have the dates for that. My grandparents 
took Skippers Hill as their share of the business, leaving the rest of the limited company and profits from the 
sale for development to Jack Bucknall, who then went on to buy into Summerhill School in 
Lindfield/Haywards Heath, which was then renamed Tavistock and Summerhill. 


I'm not sure if you are looking into Skippers in its later years, and require information about my own parents 
running of, and later ownership of, the school? 


| hope this clarifies the facts as much as possible. Please do let me know if | can be of any further help. | 
would be very interested in reading your research once it is complete. 


Best wishes, 


Nathalie Assayag Eales 
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My reply to Mrs Eales: 


M Gmail 


Founder of Skippers 


Peter King Smith 18 November 2019 
To: Nathalie Assayag Eales 


Hi Nathalie 

Many thanks for your extensive and helpful reply: 

1. Ok, you agree that Harold Bucknall founded Skippers. That confirms my findings. No-one else is named on the 1945 Conveyance, 
in in 1945 HB was the single founder of Skippers, 

2. Yes, HB also owned TH. That confirms my findings. 

3. | did not know that your grandma, Maureen Ward co-owned TH. Do you know when became a stakeholder in TH? Do you have any 
proof? 


4. Yes, JRW was initially headmaster at TH from 1944-1954, and he would have been there with his wife MW. 

5. While JRW ans MW were running TH, HB was headmaster at Skippers, together with his stepson Jack B. 

6. Jack B was cutting his teeth at Skippers, understudying the role of headmaster. | have evidence that JB was Vice-Master, which | 
understand was like being a deputy headmaster. That would make sense. | have no evidence supporting your finding that JB was 
headmaster at Skippers. | think it is unlikely, as that would have lefi HB with no headmastership. In HB's will, it states that HB was 
headmaster in 1949, while JB was Vice-Master at Skippers (ref: Royal Geographical Society). 

7, In 1954, JRW and MW moved to Skippers and took over HB’s role of headmaster, and the running of the school. 

8. JB moved to TH and took over the role of headmaster from JRW, together with Anne (yes, MWs sister!). 

9. HB stepped down in 1954 and died 2 years years later. Address in probate: Skippers, which indicates he had some role al Skippers 
right up to his death. 

10.1 have no idea when JRW and MW became stakeholders in TH. Do you have any documentation to support this or to verify the 
dates? 

11, | do know that JRW became a co-director of Skippers, and have a late 1960s document that states this. The only problem is, it 
does not state 'when' he became a stakeholder. 

12. The school's website states that JRW and MW were the founders of Skippers, but this cannot be true as the conveyance of 1945 
only shows HB as the sole purchaser of the property. Even if it were true that JRW was one of the founders, HB would appear to have 
been forgotten as primary founder. 

if you disagree with any of the above points, do please let me know, and refer to my numbered points in your reply 

It was interesting to learn that JRW tumed the school around into a profitable enterprise. | may well add that information in a revised 
version of my research document. 

You can read a copy of my research in the Library at The Keep, in Falmer. 

Regards 

Peter 
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Mrs Eales to me: 


M1 Gmail 


Founder of Skippers 


Nathalie Assayag Eales 18 November 2019 
To: Peter King Smith 


Dear Peter 


Thanks for your quick reply. | will make corrections and observations according to the points you have made, 
as requested. 


3. | think | was perhaps unclear in my email - what | intended to say was that my grandmother founded 
Skippers Hill with Harold Bucknall and worked there with him. As far as | am aware, my grandparents co- 
owned Skippers. | am unsure as to whether she also was a stakeholder in Tavistock Hall Ltd, or whether that 
was only my grandfather JR Ward. 


4. No, my grandmother Maureen went with Harold Bucknall to found Skippers; she then returned to 
Tavistock Hall a couple of years later, once Skippers was established. 


5. MW was running Skippers with Harold Bucknall while JRW ran Tavistock Hall. Jack Bucknall was Harold's 
son, not his stepson. 


6. | do not have the dates, but Jack was certainly Head at Skippers for a period of time prior to moving to 
Tavistock Hall - presumably after 1949 if you have evidence that Harold Bucknall was still headmaster then. 


9. Harold Bucknall was still a shareholder in Tavistock Hall Ltd, which owned Skippers, on his death. 
Presumably that is why Skippers is given as his legal address in probate documents. He was not living there. 
He had ‘stepped down’ as headmaster some years before. 


10 & 11. | do not have the documents, any that we do have will be with paperwork held by my mother, which 
is currently in storage. 


12. | think really it is a question of how you interpret the word ‘founded’. You are obviously very concerned 
with the legalities of who owned the schoois, but it has always been generally accepted that JRW and MW 
founded Skippers, presumably because of their involvement from the start, and the length of time that they 
ran the school. Certainly among the families (Ward and Bucknall) it is known that Skippers belonged to the 
Wards and Tavistock belonged to the Bucknalls. | obviously cannot comment on the school's current 
website. 


One last comment - it was both JRW and MW who turned Skippers around - very much a joint venture. 
indeed, my grandmother, having been there from Day 1, was even more involved than my grandfather to 
begin with. 

Please do let me know if you have anything further. 

Best wishes, 


Nathalie 
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13.3. THE CASE FOR FOUNDERSHIP 


It is clear from the correspondence that the Wards claimed foundership of Skippers Hill Manor 
Prep School retrospectively on account of the longevity of their connection with Skippers. That 
connection began with Maureen Ward’s involvement in the first couple of years of the school. 


Their connection continued when the Wards’ took over the management of the school in 1954, 
followed by the acquisition of Skippers when the company that owned the two schools was 
split up in the early 1970s, and finally with the purchase of the school in 1990 by Maxine Ward 
and Sydney Assayag. None of that is in dispute. 


However, there is no doubt in my mind that Harold Bucknall was the sole founder of Skippers 
Hill Manor Prep School for Boys in October 1945. These are the reasons for claiming this: 


1. Bucknall bought the property from Noel Lawrence Harris in 1945 and only Bucknall's 
name is on the conveyance as the purchaser. 

2. While Bucknall would have made good use of Maureen Ward's energy and 

organisational talents to assist him during the start-up years at Skippers (1945-1947), 
it does not necessarily follow that she was a co-founder. 
Entrepreneurs, especially one-man bands like Bucknall, typically employ office 
managers or secretaries as ‘spiders in the web’. People with a finger on the pulse and 
a helicopter view of the business. Although they are asked to perform a wide variety 
of tasks on behalf of the entrepreneur, they cannot then lay claim to co-foundership 
of the entrepreneur's business. 

3. Bucknall was stakeholder, risk-taker and paymaster. As far as is known, Maureen 
Ward never invested financially in the school or was made a director in recognition of 
her start-up services, which one might have expected if Bucknall had recognised her 
as a co-founder or co-investor. 

4. JR Ward was already installed as headmaster in 1944 at another of Bucknall’s schools, 
Tavistock Hall, so he can hardly claim co-foundership of Skippers either, as he had a 
full-time job in Heathfield during the start-up years of Skippers. 


13.4. SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 


The school’s website has since been revamped under the direction of its new headmaster, 
Phillip Makhouli (from 2020). All references to John and Maureen Ward having been the 
original founders of the school in 1945, have disappeared. There is no mention of Harold 
Bucknall either. 


13.5. DIRECTORS 


In 1969, the company that owned both the schools was called The Tavistock Hall Preparatory 
Schools Ltd, a privately owned limited company. The “directors included the headmasters of 
this [ed. Skippers] and another Preparatory School, some 5 miles away” [ed. Tavistock Hall]. In 
1969, JR Ward and Jack Bucknall were two of the directors of the company which 
incorporated both schools under that umbrella name. (Source A). It is thought that JR Ward 
became a director of the company after the principal director, Harold Bucknall, passed in 1956. 
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The 1970 Grant of Easement shows that Kathleen Mary Bucknall, Jack Bucknall’s stepmother, 
was effectively the third director (having acquired ownership rights through her husband's 
will), as she and Jack Bucknall were both required to sign the easement attached to Skippers’ 
land. Maxine Ward witnessed the signing. (Source E). This means that the Bucknalls still owned 
Skippers in 1970, as JR Ward, despite being a director, was not a legal party to the deed. 


13.6. HOW THE WARDS GOT SKIPPERS 


Tavistock Hall (Heathfield) was sold for housing redevelopment around 1973, due to its 
unsuitable location and a drop in demand for full-time boarding." The Wards took Skippers 
Hill Manor as their share of the business, leaving the rest of the limited company and the profits 
from the sale of TH [ed. buildings and associated land] to Jack Bucknall.' Bucknall then bought 
Summerhill Court School in Haywards Heath, Sussex, in 1973, and renamed the school Tavistock 
& Summerhill School? 


4 Tavistock & Summerhill - A Brief History, R. Bryant, Lindfield History Project Group, 2018. 
' And most likely to his stepmother, Kathleen Bucknall (director), who died two years later. 
/ Nathalie Assayag Eales’ e-mail, 18 Nov 2019. 
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Photo 21 Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, Five Ashes, nr. Mayfield, East Sussex, Summer Term 1962 
LEFT 
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Chorles Bonellis 


Photo 25 Charles Banellis taken at Logan High School, Utah, 1965 
Source: My Heritage 


Photo 26 Richard Bentinck-Budd (?) from Eastbourne, at Skippers, 1961/62 
Author's photograph 


Photo 27 African boy at Skippers > 1960 but <1963 
Author's photograph 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands 


CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


PART 4: PREP SCHOOL LIFE (1960s) Page | 66 


Photo 28 Andrew Pillar and author (from Seaford) 
at the Wolf Cubs’ Camp, South Park, nr. Lewes 1961/62 
Author's photograph 
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Photo 29 Andrew Pillar at home in Tonbridge with his dog Flash 
Courtesy of Andrew R. Pillar 
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Photo 30 Remembrance Day Service outside St Dunstan’s Church Mayfield, Sussex, 13 Nov 1960 
Courtesy of Andrew R. Pillar 
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15. THE VALETE BOARDS 


NB Some scholars who left in 1961 are not listed here including Kirby, Diot and Rawlings. 
It must be assumed that they were listed on the water-damaged boards (gone to the tip). 
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Photo 31 Valete Board 1 1951 to 1963 
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Photo 32 Valete Board 2, SHM, 1963 to 1966 
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Photo 33 Valete Board 3, SHM, 1963 to 1969 
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16. GROUND FLOOR PLAN 
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A. Department of Education & Science's report on Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, Mayfield, Sussex (East), 
conducted by HM Inspectors of Schools between 29 Jun and 3 Jul 1969, pub. 9 Dec 1969. 

B. Tim Ward Lewis, former Skippers headmaster (1990-2015), for supplying information about Skippers, corporal 
punishment (CP), headmasterships and background information on VR testing in private schools. 

C. World Corporal Punishment Research (corpun.com). Corporal punishment (CP) in United Kingdom schools. 

D. MyHeritage, an online genealogy platform. 

E. Deed of Grant, 20 Mar 1970, between “the Grantor” (Kathleen Mary Bucknall and Jack Bucknall), “the Lessee” 
(Tavistock Hall Preparatory School Limited) and “the Board” (South Eastern Gas Board). The deed granted the 
Board the right to lay and maintain a gas pipeline running along the northern edge of Skippers’ playing fields. 

F. Commando Veterans Archive: awards made to Lieutenant Colonel A.R. Pillar. 
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17. ENDNOTES 


' Photo from old SHM website. 

* Maxine Ward was a secretary at Skippers in 1970. She witnessed the signing of the 1970 Deed of Grant permitting a 
gas board the right to lay and maintain a gas pipeline along the northern edge of the school’s playing fields 
(easement). She married Moroccan-born Sydney Saadi Assayag and together they took over the management of the 
school, and bought it in 1990. 

3 Author's interpretation approved by Tim W. Lewis, Jun 2022. 

4 Tim W. Lewis, Jun 2022. 

> Kenneth C. Dunn was awarded an Open Scholarship to Sevenoaks School, Sevenoaks, Kent, in 1962. 

® See the interview with Peter Kirby-Higgs. 

7 Andrew R. Pillar went on to Cranbrook School, Kent, in 1963/64. Left 1968. Further education: Royal Marines Officer 
Training. Joined ‘40 Commando RM’. While commanding a leading company during the Falklands War, he organised 
the evacuation of casualties while the company was entrapped in an anti-personnel minefield and under enemy 
artillery fire. “His presence and calm example gave the company confidence throughout a long, dangerous night. For 
his fine leadership, courage and resolve, Captain Pillar is recommended for Mention in Despatches”. In 1995, he was 
awarded the OBE (Military Division) in recognition of gallant and distinguished services in Northern Ireland in 1994. 
(Source F). Final rank: Brigadier. 

8 Andrew R. Pillar. 

° Andrew R. Pillar. 

1° That degree-course teacher was Clive Phillips, who taught French for two terms in 1969. 

" Private correspondence via RootsChat.com, May 2022. 

"2 A former home for around 1,200 mentally handicapped patients in Kent between 1936 and 1996. 

"3 Source A: Section on ‘Physical Education’: (i) potential hazards posed by three "pillars" in gym and (ii) dimensions 
of gym space. 

"4 Parts of this photo have been deliberately blurred to protect privacy. 

15 History Today, Robert Cavendish, 9 Sep 2006. 

18 A shore-based school with a training ship moored nearby on the River Hamble near Southampton. Opened in 
1885, closed Jul 1968. 

7 Thap went on to Dover College, Dover, Kent (1963 until 1968) and then to Queen's University Belfast. At DC, he 
lived in ‘School House’, the largest boarding house, was a house prefect, was in the Rugby XV, the Athletics Team 
(he won half colours), the 1st Basketball Team, won the Victor Ludorum in 1964 and the High Jump Cup. 

18 Valete (Lat.): ‘farewell’. 

19 Source B. 

20 Kim Martin. 

2" The other 50% went on to a wide variety of public or grammar schools. Data are approximate, based on three 
honours boards. 

22 Hume Shawcross was at Skippers—the son of Joan Winifred Mather and Hartley William Shawcross, the British 
barrister and lead British prosecutor at the Nuremberg War Crimes tribunal. 

23 Andrew Pillar. How the room was accessed is not known. 

*4 Pocket calculating machine patented by Carl Kibler in Berlin in 1928. 

25 Source A. 

26 Andrew R. Pillar. 

27 Photo: Peter Kirby-Higgs. Photographer: Buchanan of Portslade, Sussex. 

28 Corporal punishment (CP) ceased at Skippers before Michael Anderson took over as headmaster in 1986. Source B. 
2° CP in England's privately run, independent schools was made illegal in 1999. Source C. 

3° Imperial units of area/length phased out in the United Kingdom in 1965. 

31 Latin word used in Britain to describe a weekend leave from a boarding school. 

32 Big Brother image designed and sold by The Green via TeePublic.com. 

33 The British Board of Film Censors had given the film a PG (Parental Guidance) certificate. 

34 Equivalent to £110 in 2017. Currency converter, The National Archives. 

35 Peter Kirby-Higgs refers to ‘Goudie’. In fact, it was probably N. Goede. He went on to West Buckland School on an 
Open Scholarship. His public school has been approached for more details just before going to press. He is believed 
to have had a brother at Skippers. 

36 Source B. 

37 Pirates of the Caribbean (film). 

38 Independent schools, like Skippers, were keen to obtain recognition as an ‘efficient’ school following inspection. 
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Background 

John Richard Mander was actually born John Richard Gann on 28 January 1930 in 
St John’s Wood, London." His parents were Henry Charles Gann (b. 25 Apr 1901, Herne 
Bay, Kent) and Mary Dorothea Raleigh (b. 1900, Flax Bourton, Somerset; marr. 1923, 
d. 1982). He was brought up a Roman Catholic. He changed his surname to ‘Mander’ 
after his mother remarried in 1934. Mander had an elder brother, Charles Henry 
Raleigh Mander and a half-sister, Sarah Ann Mander (b. 1942-). 


John Richard Mander also went by the names Richard John Mander or Richard Mander. 


Father Gann 

John Richard Gann's father, Henry Charles Gann, was educated at Eastman’s Royal 
Naval Academy, Southsea, Portsmouth, a school that prepared boys for the Royal Navy. 
After leaving Eastman’s, his father joined the Royal Navy as a cadet in September 1915. 
In January 1921, while an Acting Sub-Lieutenant, Henry Gann’s seamanship skills and 
academic performance were described by Lieutenant Commander Stow as follows: 


“Latin (average), French (fair), neat hydrographic draughtsman, takes pains 
especially in (N)avigation, reliable Officer of the Watch, fair all-round athlete, 
nice manners, fond of ladies’ society, to whom he appears attractive. 
Rather apt to be casual as regards money matters’. 


In August 1922, Captain Alington wrote that Henry C. Gann: 


“Was a rank outsider socially... not at all the type | should care to take to sea 
as one of the Lieutenants... appearance may be against him... | discovered he 
had been arrested for being under the influence of liquor in a public park... 


| gated him for the rest of the college term’.* 


His was promoted to Sub-Lieutenant in May 1921 and retired with a gratuity in 
December 1922. Later, Henry Gann served with an Indian shipping company and was 
lost at sea off India in November 1945.3 


Mother Raleigh 

In 1930, a few months after John R. Gann was born, Henry Charles Gann was granted a 
divorce from Mary Dorothea Raleigh.* In 1934, Mary Dorothea Raleigh remarried 
solicitor Robert Henry Waterland Mander (b. 20 May 1908, Putney, London, d. 1976), 
the son of a London solicitor and clerk to the Worshipful Company of Cordwainers, a 
Livery Company in London.° And so John R. Gann became John R. Mander. 


Education 

John Richard Gann was educated at Stowe School, Buckinghamshire, from January 1944 
until April 1946. He gained his School Certificate in French, English Literature, English 
Language, Mathematics and History.® In January 1946, his headmaster, John Fergusson 
Roxburgh, described Mander as “a very nice fellow. Richard's trouble is not lack of 
natural intelligence, but sheer immaturity”. Apparently, Mander had wanted to become 
a doctor. He pushed Mander to stay on at Stowe, but to no avail.’ 
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National Service 

Between 29 June 1954 and 27 June 1956, John Mander did his two years of National 
Service by enrolling with the Home Fleet Training Squadron's Upper Yardman Scheme 
(Executive) at Portland Dockyard. The scheme was set up to offer Royal Navy cadets the 
opportunity to gain a commission at a relatively young age. Successful cadets got 
promoted to the rank of sub-lieutenant. 


The basic training at Portland was carried out aboard the aircraft carriers OCEAN and 
THESEUS in Portland harbour.® Mander passed out of the Squadron 15 months later on 
21 September 1955. The Divisional Officer did not pull any punches in his report when 
he described Mander's overall performance in his Class of 11 cadets: 


“Mander is essentially a practical man and is not gifted with any great 
intelligence. Despite this, he has made a considerable effort with school 
subjects with very creditable results. Mander’s best quality is his outstanding 
powers of leadership. Capable, reliable and level-headed, he has abundant 
common sense, initiative and cheerfulness and is a natural leader. Mander 
wishes to obtain a permanent commission and although his age probably 
precludes this [ed. he was 25], he is wholeheartedly recommended.” 


His best marks were 86/100 for Officer Like Qualities (O.L.Q.) (Position: 1/11), 
Communications 22/25 (Position: 2/11) and Seamanship 111/150 (Position: 3/11). He 
came 3rd overall out of 11 cadets with a total of 363/500 marks, or +73%. Despite his 
marks and class position, the Squadron Board's classification for Mander was only Grade 


C: “Average cadet entry".’ 


Board Classification for Permanent Commission (A, B, C or D) 
Pass mark each subject: 50% 
A: Exceptional; B: Strongly recommended; C: Average Cadet entry; 
D: Not recommended 


His final grading seems rather arbitrary if not inconsistent, given Mander's high exam 
marks, class position and the fact that the Divisional Officer had “wholeheartedly 
recommended” Mander for a permanent commission! In that case, Grade B would have 
been more appropriate. 


Further training 

Mander continued his National Service with the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve, 
undergoing further naval training at HMS Pembroke (Royal Naval Barracks, Chatham). 
On 21 September 1955, he was promoted to the rank of Temporary Acting Sub- 
Lieutenant (TASL). On 6 October 1955, Mander underwent a series of naval training 
courses with various ships including HMS ESSINGTON before joining HMS FENTON. 


Cyprus Emergency 

During the Cyprus emergency (1955-1959), the Royal Navy was tasked with running 
anti-terrorist patrols off the Island of Cyprus, to prevent supplies of arms reaching 
terrorists on both sides in the civil war being waged in Cyprus"® (i.e. Greek EOKA 
terrorists'' and the Turkish Cypriots). 

The RN's objective was to patrol offshore and intercept suspicious craft believed to be 
smuggling arms, ammunition and other logistical materials (e.g. diesel fuel, clothing, 
medical supplies). 
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Minesweeper deployment 

During the last part of his National Service in the Royal Navy, Mander was assigned to 
the 108th Minesweeping Squadron, comprising eight TON minesweepers. '? Although, 
the MSS Squadron was officially based in Malta, sweepers used the Royal Naval Base at 
Famagusta, Cyprus, to take on fresh provisions, rest and carry out maintenance. 


Mander was aboard FENTON at that time, undergoing sea training in the roles of 
(i) Navigating Officer and (ii) Gunnery Officer. He had been re-vaccinated for 
smallpox before departure. FENTON carried twin 20mm and 40mm Bofors anti-aircraft 
guns. "2 


Mander served a total of nine months as a Navigating Officer on two minesweepers in 
the Mediterranean: four months on ESSINGTON (Sep to Dec 1955) and five months 
Vian to May 1956) aboard FENTON. 


Photo: Temporary Acting Sub-Lieutenant John R. Mander aboard FENTON 
on daytime navigational duties in the Mediterranean, February 1956 
Image source: I|WM 


TON Class minesweepers 

TON Class minesweepers were 152-foot long, diesel-powered vessels with 440 tons 
displacement fully laden. They were constructed of wood and other non-ferromagnetic 
materials. Their small displacement and shallow draft gave them some protection 
against pressure and contact mines, and allowed them to navigate in shallow inshore 
waters. 
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Cyprus patrols 

Initially, destroyers and frigates of the Mediterranean Fleet were deployed to carry out 
anti-smuggling patrols around Cyprus, but they proved unsuitable in shallow, inshore 
waters. Several WWII torpedo recovery vessels were adapted and commissioned as 
Inshore Patrol Boats. They took over the task of the larger ships but eventually the 
TON minesweepers of the 108th Minesweeper Squadron (MSS) joined the patrol 
launches, and took over their role."® 


As there were no sea mines in the coastal waters around Cyprus between 1955 and 1959, 
TON minesweepers, including ESSINGTON and FENTON, were instead tasked with 
patrolling Cyprus’ coastal and inshore waters. Each MSS, comprising eight 
minesweepers, typically patrolled for eight weeks at a time, followed by a four-week 
break at Malta.'® 


Photo: HMS FENTON in Grand Harbour, Valletta, Malta, 4 Nov 1955 
Image source: Anthony & Joseph Pavia, Valetta, Malta 


During the day, minesweepers mainly stayed out of sight, laying-up by day in one of the 
many small bays—to avoid warning smugglers where they were—and actively patrolling 
at night. After dark, the sweepers would move into positions several miles offshore to 
establish patrol lines in order to catch smugglers entering and leaving Cyprus waters.” 


Nighttime searches 

As Navigating Officer undergoing training on FENTON, Mander would have used his 
navigation, compass-reading and bridge-watching skills to chart the sweeper’s day- and 
nighttime course. FENTON, like the other TON Class minesweepers, operated at night in 
darken ship mode. Mander would have kept watch on the bridge and given orders 
through a voice pipe to the man on the wheel, on what courses to steer and what 
speeds to sail." Sweepers communicated by voice radio with the destroyers and 
frigates patrolling further offshore. These larger ships used their more powerful radars 
to detect and pinpoint suspicious contacts and guide them to the coastal 
minesweepers.'? A sweeper would turn on its searchlight and intercept, board and 
search suspicious vessels, such as caiques (fishing boats) and ferries, suspected of 
carrying weapons or explosives. The patrols also intercepted other smuggling ventures, 
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such as the depositing of drums of diesel fuel in the sea off remote bays, to be collected 
in a quiet moment by the smuggler.”° 


Photo: Temporary Acting Sub-Lieutenant Mander aboard FENTON 
plotting the sweeper’s course in the Mediterranean, February 1956. 
Image source: IWM 


Exercises 

As a productive way to spend mornings at sea, while keeping out of sight of land, the 
deck crew would practise streaming sweeps at least once a week.*' Streaming involved 
rattling out the cumbersome sweep wires. “The wires were charged with floats and 
cutters which were used to cut adrift anchored mines and blow up magnetic mines with 
pulsating electric cables”.** In the event they got snarled up with a passing fishing boat, 
the crew could be busy for half the night hauling in the sweep wires, giving the First 
Lieutenant a mass of paperwork to account for the subsequent loss of, or damage to, 
equipment.?? 


Life aboard 

Accommodation and meals on board a TON minesweeper mirrored the social/class 
divisions prevailing in the late 1950s. Officers had their own small cabins while the 
captain had a larger one. Officers ate and drank in a small wardroom served by a 
steward who also cleaned their cabins. The 32 ratings, on the other hand, lived in a 
crowded mess where they slept in narrow bunks and ate on tables next to their bunks. 
The crew's mess was inspected daily by the Coxswain. All food was cooked in the same 
galley. When in harbour, the crew would usually eat their ‘tea’ at 18:00 hours, whereas 
the gentleman officers ate the same food a little colder, calling it ‘dinner’, at 19:30 hours, 


after drinks or ‘sundowners’.~4 


© 2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands All Rights Reserved 


CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


FINDING MANDER Page |6 


Recreation 

In the afternoons, officers and crew would rest in anticipation of a busy night chasing 
gun-runners. Sometimes, to break the monotony of day-time rest periods, a few crew 
members would water-ski behind a TON, going flat out at 15 knots (17 mph). However, 
this practice was officially discouraged as a misuse of public equipment and fuel.° 


Occasionally, a sweeper would organise a banyan, a naval picnic, usually on a desert 
island. Officers and ratings would indulge in some silliness, a swim, additional beer, and 
sometimes camp overnight on the beach. Banyans were, and still are, considered an 
important way of maintaining a healthy social climate within the service. 


Although not permitted during active service, it is more than likely that FENTON and 
other sweepers arranged banyans on remote parts of the coast (e.g. the “panhandle” 
on the North East coast of Cyprus), but only after having been stood down from patrols 
(i.e. on the day before returning to base).”° 


Royal Naval Base, Famagusta 

The Royal Naval Dockyard at Famagusta Harbour consisted of two berths alongside 
the jetty in a far corner of the harbour, with an assortment of huts and small buildings 
close by. 


Photo: HMS FENTON docked at the Royal Naval Base, Famagusta Harbour, Cyprus, 1956 
Image source: IWM 
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Photo: Visit by Admiral Sir Guy Grantham (left) 
Commander-in-Chief Mediterranean Station 
met by Rear-Admiral Patrick Brock (right), Flag Officer Middle East 
at the Royal Naval Base, Famagusta, Cyprus, 1956 


J.R. Mander aboard HMS FENTON (arrow), 
Image source: IWM 
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HMS FENTON 

Mander’s duties: Navigating Officer; Gunnery Officer 
From 7-1-1956 to 28-5-1956 [143 days] 

MSS Base: HMS St Angelo, Valletta, Malta 

Cyprus Base: Famagusta 


a! 


Photo: HMS FENTON 
Image source: TON Class Association 


Lieutenant Commander M.L. de V. Hart wrote this training assessment of Mander:?’ 


General report 

“Temporary Acting Sub-Lieutenant Mander is a keen and loyal officer who has had 
considerable bridge-watchkeeping experience”. His conduct “has been generally 
satisfactory and trustworthy. His personal bearing and appearance have always been 
below average’. 


Administrative ability 
“He has needed a great deal of detailed supervision throughout his period of sea 
training, particularly with his clerical work and accounting’. 


Organisation 

“His not inconsiderable efforts have been largely negated by mental and practical 
untidiness. His cabin, the charthouse and his papers are perpetually untidy and the 
resultant confusion has doubled the work he has had to do.” 


Social attributes 

“He is a good messmate who is not easily depressed by circumstances or adverse 
weather. He has always taken the greatest pains to help and advise men of his Division 
regarding their service and personal affairs”. 


Performance ratings 
Professional ability: 4 Personal qualities: 4 Leadership: 3 


Mental qualities: 3 Administrative ability: 3 


END OF NATIONAL SERVICE 
27 June 1956 
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After National Service 

After John Mander completed his National Service in June 1956, he went into teaching. 
He joined Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School for Boys in Five Ashes, East Sussex, in 
September 1956, as a teacher and scoutmaster, two years after his new boss, John 
Raymond Ward, took over as headmaster of Skippers. 


Mander the schoolmaster 

As an ex-RNR Officer, Mander would have been well-suited to the job that Ward had in 
mind for him, especially as Skippers, like many preparatory schools since the 1900s, 
groomed boys for grammar schools, public schools and jobs in the Royal Navy. 


i ah [aa] 
i. a! [aa] 


Photo: Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School in ca. 2009 
Image: Google Maps 


In 1958, Mander was 6 foot, fit, weighed 10 stone 9lbs and had normal vision (6/6).° 
He had a distinctly military bearing and red sunken cheeks. He walked very upright, 
often with his head tilted upwards, marching through the school corridors or in the 
street. He always carried a small bottle of smelling salts with him in case he needed to 
revive boys who fainted during sports. He taught mathematics and geography which 
included map reading (Ordnance Survey maps). 


Boot camp 

JR Ward (head), Colonel Faro (deputy head) and Daniel Magner together ran Skippers 
with an iron fist. Mander’s naval background suited the school admirably for managing 
the bootcamp side of the school, which was aimed at instilling discipline and 
obedience to authority through daily Swedish Drill exercises outside on the ‘Quad’,”? 
rough physical sports, strenuous cross-country runs, challenging gymnastic 
exercises, and physical punishment (liberal use of a leather slipper (Faro), rulering 
(Magner), cane (Ward) and cat-o’-nine tails (prefects*°)). The punishments inflicted on 
boys then would now be regarded as child abuse and would not be tolerated by the 
school, parents or pupils. 
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Drake House 
Mander lived in a flat under the eaves of the 19th century extension to the early 


17th century manor. His letter-headed paper shows he used “Drake House, Skippers 
Hill Manor” as his school address. Drake was one of the three ‘school houses’. The other 
two were Livingstone and Pelham. His quarters could only be accessed by a drop-down 
rope ladder. When you reached the top of the ladder (ceiling), you had to open a 
trapdoor, unless it was already open. The rope ladder could then be pulled up from the 
flat, making the flat inaccessible. 


Mander's 


www.skippershillmanorhousehistory.com IN Graphic: Ken Bonham 2021 


Aerial view of Skippers Hill Manor 
The green hutted classrooms are not shown 
Image: Ken Bonham, 2021 


Mander the scoutmaster 

As scoutmaster of the 1st Five Ashes Sea Scouts at Skippers, ‘Skip’, as boys called him, 
ran scouting evenings each week in a wooden hut situated on an elevated, grassy bank 
opposite the East window of the school’s refectory. There, Sea Scouts learned sailing 
skills, team-building, memory skills and nautical knot-tying. Mander carried a brass 
compass around with him, most likely a relic of his Naval days. He often showed it to 


boys. 
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Sail training 

In 1957, an article appeared in ‘The Elkin Express’, the children’s section of the Sussex 
Express & County Herald called “Why These Young Sea Scouts Never Get Sea Sick”. It 
describes how Richard Mander, scoutmaster of the 1st Five Ashes Sea Scouts at 
Skippers Hill Manor, had been on boat-training exercises (canoe & dinghy) with 15 keen 
Sea Scouts for the past nine months, practising on 1.5 acres of water at Black Pits, Mark 
Cross. It is assumed that Mander is the one marked by the arrow as he had jug ears. 


SCOUTMASTER Mander gives instruction tn Aandling a 
canoe 


Photo: Sussex Express & County Herald, 1957 [original quality poor] 


The article reported that the training ground at Black Pitts was too small for the troop’s 
requirements, and that fishing rights presented the biggest obstacle to finding suitable 
lakes to practice on. As a result, Mander had looked for larger training grounds in the 
area, but without success. In 1957, Mander had hired two cabin cruisers with dinghy 
tenders, with the intention of sailing them on the River Medway at Tonbridge, Kent, with 
some Sea Scouts during the upcoming summer holidays." 


Between 1960 and 1963, Sea Scouts at Skippers rarely got a taste of the sea. Sea scouts 
only managed one excursion in three years to a shingle beach at Pevensey Bay, +22 
miles from the school. There, three Sea Scouts at a time had just 15 minutes to practise 
their sailing skills, due to lack of time and only having one dinghy. 


Nautical training camps 

Mander ran a number of nautical training camps during the summer holidays on a south 
Devon estate, predominantly for secondary-school-aged children who came from 
Sussex and Kent. Mander’s half-nephew, Robert Raleigh Green, wrote that he had 
actually attended a couple of those summer camps himself when he was around nine or 
10 years of age, which means that Mander was still arranging summer camps in 1981. 
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Photo: Scoutmaster J.R. Mander escorting the 1st Five Ashes Sea Scouts 
to St Dunstan’s Church, Mayfield, on Remembrance Sunday, Nov 1960 
PK-H is the bespectacled scout (far right), carrying flag, elbow at shoulder height > 


Photo: J.R. Mander (aka ‘Skip’) at a Wolf Cubs’ Camp 
South Park nr. Lewes, East Sussex ca. 1961 
Image source: Peter King Smith 
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Mander v. Magner 
During an interview, Peter Kirby-Higgs, former head boy who was at Skippers between 
1954 and 1961, told me: 


“| particularly remember two teachers, Mander and Magner. Mander was also 
known as ‘Skip’. He was the scoutmaster and taught maths and was a former 
naval lieutenant in the Royal Naval Reserve. He said he was a descendant of 
Walter Raleigh. (see Appendix 2). He took the Sea Scouts once on a summer 
camp in Cornwall, to an estate owned by his family, which he said they had 
inherited via a long and presumably tribulated line of succession from Walter 
Raleigh, himself a Cornishman”. [ed. Raleigh was actually born in South 
Devon] 


“We went on a summer camp in Dartmouth [ed. organised by Mander]. We 
had a whaler and one of the neighbours had a converted minesweeper where 
we were invited to sleep over. | had taken a two-seater canoe with me that we 
all used. | remember the camp-fire evenings and especially going out with 
the local fishermen spinning for mackerel which we roasted on the fire in 
shallow pans. Mander was well-liked and respected locally and regarded by 
the locals as gentry’. 


“I'm pretty sure he drove a super-elegant Alvis Speed 20. He took a few of us 
in his car for a ride from time to time. Then there was Magner [ed. Daniel F. 
Magner??], an Irishman who married a junior teacher called Mary E. Mallon.** 
Magner took delight in cruel sarcasm towards boys. Mander and Magner 
disliked each other, primarily because Magner® was a prize idiot and because 


he was jealous of Mander’s popularity with the boys”.°° 


Photo: An Alvis Speed 20 like Mander’s : 
Image source: Google Images 
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Naval Training Courses 

On 28 January 1958, while a schoolteacher at Skippers Hill Manor, Mander applied for 
an appointment in the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (aka: ‘Wavy Navy’)?’ and was 
accepted. He was attached to the RNR Sea Training Centre, HMS SUSSEX, Kingsway, 
Hove, Sussex. Mander’s home address then was Gate Farm, Whatlington Road, Battle, 
Sussex. 


In order for Sub-Lieutenant Mander to become eligible for promotion to Lieutenant, 
the Admiral Commanding Reserves in London informed the Sussex Division, RNVR, that 
he first had to complete several obligatory sea-training courses. Mander undertook 
the following training courses for several years during the school’s summer holidays: 


HMS Curzon 16 days: from 26-7-1958 

HMS Dryad 14 days: from 19-7-1959 [shore establishment] 

HMS Caunton 14 days: from 29-7-1962 

HMS Vernon 13 days: from 26-8-1962 [shore establishment] 

HMS Watchful 28 days: from 5-8-1963 

HMS Excellent 14 days: from 25-7-1965 [Naval HQ, shore establishment; NBCD School] 38 


HMS Wolverton 14 days: from 15-8-1965 
End of commission 11-5-1966 


Mander’s performance on each of the following four ships—CURZON, CAUNTON, 
WATCHFUL and WOLVERTON—was assessed by his Commanding Officers. These 
assessments offer further insights into his professional seamanship skills, his overall 
conduct and his character. 
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HMS CURZON (FITTLETON) 

Mander’s duties: Watchkeeping and Communications 
From 26-7-1958 to 10-8-1958 

Station: Reserve Fleet, Hythe 


Photo: HMS CURZON (HMS Fittleton)?? a TON Class coastal minesweeper 
Image source: TON Class Association 


Commander P. Court wrote the following assessment: 


Mander's “watchkeeping is unreliable as yet. A very keen Communications Officer who 
has learned the work quickly’. 


General report 
Mander “is somewhat immature and forgetful of reserve and dignity. He is keen 


enough and with guidance and experience should make a useful officer. He seems to 
be a good member of a team, but lacking in the qualities necessary to lead at the 
present time”. Captain J.W. Whittle agreed. 


Communications scores 

Leadership (4); Intellectual ability (4), Administrative ability (4); Ability in handling ship 
(5); Suitable to specialise (5); Recommend for promotion? (Not yet); Conduct: 
Satisfactory 


Performance ratings 
Professional ability: 4 Personal qualities: 4 Leadership: 4 


Mental qualities: 5 Administrative ability: 5 


Course result 

Marks: 207/300. Passed. “Possibly below average ability, but | think he shows up badly 
in a classroom. Rather lacking in confidence at the moment. A little slow thinking and 
nervous. Keen and a shade naive". 


Recommended appointment on mobilisation: 
Watchkeeper in a Coastal Minesweeper. 
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Admiralty correspondence 


Training arrears 

On 4 February 1962, Mander wrote to the Admiral Commanding Reserves (ACR), 
London, mentioning that he had applied to take a Lieutenant's qualifying course. 
Recognising his training arrears, he said he planned to catch up by undergoing a 
further fortnight’s training during the school holidays, in order to gain his Bridge 
Watchkeeping Certificate. 


Watchkeeping Certificate 

He also mentioned that no certificate had been issued to him for his nine months of 
bridge watchkeeping while on Cyprus patrol aboard ESSINGTON and FENTON, both 
ships belonging to the 108" Minesweeping Squadron. Finally, he wrote that he was 
“given to understand that any service in Cyprus on patrol would entitle him to the 
General Service Medal Suez". 


There are three significant points about the letter. 


1. Signed letter with ‘Lieutenant’ 
Mander signed his letter “R. Mander, Lieutenant Royal Naval Reserve”. That was 
strange because Mander was not officially promoted to Lieutenant until 
8 September 1962 with seniority of 21 September 1958.*° In reply to Mander’s letter, 
the Vice-Admiral, A.C. Garner, addressed Mander as “Acting Lieutenant”. 


When Mander replied to the Vice-Admiral’s letter on 20 February 1962, he signed his 
letter this time as “Acting Lieutenant, Royal Naval Reserve”, reverting to his actual 
rank. Mander had obviously prematurely promoted himself, and this was corrected 
by the ACR! 


2. Eligibility for GSM Suez Medal 
There was no ACR follow-up correspondence regarding Mander’s inquiry about the 
GSM Suez Medal. Mander would not have qualified for it anyway, for the following 
reasons: 


a. The qualifying period for the GSM Suez Medal, awarded for service in the Suez 
Canal Zone, is from 16 October 1951 to 19 October 1954.4" Mander finished 
his basic training in September 1955, eleven months after the closing date for 
medal entitlement. 

b. More importantly, the two aircraft carriers on which Mander did his basic 
training at Portland did go to Suez as part of the RN’s first experiment with 
landing commandos by helicopter, but those carriers did not take National 
Service trainees with them.** So he could not have been at Suez during the 
qualifying period. 


3. Letter heading 
The letter heading contains the abbreviation G.S.M. beside his name. This indicates 
that Mander was awarded the General Service Medal EIIR Cyprus (one clasp). This 
medal should not be confused with the GSM Suez Medal. 
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HMS CAUNTON 

Mander’s duties: Watchkeeping and Navigation 
From 29-7-1962 to 11-8-1962 

Station: Portsmouth 


a 


Se ee === 
Photo: HMS CAUNTON, denlayed in Minesweeping Training Squadrons 
Image source: TON Class Association 


Lieutenant D. Wright wrote the following assessment: 


Technical ability 
“Mander has shown himself to be a reliable watchkeeping officer on passage [i.e. 


when sailing], with a very keen interest in navigation. He is recommended for a C.M.S. 
Watchkeeping Certificate. (C.M.S. Coastal Minesweeper). 


Performance ratings 

Zeal and energy (6); Reliability (5); Common sense (5); Intelligence and reasoning power 
(5) Initiative and alertness (5); Tact and cooperation (5); Social attributes (5). Average 
mark: 5.1 


General report 
The most noticeable thing about this officer is his boundless enthusiasm for anything 


connected with the Service. During his training, he has taken a very keen interest, and 
has been to sea in other ships of the Squadron whenever we have been in harbour. His 
standard of dress is a little below average’. 


Captain H.L. Lloyd wrote (6 Sep 1962): 


Course result 

T.A.S./G. 19. Marks 94/150. Passed (Third Class). Officer's Technical and Professional 
Ability: Average. “Mander showed considerable interest in T.A.S.*? and appeared to work 
hard during the course. His examination results were disappointing, however. He 
possesses plenty of self-confidence and enthusiasm”. It is recommended that he be 
given “duties in a Coastal Minesweeper on mobilisation”. 
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School betrays top-earning scout 

Before the Easter holidays in 1963, Mander organised a 
competition to raise funds for his Sea Scout Troop. Sea Scouts 
had to carry out Bob-a-Jobs during the holiday. The scout 
earning the most money would win a haversack. 


After Easter, | was withdrawn from school for financial reasons. My 
father handed over my earnings at an ‘exit meeting’. It turned out 
| had earned the most money, having amassed the princely sum 
of £5 and 5 shillings. 


However, the school reneged on the deal and refused point blank 
to award me the prize as | was no longer a scholar there. Nevertheless, Ward and Mander 
happily banked my earnings! Their decision was unethical, inequitable and a flagrant act of 

betrayal. An appeal fell on stony ground. The school was unyielding: the 
iron fist. 


That event, coupled with Mr Newton's predatory behaviour, changed me and 

Iron fist made me mistrustful of people in authority. It was a bitter-sweet moment. On 

the one hand, | was unable to say goodbye to schoolfriends and rightfully claim the 

haversack. On the other hand, | felt a huge sense of relief that | was not going back, not 

least because after CE there were plans to send me, against my wishes, to HMS Worcester, 
a nautical training college-ship moored on the River Thames at Greenhithe, Kent. 
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HMS WATCHFUL 

Mander’s duties: Watchkeeping and O.0.D. 

From 5-8-1963 to 1-9-1963 

Station: Scotland & N. Ireland Fishery Protection Squadron, Rosyth* 


etna 


_~ ~~ ~ 


_4 


Photo: HMS WATCHFUL (HMS Broomley till 1959), a converted LEY Class minehunter 
Image source: TON Class Association 


Lieutenant M.B. Geddes wrote the following training assessment: 


Technical ability 
“Generally an able and reliable watchkeeper, but still needs experience to improve his 


confidence. Fully capable of carrying out the duties of Officer On Deck (0.0.D.) in 
harbour in a minesweeper”. 


Performance ratings 
Zeal and energy (7); Reliability (6); Common sense (6); Intelligence and reasoning power 


(6) Initiative and alertness (6); Leadership (5); Power of expression (5); Organising ability 
(6); Tact and cooperation (6); Social attributes (5). Average mark: 5.8. 


General report 
“Lieutenant Mander has shown great interest and enthusiasm during his annual 


training and has asked for his 14 days to be extended to 28 days. This | fully endorsed 
and arranged. He has made himself very useful on board and has used his initiative 
to both teach himself and assist in the running of the ship. He has been a definite asset 
as an extra ship’s officer”. 


“Officers from the Reserve Division took on the same responsibilities as Regular officers and 
were usually popular members of the wardroom, mainly because they were usually older 


than their Dartmouth equivalents, and usually had more experience of civilian life than the 


Regulars, so had more interesting and varied conversation.” = 


The above quote almost certainly applies to RNR Mander. He was an older Reserve 
officer, a talker, “a definite asset to the ship”, and undoubtedly would have regaled 
stories in the wardrooms about his life and times as a schoolmaster-scoutmaster in a 
boys boarding school and his time as Navigating Officer on Cyprus patrols. 
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HMS WOLVERTON 

Mander's duties: Navigator and 0.0.W.*’ at sea 
From 15-8-1965 to 1-9-1965 

Station: At HMS VERNON, Portsmouth*® 


Photo: HMS WOLVERTON 
a minesweeper deployed only once on a Cyprus patrol (Oct-Nov 1958) 
Image source: TON Class Association 


Records of watchkeeping experience’? 
1. Liverpool-Portsmouth (Passage:- ship not in company) 


2. Portsmouth-Newhaven-Portsmouth (Passage:- ship not in company) 
3. Day running from Portsmouth (Minesweeping Training) 


Lieutenant W.D. Hughes wrote the following training assessment: 


Technical ability 
Mander “is a very conscientious navigator and O.0.W. at sea. His attention to every 


detail of chartwork, Rule of the Road and the safety of the ship has been achieved only 
by much experience, probably obtained when he served as navigator for 9 months on 
ESSINGTON and FENTON during his National Service”.°° 


Performance ratings 

Zeal and energy (7); Reliability (6); Common sense (6); Intelligence and reasoning power 
(7) Initiative and alertness (6); Leadership (6); Power of expression (6); Organising ability 
(6); Tact and cooperation (6); Social attributes (6). Average mark: 6.2 


General report 
Mander is “a knowledgeable and hard-working officer, respected by officers and men 


alike. During this short period of training, he has at all times shown complete devotion 
to the Service and unquestionable loyalty to his superiors. | have no hesitation in 
recommending him to serve as Navigating Officer on board a Coastal Minesweeper, 
and for the immediate award of a Watchkeeping Certificate". The certificate was awarded 
on 28 August 1965. 


Other_information 
Special type of appointment: Navigating Officer, C.M.S. 
Languages: Working French; Games: Average, all-round games player. 


© 2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands All Rights Reserved 


C)\OSO) cc By-Nc-Nnp 4.0 


FINDING MANDER Page |21 


Mander’s Mess Bill (1966) 

On 3 March 1966, W.D. Hughes, the Lieutenant in Command of WOLVERTON at Port 
Edgar, wrote to the Admiral Commanding Reserves (ACR) at the Ministry of Defence, 
Old Admiralty Buildings, Whitehall, London, informing him that Mander had run up a 
mess bill to the value of £7 17s 7d (equivalent to £139 in 2017), while serving on 
WOLVERTON during a fortnight’s training ending 1 September 1965. As none of Hughes 
four letters to Mander's address in Battle had been acknowledged, he suggested that 
the ACR send Mander a “strong letter” urging him to pay the outstanding bill. 


On 16 March 1966, the ACR complied with that request and sent Mander a letter 
requesting him to pay the mess bill “without delay”. Not paying the bill would be 
regarded as “an act of discourtesy” that would “reflect discredit on the Royal Naval 
Reserve as a whole”. 


On 18 April 1966, the ACR wrote a final letter to Mander at Drake House, Skippers Hill 
Manor, warning him that should he fail to settle his mess bill, or did not reply, by 30 
April 1966, “the ACR would seek approval to terminate his commission on the grounds 
of unsuitability’ in accordance with Article 0903 (2) (c) of BR 60. Alternatively, Mander 
could elect to resign from the permanent Royal Naval Reserve, as an ex-National Service 
Officer. In that case, he would “revert to temporary status in the rank of Lieutenant and 
would only be recalled in the event of an emergency”. 


On 11 May 1966, the ACR sent a letter to Mander at Drake House, Skippers Hill Manor, 
informing him that his commission had been terminated as of 1 May 1966. Mander 
had clearly missed the payment deadline and, in doing so, had forfeited his commission 
by default. 


On 17 October 1966, WOLVERTON informed the ACR that Mander had finally paid his 
mess bill. 


Comment: It seems that both Mander and his grandfather, Henry, were both casual 
about money matters (see p. 1). Given Mander’s enthusiasm and passion for the RNR 
and all the weekends and holidays he sacrificed, it is hard to understand why he let this 
happen, especially as he had hopes of being promoted to Lieutenant Commander.’' 
Given he eventually settled the debt, albeit late, it must be assumed that he was either 
absent-minded or disorganised. 


1970s 

Mander’s relatives think he left Skippers Hill Manor in the early 1970s to teach at 
St Peter’s School, a preparatory school in Seaford, East Sussex.°* That might explain 
how he turned up unexpectedly in mid-1975 at Seaford Post Office while | was working 
there behind the counter. He ordered some stamps. Mander, my former maths teacher, 
tried to dispute the total cost several times, his face turning redder and redder from 
embarrassment or annoyance. Nevertheless, | stuck to my guns and eventually he gave 
in and reluctantly accepted my calculation was correct. | had been good at mental 
arithmetic at school. 
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1976 

On 4 June 1976, Mander’s stepfather, Robert Henry Waterland Mander, died at 
Gate Farm, Battle. In his will, he appointed his stepson John Richard Mander (living at 
Gate Farm) and F.T. Brockes to act as executors and trustees of his will. Mander's mother, 
Mary Dorothea Mander, inherited Gate Farm and its contents. J.R. Mander, Charles 
Henry R. Mander and Sarah Anne Green (née Mander), were each bequeathed one- 
third of the remainder of the estate after settling the bequests (£750), death duties and 
expenses. The estate was valued at £3,599 (net), equivalent to £27,500 in 2017.°? Around 
that time, Mander left education in order to take care of his mother who had been ill 
with cancer for many years. They lived at Gate Farm, Battle, East Sussex. 


1980s 

During the last 20 years of his life, Mander’s nephews and nieces all knew Mander as 
‘Skipper’. Although he was christened JR Mander, the family say that he reversed the 
order of his initials to “RJ” when the American TV series Dallas was screening the 
Who Shot JR? cliffhanger in 1980, as he did not like receiving letters addressed to 
JR Mander!°* 


On 13 February 1982, Mander's mother, Mary Dorothea Mander (née Raleigh), passed 
away at Gate Farm, aged 81. She had owned Downton Lodge in the village of Dittisham, 
near Dartmouth, Devon. The house had been rented out as a holiday cottage for many 
years. During the 1960s, several celebrities including Spike Milligan rented Downton 
Lodge. A local farmer also remembered carrying members of the Rolling Stones on the 
back of his tractor from the house to the local pub, in the depths of a snowy winter.°° 
One of the Stones was Brian Jones, who stayed there shortly before his 
suicide/accidental death.°° That would have been around February 1969, when heavy 
snow fell across Britain, just five months before he passed. 


Photo: Downton Lodge, currently a B&B & Self-Catering enterprise 
Image source: Courtesy of the owners, Martin and Andrew 


When Mary Mander’s estate was divided up, Downton Lodge was transferred to 
Mander’s elder brother, Charles Henry Raleigh Mander (b. Charles H.R. Gann, 17 Aug 
1924). In 1982, Mander, aged 52, sold Gate Farm and in 1983 bought a house in 
Hermitage Road, Dartmouth, Devon, which he named Sheet Anchor. While visiting his 
brother at Downton Lodge in December 1982, Robert John Mander drew up his will.°” 
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Marine entrepreneur 

In August 1984, John Mander set up the Raleigh Estate Management Company and 
was its first director. In July 1991, he appointed four co-directors to help him manage 
the company until its dissolution in June 1996: Charles H.R. Mander, Sarah Green (née 
Mander), Michael Sydney and Patrick Synge. 


In June 1988, Mander set up a second company, Raleigh Leisure Limited. In late 1991, 
he appointed the same four co-directors of the first company to his new company.” 
Mander began operating the Dartmouth Yacht Taxi Service on the River Dart in late 
1984°° and went on to develop a successful moorings business on the River Dart with 
40+ moorings™ at Old Mill Creek.°' 


Amateur dramatics 

The Dartmouth Yacht Taxi Service ferried people to their “rather nice yachts” moored in 
the Dart Estuary. It was a seasonal business that ran between Easter until late September. 
For many years, during the winter months when business was quiet, Mander lived with 
his brother Charles and his wife at Carters, Stretcholt, near Bridgewater, Somerset, 
mainly because he enjoyed the company. It was during those months that he got 
involved in amateur dramatics with the Blake Drama Club in Bridgewater, Somerset, 
which his brother and his wife were members of. During the off-season when income 
tailed off, he is thought to have relied on some family money to pay the bills. 


Mander also served on the Dartmouth Regatta Committee for many years. 


Brother Charles 

Richard Mander’s brother, Charles, attended Dartington Hall School, Totnes, and trained 
as an actor at RADA at the same time as DJ Pete Murray, Bryan Forbes and Richard 
Attenborough. After a few years of not quite making it as a film actor, Charles got 
married, made his family home in Somerset and joined Portishead Radio in Highbridge, 
as a BT radio operator, resuming the trade he had learnt in the RAF during WWII. 
Portishead Radio was BT's long-range maritime communications station that handled 
calls and messages from all types of craft, ranging from large Royal Naval aircraft carriers 
to the smallest yacht. 

Charles Mander maintained his interest in the Arts, took up writing and had four short 
plays broadcast on Radio 4. He also did some occasional acting work and got involved 
in local amateur dramatics with the Blake Drama Club.™ He was also a director of the 
Bridgewater Arts Centre Company, Somerset (1991-1999) and a director (sleeping 
partner) in both his brother's enterprises. On 8 July 1999, Charles Mander, passed away 
in Taunton, Somerset, aged 74. 


Health issues 

Richard Mander, of Sheet Anchor, 40 Hermitage Road, 
Dartmouth, Devon, developed diabetes in the early 1990s.°° 
The condition was probably not helped by his chain smoking, 
and eventually he had to have a leg amputated above the knee. 
The last couple of years of his life were complicated by his 
mobility issues® and he passed away in Torbay, Devon, just 
three months after his brother Charles, aged 69. He never 
married and left no issue. He is buried in Longcross Cemetery, 
Sheet-an-chor. Dartmouth. 
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Mander’s estate 

In his will, he appointed the National Westminster Bank as executor and trustee of his 
estate. His house, motor car and possessions would have been valued first by the bank 
before being sold off. He made bequests of £1,000 to each of his godsons, Robert 
Green, Dicken Grant and Christopher Kay and bequeathed the residue of his estate to 
his half-sister Sarah Anne Green (née Mander) and her children. His estate was valued 
at £339,000 (net),°’ equivalent to £520,000 in 2017.°° Today, the administration of 
Mander’s mooring business is looked after by Mander’s half-nephew, Robert James 
Raleigh Green. The business is now called River Dart Moorings. 
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APPENDIX 1 


Family Trees 1 
Close-ups of the Raleigh Family Tree 
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Left tree shows where Sir Walter Raleigh's male line died out and who John Richard Mander’s 


Ath great grandfather was. 
Right tree shows several marriages that left Raleigh descendants. 
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APPENDIX 1 


Family Trees 2 
Raleigh Family Tree 
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APPENDIX 2 
Mander and the Raleigh Family 


During his lifetime, Charles H.R. Mander, Mander’s bother, tried to claim descent from 
the Elizabethan explorer-poet-statesman Sir Walter Raleigh (1552-1618)° through his 
mother, Mary Dorothea Raleigh. However, he was unable to establish the link.”° 
Raleigh family tree 


Based on the family tree compiled by the author, it appears that John Richard Mander 
was linked to the Raleighs through his mother Mary Dorothea Raleigh. Mander's 
lineage can be traced all the way back to his 4th great-grandfather John Raleigh Esq. 
of Gibraltar (1737-1807; RIN 2271), a diplomat and Chief Secretary to the Government 
at Gibraltar. Although the family tree shows that John Raleigh (RIN 21) and Mary 
Fortescue (RIN 53) were the putative parents of John Raleigh Esq. of Gibraltar 
(RIN 22), nothing in the genealogical record has been found to corroborate this. 
Consequently, Mander’s direct line to Sir Walter Raleigh appears to end at RIN 22. 
Charles Mander’s research endeavours must have arrived at the same conclusion. 


Until it can be irrefutably proved that Captain Lieutenant Grenville Raleigh (1670-1717; 
RIN 11) was the grandfather of John Raleigh Esq. of Gibraltar (1737-1807; RIN 22), a 
direct line from Sir Walter Raleigh to John Richard Mander cannot be established 
definitively. 


Last of the Raleighs 

The above family tree research shows that Sir Walter Raleigh’s male line died out with 
Captain Lieutenant Grenville Raleigh (1670-1717; RIN 11). Notices in The Hibernian 
Magazine and the Bath Chronicle reported that Grenville Raleigh's daughter, Mary 
Raleigh (RIN 84; d. Bath, 29 October 1783) was the only surviving descendant in the 
direct line to Sir Walter Raleigh. 


Mary Raleigh was not in fact the only surviving descendant of Sir Walter Raleigh, but she 
was the last surviving descendant to bear the Raleigh name. When Mary Raleigh drew 
up her will in 1782, it is assumed that both her brothers (Walter and unknown brother) 
were already dead, as neither were mentioned in her will and because she described 
herself as “the only surviving descendant of Sir Walter Raleigh.’ 


Raleigh descendants 

The main lines that left descendants of Sir Walter Raleigh (RIN 1) are through his two 
grandsons Walter Raleigh (RIN 35) and Philip Raleigh (RIN 9). Walter Raleigh (RIN 35) 
had three daughters: Elizabeth, Philippa and Anne. 


Phillipa Raleigh (RIN 73) married Oliver Weekes and left descendants. Philippa’s 
daughter, Elizabeth Weekes (RIN 39), married Sir John Elwes and came to own much of 
the Raleigh memorabilia. Philippa’s sister Anne (RIN 75) married William Knight (RIN 
41). Anne Raleigh (RIN 36), the sister of Walter Raleigh (RIN 35), married Sir Peter 
Tyrell (RIN 37) and left descendants. Philip Raleigh’s (RIN 9) daughter, Frances Raleigh 
(RIN 16), married William Honywood (RIN 92) and also left many descendants.’? 
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APPENDIX 2 


(continued) 


Edward Raleigh’s executors bought Raleigh Estate 

After Sir Walter Raleigh was executed in 1618, his property and estates were confiscated 
by James 1st, leaving the Raleigh family virtually penniless. In the nineteenth century, 
Edward Ward Walter Raleigh MRCS, FRCS (RIN 27), proud of his Raleigh lineage, was 
determined to reverse the family's historical misfortunes by attempting to recover lost 
land and thereby restore the family’s standing in aristocratic circles. 

His wish was only realised after his death, when his executors used the proceeds of his 
considerable estate worth £140,000” (equivalent to £8.3 million in 2017) to purchase 
the land and property of local landowner Sir Henry Seale. That estate, now known as 
the Raleigh Estate and comprising some 1,000 acres, still belongs to descendants of the 
Raleighs. Although Sir Walter Raleigh lived for a while just across the river at Greenway, 
he never actually owned the land which is now known as the Raleigh Estate.’° 
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GALLERY 


Photo: Eastman’s Royal Naval Academy 
where Henry Charles Gann attended 
28 South Parade, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hampshire 
Image source: Alan P. Grant 
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Photo: Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School 
Image source: Google Maps, Aug 2009 
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Endnotes 


1 Personal Summary. 

2 The National Archives' reference ADM 196/148/349, for the two quotations. 

3 (i) November 1945 date in Mander’s Personal Summary. (ii) A record found on Ancestry.com states that 
H.C. Gann died in Chadpur, Uttar Pradesh, India, on 2 Oct 1945. 

4 The co-respondent was John Sears. 

> The 1911 England Census. 

§ (i) Qualifications listed in National Service Upper Yardman Report (did not include geography). (ii) 
Application for Commission or Appointment in the RNVR includes geography. It would appear that he 
awarded himself an ‘honorary qualification’ later, perhaps because he was teaching the subject in school by 
then. 

7 Sasha Moss. 

8 Peter Down, e-mail Feb 2022. 

° National Service Upper Yardman Report. 

10 Peter Down, e-mail Jun 2021. 

™ EOKA: A Greek Cypriot nationalist paramilitary organisation that fought a violent campaign aimed at 
ending British rule of Cyprus. 

12 Minesweepers were named after British villages. Many were in Scotland and some in Wales. All ended in 
TON. e.g. FENTON, SEFTON. 

13 [WM film. 

14 “TON Class Hunter’ on www.globalsecurity.org. 

"8 Peter Kauffman. 

‘© Tim Sherwen. 

17 Peter Down, e-mail Jun 2021. 

18 Tim Sherwen. 

19 This joint operation with minesweepers continued until the destroyers and frigates were redeployed to the 
Suez operation. Source: Peter Down, e-mail Jun 2021. 

2° Peter Kauffman. 

21 Peter Down, e-mail Jun 2021. 

22 Tim Sherman. 

23 Peter Down, e-mail Jun 2021. 

24 Tim Sherwen. 

25 Peter Down, e-mail Jun 2021. 

26 Term was used by Peter Kaufmann in ‘Cyprus Patrols’. The origin of ‘Banyan’ (Peter Down, Jun 2021): 

An African tree with a wide canopy affording much shade under which tribal elders gather for a council 
meeting. The term was hijacked by the RN (not the Army) as an excuse for a picnic on a tropical isle, out of 
ship's routine. It is a tradition which dates back to the Victorian Navy and is still maintained today. 

27 Confidential Report (S. 206). 

28 RNVR Medical Examination. 

8 The Quad was the school’s name for a quadrangle of tarmac outside the green-hutted classrooms, 
opposite the Old Barn, where schoolboys did their daily exercises. Also used as a playground. 

3° The author's recollections of life at Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School for Boys, 1960-63. NB: Cat-o'- 
nine tails was only inflicted on boys by school prefects. 

31 Sussex Express & County Herald, 14 Jun 1957. 

32 Photograph courtesy of Peter Kirby-Higgs. 

33 DOB 1934, Ireland, DOD 2107. One of Maureen Ward's brothers. J.R. Ward and Mrs Ward (née Magner) 
took over the management of Skippers in 1954 from Jack and/or Harold Bucknall. Harold Bucknall was the 
school's founder and first headmaster. 

34 Born 1934, Celbridge, Kildare, Ire; marr. D.F. Magner Jul 1958, Derby. 

35 A frequent player for the Heathfield United Football Club. Source: Sussex Express & County Herald, 8 Mar 
1957. 

36 Extract from an interview with Peter Kirby-Higgs conducted by the author in 2020. Full text on Skippers’ 
History website. 

37 So called because of the wavy sleeve stripes that RNVR officers wore to differentiate themselves from 
RN/RNR officers. Source: National Archives, UK. 

38 HMS EXCELLENT, Whale Island, Portsmouth, Hampshire. 

39 Renamed HMS CURZON in November 1960, TON Class Association. 

40 OACR correspondence, Oct 1962. 

41 Retrieved from https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-naval-general-service-medal-and-the- 
general-service-medal-service-in-the-suez-canal-zone. 

42 Peter Down was a Regular RN officer who trained at Portland on the aircraft carrier THESEUS at the time 
Mander was undergoing training at Portland. E-mail Feb 2022. 

43 T.A.S.: Training At Sea. 
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44 Equivalent to £110 in 2017. The National Archives. 

45 The Fishery Protection Squadron was based at Rosyth until it moved to Portsmouth in November 1995. 
Source: www.naval-history.net. 

46 Peter Down, e-mail Jun 2021. 

47 0.0.W.: Officer on Watch. 

48 HMS VERNON was a ‘stone frigate’ till 1999 (shore establishment) in Portsmouth harbour. 

4° Form RNR 15. 

°° This information confirms what Mander wrote in a letter from Skippers on 4 Feb 1962. about his duration 
of service aboard the two TON Class minesweepers. 

> In a letter to Mander from the Admiral Commanding Reserves (ACR) dated 11 Nov 1965, it is clear that 
Mander had hopes of being promoted to Lieutenant Commander by seniority on 21 Sep 1966, but was told 
that he first had to qualify in the Supply Duties and General Administration sections of the Modified 
Command Examination. The promotion never happened due to the late payment of his mess bill. There is 
nothing in his Officer Personal Record which suggests he sat or passed the abovementioned examination. 
°2 St Peter's School: as yet unconfirmed. 

°3 The last will and testament of Robert Henry Waterland Mander dated 4 Aug 1966. 

>4 Timothy David Mander, e-mail, March 2022. 

>5 Former lodgers of Downton Lodge mentioned on its website. 

>6 Timothy David Mander, e-mail, March 2022. 

57 Address recorded in the last will and testament of Robert John Mander, dated 7 Dec 1982. 

°8 https://opencorporates.com. 
5° Timothy David Mander, e-mail, March 2022. 
6° Robert J.R. Green. 
5’ Timothy David Mander, e-mail, March 2022. 
& Timothy David Mander, e-mail, March 2022. 
63 Robert J.R. Green, e-mail Nov 2020. 

64 Timothy David Mander, e-mail, March 2022. 
65 Robert J.R. Green. 
66 Timothy David Mander, e-mail, March 2022. 

67 The last will and testament of Richard John Mander. 

68 The National Archive's currency converter. 

6° Statesman, soldier, writer, explorer and beheaded favourite client of Elizabeth I. 

7 Sunk Down Among the People: The Story of the Descendants of Sir Walter Raleigh (p. 3), by Walter 
Raleigh King, Nov 2019. 

7™ RIN: Record Identification Number in family tree. 

72 Sunk Down Among the People: The Story of the Descendants of Sir Walter Raleigh (p. 3), by Walter 
Raleigh King, Nov 2019. 

3 Extracted in 2022 from Sir Walter Raleigh (Wikipedia), section ‘Raleigh's Descendants’. Wikipedia's source 
is given as Walter Raleigh King’s 2019 book. 

74 Former surgeon to the Governor General of India, Professor of Surgery at the Medical College of Calcutta 
and to the Calcutta Hospital and Eye Infirmary, both of which he founded. 

75 The last will and testament of Edward Ward Walter Raleigh. DOD 22 Jan 1865. 1st Probate on 28 Feb 1865. 
2nd Probate Nov 1872. 

76 Adapted and expanded from Robert Green's website. 
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Background 

Colonel Faro was neither an army colonel nor a major, nor originally from Egypt, as many 
thought. Yet he passed himself off as an army colonel at private boarding schools in 
southern England. ‘Colonel’ Faro was born Richard Augustus Faro in Canterbury, Kent, 
on 27 July 1896. His father was Richard Sydney Newman Faro (b. Barnstaple, Devon, 
1867-1961), a dentist with his own practice, and his mother was Gertrude Frances 
Purcell (b. South Sydenham, nr. Tavistock, Devon, 1868-1939). He had two sisters: 
Dorothy Gertrude (1899-1984)! and Violet Mary (1907-1969). 


Faro was educated at The King’s School, Canterbury. He joined the school in the Summer 
Term of 1909. In midsummer 1911, he won the 3A Form Prize (1st out of 16 boys), aged 
15. On 1 July 1912, Faro began his first year at St Bees School, Cumberland (now 
Cumbria). 


Photo: Richard A. Faro with fellow pupils in Form 4A 
Courtesy of The King’s School, Canterbury, Kent, 1912 


Reference for Army 

In a letter of reference written on 20 February 1915, to support Faro’s application to 
join the Army, his headmaster, the Rev. Harold Athelstane Parry Sawyer, testified to 
Faro’s “excellent character” during the whole time at St Bees. He added that Faro had 
“areal enthusiasm for History of which he knows a great deal”. He added: “My only 
fear is that for want of examination practice, he should not be able to do himself justice 
on paper”. This suggests that Faro never sat a paper examination to formally put that 


knowledge to the test. 


An Army document of 1919 recorded that Faro was “Offered a History Exhibition at 


Selwyn College, Cambridge".? However, the college has no record of such an offer.’ In 


any case, any offer of an exhibition would have been subject to passing an examination. 


In 1914, he left St Bees and undertook a period of private teaching before the War.° 
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First World War 

On 15 September 1915, a month after Britain entered 
the First World War, Faro was commissioned into the 
Special Reserve of Officers of the Buffs (East Kent 
Regiment), a home service unit that trained and 
despatched drafts to the Western Front.® The Buffs were 
stationed at the Citadel Barracks, Dover Garrison, 
Dover, Kent. The Buffs had five battalions at the start 
of the war: two Regular, one Special Reserve and two 
Territorial Force. Faro, being of the Special Reserve, was 
initially posted to its 3rd (Reserve) Battalion. He joined 
at the rank of 2nd Lieutenant and remained with the 
regiment for just over five years. 


Five battalions of The Buffs were despatched to France 
to serve under the British Expeditionary Force (BEF). 
As the 3rd (Reserve) Battalion was essentially a training 
unit, it did not go to France.’ This means that Faro must 


reac cance have been reassigned to one of the other Buff 
wn oe battalions that was sent to serve under the 
at 2nd Army (BEF) in France. Faro worked in the BEF as an 
The King’s School Educational Officer Instructor.® 
Canterbury 
1912 


The Second Army (BEF) was established in December 
Note the Eton collars (Faro) 1914 and fought in France and Flanders, notably in the 
audane Ypres Salient (Belgium).? The Second Battle of Ypres 

Gladstone (winged) collars P . 
Photo: The King's School, Canterbury (22 April to 25 May 1915) saw the first mass use of 
poisonous chlorine gas by German troops.” After 
initial training at Dover, Faro would have arrived on the Western Front in, say, 
October 1915 at the earliest, by which time gas masks and anti-asphyxiation respirators 

had been issued to soldiers to protect them against gas attacks."! 


Battle honours 

According to the alumni records of The King’s School, Canterbury, Faro had been an 
(1) acting Captain in France in 1917, and (2) had retired in the rank of Captain in 1922. 
The records also show that he (3) saw service in France (1915-1918), (4) was gassed, 
(5) mentioned in dispatches and subsequently (6) awarded the Croix de Guerre 
Frangais. Claim 1 is uncorroborated. Claim 2 is false. On 1 July 1917, Faro was promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant—a standard promotion after about eighteen months of service 
at the lower rank.'? His final rank was Lieutenant, not Captain. 


SUMMER, 1909 


FARO, Richard Augustus, s. of Richard Sydney Newman Faro, L.D.S., 
R.C.S, England. b, 27 July, 1896. 1. July, 1912. Went to S. Bees 
School, Cumberland. Special Reserve, 1915-1920; Regular Army 
1920-1922. nd Lieutenant, 1915; acting Captain, 1917; retir 
Captain, 1922. Army Educational Corps. War Service: France, 
1915-1918; gassed; mentioned in Dispatches; awarded Croix de 
Guerre Frangais, Club: Union, Malta. Old Forge House, Canterbury. 
Other address: 522 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 

Faro’s record in Canterbury Register (1859-1931 (1932) 


Courtesy of The King’s School, Canterbury 
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Honours debunked 

Claims 5 and 6 are also false and are not corroborated by his Army service record. 
Moreover, an Army document dated 22 March 1923 recorded that Faro had 
“Nil honours and rewards” (see section ‘Indian Police Force’). Moreover, Colonel 
Moody's historical records of The Buffs, East Kent Regiment 1914-1919, do not 
contain any record of Faro having been mentioned in despatches. Only 16 Buffs were 
awarded the Croix de Guerre Francais in WW1 and Faro was not one of them.'* Nor does 
Faro’s name appear in the Journal Officiel de la République Francais in connection with 
the Croix de Guerre Francais medal."® 


It seems that Faro lied to his Alma Mater about his battle honours and final rank. 


Gassing 
Although it is highly likely that Faro was gassed (claim 4), despite the issue of gas masks, 
his name does not appear in the official War Office casualty lists.'° It can therefore be 
assumed that the gassing was not severe enough to warrant listing him as a ‘medical 
casualty’. 


Officer Cadet Battalion 

On 8 January 1919, Faro assumed duty at Dover. Between February and March 1919, 
Faro was assigned to ‘C’ Company, 4th Officer Cadet Battalion stationed at the 
School of Education, Keble College, Oxford,'’ where he underwent one month's 
officer training to become an Instructor. The photograph below originates from an 
album of photographs compiled by Lieutenant L. Rice-Oxley, and shows 46 officer 
cadets at Keble College in March 1919, among whom were Lt. Rice-Oxley and Lt. Faro. 


Photo: Close-up of Lieutenant R.A. Faro in the Officers Cadet Battalion 
Keble College Oxford, 1919 


Black armband 

In the photograph above, Lieutenant Faro can be seen wearing a black armband on his 
left arm. He appears to be the only one wearing an armband. He is also wearing the 
Buffs cap badge: a dragon on the ground facing left above a scroll inscribed 
‘THE BUFFS’. Faro had positioned himself in such a way as to enable his armband to be 
photographed. The armband signifies that Faro was most likely mourning the loss of 
comrades on the Western Front or perhaps a friend. 
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Photo: Lieutenant Faro in the Officers Cadet Battalion, Keble College Oxford, 8 March 1919 
By kind permission of the Warden, Fellows and Scholars of Keble College, Oxford 
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Army Educational Corps (1921-1922) 

On 22 January 1921,’ Faro was appointed to a permanent commission in the 
Army Educational Corps (AEC) in the rank of Lieutenant and immediately assigned to 
the 1st Battalion Loyal North Lancashire Regiment to work as an Education Officer, 
preparing soldiers for their 7st and 2nd Class Certificates of Army Education.'® 


On 24 Sep 1922, Faro retired from his commission as a Lieutenant with a gratuity and, 
on the same day, was appointed to the Regular Army Reserve of Officers (RARO) AEC.”° 


Indian Police Force 

On 22 March 1923, the /ndia Office requested Faro’s service record in connection with 
his application to join the Indian Police Force. That service record includes three 
important facts: (i) no honours or rewards, no disabilities, (ii) he had served as an 
Educational Officer Instructor with the (iii) 2nd Army, British Expeditionary Force 
(BEF) during WW1.7' It is assumed that Faro’s application to join the Indian Police Force 
was not accepted as there is no record of him ever having joined. 


See Appendix 2 about Army Education During Wartime. 


Foreign travel 

Between 1920 and 1921, Faro travelled to Malta, Ceylon (Colombo) and Australia. In 
May 1925, aged 29, Faro worked as an Assistant Purser aboard the SS Oronsay (Orient 
Line) en route to New York. His height and weight were recorded then as 5ft 7” and 
11 stone. 


Between 1924 to 1926 and later in 1931, Faro travelled to Australia again (Perth, 
Adelaide, Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane) and South America (Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 
Aires, Montevideo) and Madeira, working his passage as an Assistant Purser on the 
Orient and Blue Star Lines. 


In 1927, Faro’s home address was The Old Forge House, Canterbury, Kent, the home of 
his father. 


1928 to 1939 

For 11 years between 1928 and 1939, Faro operated a travel company called European 
Motorways & Motorways (London) Ltd, with a registered office at 93 Regent Street, 
London, W1. His travel company transported tourists to Spain, France (Paris), Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, Holland, Hungary, Yugoslavia and Constantinople 
(Istanbul).?? 


Long-distance rail and coach tours 

As a courier and company director, he conducted and organised long-distance tours 
throughout Western and Continental Europe. To that end, he deployed a fleet of seven 
luxury Leyland Tiger Pullman coaches. He said he had “extensive knowledge and 
experience of continental rail travel’ as a result of his tourist business.** Leyland Tiger 
coaches were requisitioned by the Army in July 1940, for the war effort.2° 
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Photo: A Leyland Tiger TS4 from 1932, fitted with ‘Pullman Saloon’ coa 
Courtesy of www.oldclassicscar.co.uk 


chwork by Harrington 


When Faro applied to the Army for a reposting in March 1942, Faro wrote that he had 
an “intimate knowledge of Italy", all cities, especially Rome” where he had lived for 
three years. While in Italy and learning Italian, Faro made “some contacts with political 
and other personages, conducted some research work in archaeology, and gained 


some “commercial experiences in connection with [ed. his] travel business”.© 


On 27 July 1931, Faro was transferred to the RARO (Class II) in the rank of Lieutenant. 


In 1934, Faro’s home address was 36 Old Dover Road, Canterbury, 5 minutes down the 
road from his parents’ home. 


Teaching post in America 

In 1937, it appears that Faro applied for a teaching post at McDonogh School, Maryland, 
USA, while he was still running his travel company. Was Faro’s travel business running 
into difficulties by then? The school’s headmaster requested Faro’s Army service record 
as a reference, covering the period 1915 to 1922. The school has since confirmed that 
Faro never taught at the school.” 
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Second World War 

The 1939 England and Wales Census, which was conducted on 29 September, shows 
that Faro was still a director of a foreign travel company, aged 43, and was living at 
The Old Forge House, 81 Old Dover Road, Canterbury, Kent, less than a month after 
Britain had declared war on Germany. He was living there with his father and sister Violet 
(schoolmistress). The house is a timber-framed, Grade Il listed building dating from 
1694 and has mullioned and transomed windows. 


1939 England and Wales Register for Richard A 


Photo: The Old Forge, 87 Old Dover Road, Canterbury 
Source: Google Maps 
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HQ Western Command 

As Faro’s travel business ceased operating at the outbreak of WW2, he needed to find 
alternative employment. He re-applied to the Army and on 15 July 1940, he was posted 
to HQ Western Command, Churchill House,® Chester. Regular troops reporting to 
Western Command included the 2nd Battalion, The Buffs (East Kent Regiment). 


Military Hospital 

He worked in Chester as a Hospitals Liaison Officer in the AEC, although Faro referred 
to the post as “Assistant Emergency Hospitals Officer” attached to the Deputy Director 
of Medical Services (DDMS), Western Command. He was also responsible for the 
imprest account for the Emergency Medical Services hospitals with military wings in 
Western Command. Three of the hospitals with military wings were Moston Hall, 
Oakfield and the Deva hospital.”° The work included the payment of patients, the 
balancing and submission of monthly accounts, medical discharges and medical 
boards.?° 


Photo: Moston Hall, Upton, Cheshire, used as a military hospital during WW2 
Courtesy of The Hestercombe Gardens Trust, Cheddon Fitzpaine, Taunton, Somerset 


Imprest Account 
An imprest account is a petty cash account used to pay small routine 
expenses. The account is regularly topped up from a primary bank account to 
maintain a fixed balance. In a military hospital, it would have been used to pay 
patients their soldiers’ pay, travelling expenses for discharged patients and 
other out-of-pocket expenses. 


Faro was interviewed by the Army while at Western Command. The interviewers wrote 
the following note about Faro’s behaviour during the interview: “He was given an 


interview in June 1941 and was considered rather peculiar”.*" 


PoW interpreter 
Between 1939 and 1948, 400,000 Germans, Italians, Ukrainians among other 
nationalities became Britain's prisoners of war in the UK. On 21 August 1941, while 
working at Western Command in Chester, Faro was posted to No. 32 PoW Camp 
stationed at Glanmorfa, Gaerwen, on the Island of Anglesey, North Wales, to work there 
as an Interpreter. 
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Faro could speak Italian and French “fluently”, whereas his spoken German was, he 
himself described, “slight’.2* Given his fluency in Italian but not German, it must be 
assumed that Faro was to have spoken and interpreted Italian, as 200 Italian soldiers 
were eventually stationed in a PoW Camp on the island working on a drainage project.°? 


POW Camp: The camp was established in 1942 for Italian pows to carry out a drainage project 
on Anglesey under the Ministry of Agriculture. Pioneer corps Plas Llywynon Camp, Llanfair, PG 
Anglesey — 200 men. 


Camp conditions 

However, the Commandant, Major A. Reid, wrote that owing to the “unsuitability of the 
tented camp site, prisoners of war were not sent to the camp”. So there was no 
interpreting work for Faro on Anglesey. Instead, in the short time he was there, he 
assisted with administration and general staff/guard duties and occasional duties of an 
orderly officer. 


Within days of arrival, the accommodation at No. 32 PoW Camp on Anglesey was found 
unsuitable. As a result, on 13 October, the Unit HQ was moved to Flaxley Green Camp, 
Rugeley, Shropshire, where accommodation was little better, as accommodation 
comprised “very draughty Nissan Huts’. 


Admission to military hospital 

After just 10 days in Rugeley, the Unit moved to Pool Park Camp, Ruthin, Denbighshire. 
There, the accommodation in the newly erected huts was considered “rather rough”. 
Two days later, on 24 Oct 1941, Faro was ordered into billets** as the military doctor 
considered him unfit to remain in camp. Shortly afterwards, Faro was admitted to the 
Glasgow Military Hospital in Dumfries, Scotland, where he remained for four months. 


Weak constitution 
The Commandant wrote the following report about Faro’s health: 


“During the period that Lt. Faro was with the Unit, his health seemed far 
from good, his nerves especially being in a very bad state. Since joining up 
again at the commencement of the War, Lt. Faro has been in billets whilst 
attached to Western Command, Chester, and he certainly did not seem to 
possess the stamina to stand any rougher type of living. However, he 
made the best of a bad job and stuck to his duty until ordered into 
hospital.”*° 


Fit for home service only 

On 19 December 1941, Faro was given a medical and classified as Medical Grade ‘C’. 
According to the military’s medical grading system, the letter ‘C’ means fit for home 
service only.*® Apparently he was suffering from anxiety neurosis,*’ also known as ‘war 
neurosis’,*° not dissimilar to the PTSD. Faro remained a patient at the military hospital 


until February 1942. 


Applies for reposting 

On 12 March 1942, while “awaiting a posting at Depot AEC, Wakefield, Yorkshire” on 
full pay in the RARO, AEC, Faro applied for a reposting or other employment, indicating 
on the form that he was not willing to accept an appointment below the rank of 
Lieutenant, should a suitable vacancy arise.*? In Section 10 of the Form under “Education 
and Universities”, Faro wrote “Selwyn College, Cambridge, History Exhibition”. That was 
another of Faro’s inventions. (see Page 1) 
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Becomes unemployed 

On 9 May 1942, the Army relegated Faro to “unemployed” status. He made repeated 
attempts to get a new positing with the Army, but to no avail. The Army authorities 
noted that Faro “would have to be recommissioned in order to be given further military 
employment”. On 22 May 1942, the Army told him that it was “not possible to recall him 
to military service”. 


Language master at prep school 

In the meantime, Faro managed to find a temporary teaching position at Allen House 
Preparatory School, Hook Heath, near Woking, Surrey, as a Language Master, teaching 
French and Latin.*° [Date: probably from May 1942] 


Resigns commission 

The Army permitted Faro to resign his commission in the RARO, AEC, as a “special case” 
with effect from 15 August 1942, most likely due to his medical condition, strange 
behaviour (noted in 1941) and his weak constitution (in PoW camps). Five days after he 
resigned, the Army again reconfirmed to Faro that there were no further employment 
opportunities for him in the Army, not even “as an interpreter at a PoW Camp”. 


Dockenfield Manor School 

From 1945 to about 1949, Faro taught French and Latin at Dockenfield Manor School, 
Farnham, Surrey, a private boarding school for boys. The school, whose headmaster was 
Dr Gerald Hastings from the mid-1940s, had a history of pupils being abused by the 
teaching staff. The following former pupils remember Faro for being a strict, grumpy 
and sadistic teacher. 


Dockenfield Manor School 
Recollections of abuse 


Roger L. Gledhill [pupil 1946-47] 
Major Faro was as an “upper middle-aged, portly gentleman with greying, balding 
hair. He was strict and bad tempered at times and No. 2 in rank at the school. He sat 
at the top end of table at mealtimes and moaned at anyone unable to eat the food 
placed before them. Miss Young's punishments included using a hairbrush on open 
knuckles and mustard on an open tongue.” [pub. 2018] 


Maurice De Montfalcon [pupil 1940s] 
“The entire faculty was all involved in child abuse and fraud among many other 
offences. Punishments meted out by sadistic teachers and prefects included 3 to 6 
cuts on the hands, being held down naked on a bed, being whipped with a stick, 
pulled hair, and kicks on the behind.” [pub. 2012] 


Michael Nassau Kennedy [pupil ca. 1946] 
“Major Faro was a born sadist and used a cane or a slipper to punish. The head [ed. 
G. Hastings] was a small, self-important and often sadistic man. He gave Peter Vogel 
(a Czech) six strokes of the cane on each hand in front of the whole school, when his 
hands were covered in chilblains”. [pub. 2012] 


Christopher Farey [pub. 2013] 
My brother, Peter Farey, was at the school in ca. 1944 and was “badly beaten and 
kicked black and blue by the headmaster” [ed. Gerald Hastings] for stealing apples 
from a nearby orchard. Peter was quickly removed from the school, but the abuse 
was not reported to the authorities. 


Source 
Dockenfield Manor School, Farnham Surrey — a Memory [www.francisfrith.com] and 
private correspondence with above-named pupils. 
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Faro taught at Dockenfield Manor School and lived at the school, according to the 
Civilian Residence Registers for 1945 to 1949. One former Dockenfield pupil, Roger L. 
Gledhill, remembers Faro there in 1946-47 (see box feature above). He was known to 
the pupils as Major Faro and a strict and bad-tempered deputy head. The school is 
believed to have burned down in about 1949, and Faro would have had to find a new 
position and a place to live. 


Faro visits Virginia 

Between 1950 and 1954, during school holidays, Faro travelled three times to New York 
by cruise ship, tourist class, to visit Miss Elizabeth Davies at 935 Shirley Avenue, Norfolk, 
Virginia, for three to four months each time, returning first class on two occasions to 
Southampton on the SS Georgic in 1952 and 1954.*" 


Elizabeth Davis 

Elizabeth Davis was born in Roanoke, Virginia, in 1900. She was the daughter of a flour 
merchant, manufacturer and mill owner called Flavius Eugene Davis II (1865-1941). She 
studied at Randolph Macon Woman's College, Lynchburg, Virginia, where she was 
awarded a BA in Mathematics. She spent her whole life teaching maths and worked for 
many years at Maury High School in Norfolk, Virginia. 


On 6 May 1950, Elizabeth Davis embarked on a voyage to Liverpool, England, sailing 
from New York on the SS American Scout. The ship’s manifest shows that she had 
planned a 6-week stay in England. In actual fact she stayed 10 weeks (72 days) in the 
UK, returning on the SS Washington to New York from Southampton, first class, on 
21 July 1950. During her 10-week stay in England, Elizabeth Davis almost certainly met 
up with 54-year-old schoolmaster Richard Augustus Faro. 


It is not known how or where they originally met. Both Elizabeth Davis and Faro had a 
connection with Oxford University. Faro was an officer cadet at Keble College, Oxford, 
in 1919, while Elizabeth Davis listed ‘Oxford University’ as one of her Alma Maters in 
1934 while a teacher at Maury High School, Norfolk, Virginia,. Their connection with 
Oxford may just be a coincidence. 


1950 | Faro visits Virginia 

It is assumed that they must have met in 1950, because just 16 weeks after Elizabeth's 
return to Norfolk, Virginia, Richard Faro embarked on a voyage to New York departing 
from Southampton on 11 November 1950, sailing aboard the SS Veendam. The 
destination he gave was Elizabeth Davis’ address: 935 Shirley Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia. 
Four months later, in the following year, Faro returned to England from New York on 
31 March 1951. 


Plato or Romeo? 

Did Faro travel over 8,000 miles to Virginia and back to spend four months with 
Elizabeth Davis simply to compare notes on the teaching profession, the ablative 
absolute or quadratic equations? Was Elizabeth Faro’s love interest, or was their 
relationship purely platonic? Elizabeth's relatives were not aware of any romance. The 
family had no active recollection of the Englishman's real name, so it is likely that they 
also forgot other details of their relationship. 

According to Elizabeth Davis’ nephew, Thomas Davis II, Faro was known by the family 
as ‘Woolly Cub’ — a term of endearment — presumably Elizabeth’s. Perhaps religion 
was the common thread that united them in friendship: Faro was a Roman Catholic while 
Elizabeth Davis was an Episcopalian (Anglican). 
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Photo: Elizabeth Davis and Richard Faro ca. 1950 42 


Photograph 

The sepia photograph above shows Elizabeth Davis and Faro posing in a park or 
gardens. The Davis Family are not sure where or when the photograph was taken. 
However, the tree behind them was in full leaf. Elizabeth Davis was wearing an elegant 
two-piece summer outfit and a necklace, while Faro was dressed in a double-breasted 
(demob?) suit with baggy trousers. A handkerchief protruded from his left breast 
pocket. Elizabeth's arm is threaded through Faro’s arm. Striped sunblinds were drawn 
down over the windows of the second floor of the building behind them, and everything 
including the fashion suggests a summer rendezvous sometime during the early 1950s. 


Further details about Elizabeth Davis, see her biography. 


1952 | Faro visits Virginia 

Thirteen months after Richard Faro returned to England from Norfolk, he set off again 
from Southampton for New York on 20 May 1952, travelling tourist class on the 
SS Mauretania bound for Norfolk, Virginia. On this particular visit, he stayed with 
Elizabeth Davis for three months, returning first class from New York on the SS Georgic 
on 20 August, arriving in Southampton nine days later. 


Copyright © 2022 Peter King Smith The Netherlands 


C)\OSO CC BY-NC-ND 4.0 


FINDING FARO Page |13 


1954 
In 1954, Faro was living at Appelgarth, Mark Way, Godalming, Surrey, presumably in a 
nearby school. 


1957 | Elizabeth Davis visits England 

On 19 June 1957, Elizabeth arrived in Southampton, England, from New York on the 
SS United States. She was accompanied by her niece (dau. of John Randolph Davis |), 22- 
year-old Nancy Adeline Davis. (1935-1969), a student. They stayed eight weeks in 
England, giving their accommodation address as 81 Old Dover Road, Canterbury, 
Kent. [This is the last recorded visit that Faro or Elizabeth Davis made to see one another. 
Immigration records after around 1961 are not yet available for consultation by 
researchers]. 


Skippers Hill Manor Prep School 
Colonel Faro was deputy head at Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School for Boys, a 
private boarding school-cum-boot camp in Five Ashes, East Sussex. He joined the 
school in the Summer Term of 1956 following an advertisement in the Eastbourne 
Gazette on 17 March 1956. The advertisement read: 

“Person to teach Latin and French to scholarship standard. Good 

salary, preferably residential, help with games. Apply to Headmaster”. 
He taught French, Latin and Greek.*? Greek was only taught to boys in the ‘scholarship’ 
class. The school was originally an early 17th century farmstead dating back to 1612, 
when King James | & VI of Scotland was on the English throne. 


1 - 


MMS ‘ et, Se * - 4 <e | 
Photo: Front row: Maureen Ward, J.R. Ward (head), teacher with sunglasses, © 
Colonel Faro (arrow) 


On grass at JR's feet: K.A. Maxine Ward, summer 1956 “4 
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His immediate boss and employer was Yorkshireman John Raymond Ward, who, 
together with his Irish wife Maureen Ward, took over the running of Skippers in 1954 
from Jack and Harold Bucknall.*° In the early 1950s, Jack Bucknall briefly took over as 
head from his adoptive father, Harold Bucknall, who founded Skippers Hill Manor in 
October 1945 and Tavistock Hall in 1940. 


Crime and punishment 

As was the case with most teachers at the school, they were both respected and feared. 
JR Ward, Colonel Faro, and Daniel Magner ran the boot-camp side of Skippers with an 
iron fist. Punishment for misbehaving was tantamount to child abuse. Colonel Faro 
enjoyed punishing boys for misdemeanours using a leather slipper on their bare 
bottoms, JR Ward made liberal use of the cane, and the bad-tempered Daniel Magner 
used the side of a ruler, striking down hard on a boy's open palm (‘rulering’) for giving 
the wrong answer or for fooling around in class. 


Grumpy, eccentric teacher 
Faro was a short, unfit portly man with a round, red 
strawberry-pitted face, who looked as though he might 
burst out of his three-piece tweed suit at any time. 
Boys at Skippers thought that Faro (sounds like 
‘pharaoh’) originally came from Egypt, a 
Do boy, do! long-lasting, school-propagated myth now 
t= dispelled. While Faro may have been a good 
teacher, coaching boys through their Common 
Entrance exams, schoolboys did not like him. Not just 
because he was grumpy and used the leather slipper, 
but because he patrolled the school corridors late at 
night, intercepting and cursing boys for needing to use 
the toilet block. He would often use his foot to kick 
you along saying “Do boy, do!” What was he doing 
there anyway? Keeping a tally on boys’ comfort 
breaks? Guard duty? Perhaps for these reasons, boys 
~~ regarded him as a ‘bogeyman’, thereby earning himself 
the nickname ‘Colonel Bogey’. 


Sand dance in gymnasium 

Faro was famously lampooned for his eccentric corridor behaviour in a sketch on stage 
in the school’s gymnasium—the manor's former threshing barn. Two or three of the 
boys performed the sand dance routine after Wilson & Keppel, improvising with 
handkerchiefs as headcloths worn in ancient Egypt, alluding to Faro’s supposed Egyptian 
origins, while repeatedly chanting his unforgettable, idiosyncratic phrase “Do boy, do 
boy, do!", as they pranced across the stage, to the great delight of the boys and 
teachers! 


Photo: Wilson and Keppel performing the Sand Dance, 1934 
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Shooting stick 

At weekends, Faro, unfit and overweight, would slowly walk down the slope from the 
rear of the school to the school cricket pitch, carrying a shooting stick. He would perch 
his large backside on its bridle leather seat behind the boundary line and watch play 
during interschool cricket matches, saying little. 


Colonel Faro’s Quiz 

In 1962, while using the school library, | came across an unassuming book that 
contained a series of quiz questions and answers. A few days later, while snooping 
around on my own in Colonel Faro’s study, | came across the leather slipper that Faro 
frequently used to thrash boys in their pyjamas, for misdemeanours. 


On his partner desk, which was covered with piles of documents, files, exercise books, 
books, correspondence and paperwork, | came across a stencil containing a series of 
quiz questions. On closer examination, | noticed that those questions were the same 
ones that | had come across in the book in the library. | confided my discovery to one 
of my schoolmates. In hindsight, that was an error of judgment. 


A week later, Colonel Faro’s quiz was announced. When the results of the quiz were 
posted on the notice board, it was clear that participants had achieved far higher scores 
than schoolmasters had predicted! | later discovered that, within a few days of the 
announcement of the quiz, almost every boy who was eligible to take part, had 
miraculously visited the library and memorised the answers! 


| never advised the school about the highly dubious quiz results. Sneaking was frowned 
upon, and the thought of debunking the results of the quiz, especially to Faro, was not 
worth the potentially fateful consequences of doing so. 


Faro was a bit of an egghead. In 1962/3, he won £1,000, the maximum prize, ina TV quiz 
show called Double Your Money compered by Hughie Green. 


Hollingbury Court School 

Faro must have left Skippers before June 1969, as the HM Inspectors (of Schools) report 
on Skippers of 1969 refers to an “energetic and competent Deputy Head”.*° Colonel 
Faro may have been a competent, but he was certainly was not ‘energetic’! 
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Photo: Hollingbury Court School | Courtesy of James Gray & The Regency Society 
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Faro’s will dated July 1970 shows that he was living at Hollingbury Court School, 
a boarding school for boys in Warninglid, Haywards Heath.*’” He worked there as a 
French teacher, aged 74. He joined the school in about 1969 and left in the mid-1970s. 


A former pupil remembered him as “Colonel Fiaro”.*® 


Faro’s will 

In 1976, Faro was admitted to the Regency Nursing Home in Tunbridge Wells, Kent, 
where he died three years later on 31 October 1979, without issue. He never married. In 
his will, drawn up in July 1970, he appointed Lloyds Bank of Lombard St, London, and 
William Francis Medhurst, a solicitor at Sprott and Sons in Mayfield, Sussex, to act as 
his executors and trustees. 


Nursing home fees 

Given the small size of Faro’s will (£1,652), it is assumed that his house in Canterbury 
had already been sold and used to finance his nursing home fees in Tunbridge Wells. As 
is now known, that would have been insufficient. Faro applied to The Officers’ 
Association in 1978, requesting financial assistance to help pay for his nursing home 
fees. 


Bequests 

Faro’s solicitor was paid £50 for proving his will and for handling the estate. Faro’s 
nephews, Patrick Fitzgerald Moore and Terence Fitzgerald Moore, were each given 
£50 and equal shares in any remaining chattels. He bequeathed £200 to Miss Elizabeth 
Davies [ed. misspelt in will] of Norfolk, Virginia, and his book collection to his friend P.J. 
Smith of 44 Hughenden Road, Hastings. His godchild, Rachel Newton, of Old School 
House, Bredgar, Sittingbourne, Kent, got £50. 


Image: Part of Faro’s will highlighting bequest to Elizabeth Davis 


He gifted Eugene Edward Musgrave Rolfe of St Albans, Hertfordshire (b. Bedford 1914 
d. 1987), a local government officer working in the social services department in 
London in 1939, £50 in recognition of his kindness to his late friend Henry Fraser 
Manning Lee, an assistant cataloguer at the British Museum in 1939 (b. 1915, bachelor, 
d. intestate, Mayfield, 1960). Rolfe and Lee once shared the same address in Paddington, 
London, in 1939.4° There were also a number of bequests, some of which exemplify 
Faro’s eccentricity. These include: 
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1. £250 to the Catholic Church of St Thomas in Mayfield, to cover church expenses 
and to pay the Priest-in-Charge for saying a Requiem Mass on the 27th of July (his 
birthday) each year. 

2. £200 to the RSPCA. [A donation to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 

Children might have been more appropriate, given Faro’s history of harsh treatment 

of schoolboys]. 

£100 “free of duty” to the Carthusian Monastery at Parkminster, Cowfold, Sussex. 

£250 to the Crusade of Rescue of 72 St Charles Square, London, W10. 

£200 to the Converts Aid Society of 20 Holmes Road, Twickenham, Middlesex. 

Faro’s clothes and shoes and other personal items were to be donated to “some 

deserving charity for old men or invalids”. 


aun kw 


Residuary estate 

Faro requested that his residuary estate be split 50:50 between his sisters Dorothy 
Gertrude Fitzgerald Moore of 5 Springfield Road, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset, and Violet 
May Maclear of 5 Augustine’s Road, Canterbury, Kent. However, as the cash legacies 
amounted to £1450, that left just £202 to pay for funeral expenses, which probably 
meant that Faro’s sisters ended up with nothing. 
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Appendix 1 


Richard A. Faro’s will (redacted) 
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Appendix 2 


The Development of 


Army Education During Wartime 
1914-1918 


Lectures break trench tedium 

At the outbreak of war, large numbers of conscripted men had little to occupy their 
spare time apart from the regimental “gaff” and the occasional lecture on the progress 
of the war. Soldiers on the Somme, exhausted by trench warfare, experienced extreme 
tedium and monotony during lulls in fighting. There were few newspapers informing 
soldiers about what was happening, and those that existed were heavily censored. 
Books were rarely available. 


YMCA fills education gap 

The YMCA had taken a keen interest in the welfare of the soldier well before 1914. When 
war broke out and formal education ceased, the YMCA stepped in to fill the gap. In 1915 
a committee was established to develop the YMCA’s educational work, chaired by 
Dr William Temple, later Archbishop of Canterbury. 


Troops produce trench journals 

During WW1, several ad hoc educational activities were devised by the soldiers 
themselves. In February 1916, for example, a group of soldiers from 12th Battalion 
Sherwood Foresters found a printing press in a stationers’ shop at Ypres and decided 
to produce trench journals aimed at providing interesting and amusing articles for 
soldiers to read. The first edition of the Wipers Times was printed on 12 February 1916 
and included poems, reflections, one-liners and lampoons about the military situation 
the soldiers found themselves in. 


Education becomes part of young soldiers’ training 

At home, the Army Council, realising that some form of educational training for young 
soldiers would be beneficial, especially to soldiers under 19, issued an Instruction in 
February 1917, requiring all young soldiers under 18 years and eight months, to receive 
elementary education as part of their training. A more ambitious version of this was 
begun in March 1917 in Brockton Camp, Cannock Chase, aimed at developing soldiers’ 
intelligence, initiative, self-control and discipline. 


Lectures for troops in France 

In 1917, to help meet the growing demand for information and education at the Front, 
GHQ France requested Captain Borden-Turner to organise lectures aimed at providing 
troops with “accurate information on the current topics of the time”. Soldiers themselves 
frequently asked the Army to provide more information and assistance. At GHQ France, 
Borden-Turner got flooded with requests for government publications on 
resettlement and social issues. As a result, General Sir Douglas Haig, Commander-in- 
Chief of the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) directed the General Staff to draw up an 
educational programme (lectures) for the troops, aimed at preparing them for their 
return to civilian life after the war. 
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YMCA assist Army education 

These lectures proved so popular that GHQ France asked a civilian educational body, 
the YMCA, to participate systematically in Army education. That was because the 
YMCA’s tent had become an accepted feature of the summer training camps, which 
offered soldiers a quiet space to read and, in off-duty periods, a space for holding 
concerts, lectures and services. 


Wide range of subjects 

The implementation of the scheme had to be improvised due to the shortage of 
instructors and materials. A small number of suitable officers were attached to 
formations in order to execute the educational programme. Soon there were classes in 
a wide range of subjects including Chinese, Latin, music, engineering, accountancy, 
piano-tuning and gardening. By early 1918, for example, over 1,000 men were studying 
the French language at Etaples.*° 


Education officially part of Army training 

General Bonham-Carter, who was in charge of training at GHQ France, appointed 
Colonel Lord Gorell ‘Deputy Director of Staff Duties, Education’ at the War Office. He 
was tasked with directing and coordinating the Army's educational scheme. By the end 
of September 1918, Gorell announced a scheme which officially recognised Army 
education as part of military training during wartime. The YMCA was tasked with looking 
after the lines of communication. 


Principles of Army education 

Four principles underpinned the aims of Army education: (i) to raise the morale of 
soldiers by providing mental stimulation, (ii) to quicken intelligence by stimulating 
study (ili) to educate soldiers about their duties as citizens of the British Empire and 
(iv) help soldiers with resettlement. 


Two hundred teachers to France 

Sir Henry Hadow, who was to work with Gorell devising the Army education scheme, 
was sent to France to act as YMCA Director of Education, together with nearly 
200 civilian lecturers and teachers who were qualified to instruct a wide variety of 
cultural and vocational subjects. 


War demands hamper regular classes 

Due to the demands of the war, it was difficult to organise consecutive lectures or 
classes. Consequently, much of the work involved giving single lectures and, whenever 
possible, regular classes were conducted at base camps. 


Financial incentives stem instructor wastage 

Education officers from the General Staff were appointed to implement the scheme. 
Officers with previous relevant experience or who had been teachers in civilian life, were 
given preference. When, in December 1918, it was announced that the whole of 
Class 43, comprising teachers and students, could claim immediate demobilisation, 
officers employed as educational instructors were offered extra-duty pay or 
promotion, as an incentive to stem instructor wastage and back the scheme. 
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Certificates for educational achievement 

Active Service Certificates were issued to provide soldiers with a record of courses 
attended and standards attained, aimed at helping them to find employment after 
demobilisation. 


Resettlement education 

To support the scheme in the field, Staff Duties 8—Gorell's War Office department— 
with Sir Henry Hadow as its Assistant Director, provided outline lectures, textbooks 
and circulars. These were used extensively as a way of disseminating information on 
employment opportunities and training schemes. 


Instructors train at Oxbridge colleges 

To promote the supply of instructors, Schools of Education were opened in late 1918 
at several Oxbridge colleges (Oxford: Trinity, Hertford and Keble') and (Cambridge: 
Corpus Christi). These colleges ran intensive, one-month courses which were vital in 
training regimental officers to become instructors. According to The Times, the 
academic staff of the colleges undertook much of the training. 


Importance of education in military hospitals 

The training scheme included the appointment of educational officers and instructors 
to military hospitals where great importance was attached to educational work, the idea 
being that unless patients' minds were kept occupied, hospital life would make them 
lethargic and apathetic. 


Source: The Army Schoolmaster And The Development of Elementary Education in The Army, by Elaine Ann 
Smith, 1993. Adapted and abridged by Peter King Smith, March 2022. 
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1 This was where Faro trained in 1919. 
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Service Records 


1. Request for Appointment of Officer for Educational Work, Mar 1919. 

2. Service Record of A Commissioned Officer, 22 Mar 1923. Faro’s military service record requested by the 
India Office, Whitehall. 

3. Confidential correspondence (5A), dated 2 Jul 1927 from the Army Council, containing details of Faro’s 
service record. 

4. Particulars of Service, Professional, Business & Academic Qualifications of Officers on Active List or with 
Reserve Liability, available for Reposting or Employment completed and signed by R.A. Faro on 12 Mar 
1942. 

5. Particulars of Officer available for Employment, Form 61A/A.G. 12.F. 

Letter from Major A. Reid, Commandant, No. 32 PoW Camp, The Hostel, Valley, Holyhead, Anglesey, 
North Wales, 15 Feb 1943. 

7. The Army Schoolmaster And The Development of Elementary Education in The Army, 1812-1920, 
Chapter 10, by Elaine Ann Smith, a PhD thesis submitted to the Institute of Education, University of London 
in 1993. 
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FINDING MISS DAVIS 


BACKGROUND TO THE BIOGRAPHY 


The inspiration for this biography came about while | was reading through the 
last will and testament of Colonel Faro, my former Latin and Greek teacher at 
Skippers Hill Manor Boarding School for Boys, in Sussex, England. Last year, | had 
researched his biography as part of a much bigger project covering a 350-year 
period in the history of the building — from farmhouse to private house to school. 

In 1976, Faro was admitted to a nursing home in Royal Tunbridge Wells in 
the County of Kent, where he died three years later in 1979. Among the list of 
beneficiaries and bequests, |came across the name and address of a 
Miss Elizabeth Davies of Norfolk, Virginia. He had bequeathed her a cash legacy 
of £200. As bequests are usually made to people who play an important role in 
the life of the bequestor, | assumed that ‘Miss Davies’ must have been a significant 
person in his life. That said, | had never heard her name whispered once in the 
school corridors, or seen her. Who was this mystery woman? What was the nature 
of their connection? How did they meet? What common interests had drawn them 
together? 

Given what | already knew about Colonel Faro’s personality, | began to 
wonder how the very different worlds of Virginia and England had ever collided. 
Had they been star-crossed lovers or just platonic pen pals? Whichever it would 
turn out to be, there was a story here and it needed to be told. The moment had 
come to find out who this woman was, who had been so important to Faro. 

When | began searching for Elizabeth “Davies” from Virginia on 
genealogical websites in early 2021, | drew a complete blank. Then, after parking 
the project for a month, | began afresh. It occurred to me that the will's transcriber 
might have misspelled Elizabeth's surname. After trying “Davis” instead of “Davies” 
in the search field, and after making an educated guess as to her year of birth, 
| finally found an Elizabeth Davis that matched the address in the will. 

US City Directories, school yearbooks, US Federal Censuses, immigration 
records and genealogical websites began to reveal more and more interesting 
facts and photographs about Elizabeth Davis's life as a student, teacher and 
traveller. | began drawing up her family tree in Legacy, a genealogy database 
program. Several other useful sources have since contributed to this biography, 
including a few anecdotes and photographs supplied by Miss Davis's relatives in 
the United States. 

The biography of Elizabeth Davis includes a few additional features. Firstly, 
it includes some facts about Roanoke’s industries in 1900, the year that Elizabeth 
was born there. Secondly, it contains a Portrait of Norfolk. Set in 1920, the year 
Elizabeth turned 20, it describes the industrial, commercial and social landscape 
of Norfolk City that was to shape Elizabeth Davis's life and the lives of its racially 
diverse citizens. Thirdly, her biography is sprinkled with highlighted boxes about 
her father, Flavius Eugene Davis II, a successful mill owner, serial entrepreneur 
and house-hopper. Without his drive, ambition and financial backing, Elizabeth 
may never have enjoyed such a privileged education, the benefits of which she 
later used to hone the brains of many generations of Maury High School's 
students of mathematics. 


Almere, NL 20 June 2021 
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Background 

Elizabeth Davis was born on 8 January 1900 in Roanoke City’, Virginia. She was the first 
child of Flavius Eugene Davis Il (b. 18 Aug 1865, Petersburg, VA) and Elizabeth 
Thurzetta Thomas, aka “Betty” (b. 1875, Roanoke, VA). At that time, the family home 
was at 370 11" Avenue See, Roanoke.” Elizabeth's grandparents on her father’s side 
were Flavius Eugene Davis I? (b. Surry County, VA, 25 Jan 1835, d. 1909) and Emily 
Bartlett Roper (1836-1908) from Petersburg City, VA. 


Elizabeth Davis grew up in Roanoke, an industrial boom town with a population of 
21,495 in 1900 (pop. 1880: 669).* Situated on the Roanoke River at the foot of the 
Blue Ridge Mountains in southwest Virginia, it lies just eight miles from the 
Appalachian Trail—now a long-distance hiker’s paradise.” 


Roanoke’s Industries 
1900 
In 1900, the principal industries of “Magic City" were the railways, coalmining, cotton- 
spinning and, from 1917, Rayon manufacture. Roanoke was already an important 


transportation hub for the Norfolk & Western Railway (N&W). The N&W manufactured 
its own steam locomotives and freighted vast quantities of coal from the Virginian Valley 
coalfields to commercial consumers and foreign navies. Besides tourists and commuters, 
the N&W transported Virginia-grown cotton, wheat, tobacco and grain through Roanoke.® 


1902 

In 1902, Elizabeth's moved to 370 Washington Avenue SW, Roanoke until 1907. 
Coincidentally, the house number of Elizabeth's birth address is the same—370. Had the 
local authority changed the street's name, or was this really a new home address? 


1903 

When Elizabeth was three, her father became joint owner of Gambill & Davis, a flour 
mill described as a “growing and prosperous flour mill” established in Roanoke in 1888. 
Gambill & Davis employed 25 to 30 men and was located directly on the Norfolk & 
Western Railway Yard at the foot of Third Street, Roanoke.’ The company sold quality 
flour brands like Gambill’s Best, locally. 


1907 to 1909 

In 1907, the Davis family moved again, this time to 506 Allison Avenue, SW, Roanoke. 
When Elizabeth was nine years old, a fire broke out at her father’s flour mill at 
227 Norfolk Avenue SW, Roanoke, at the intersection with Third Street. 


1910 

After the fire at the mill, Elizabeth and her family moved to Petersburg, Virginia, where 
they were living on 15 April 1910, at 253 Sycamore Street. This was the former home 
of Elizabeth's grandfather, Flavius Eugene Davis I, who had died a month after the fire 
on 25 Feb 1909. It was to be a temporary relocation. 

The family had rapidly expanded in the preceding 10 years and now included Flavius 
Eugene Davis III (8), John Randolph Davis | (5), Lucy Adaline Davis (2) and Thomas Davis | 
(6 mo.). Elizabeth's uncle, Thomas Mirabeau Davis (41), a merchandise broker, was 
lodging with the Davis family. The well-to-do family owned their own home which was 
free of mortgage.® 
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FEATURE 


Fire at Flour Mill 
1909 


In January 1909, a fire broke out one night at the Gambill & Davis’s flour mill, completely 
destroying the mill and its contents. Elizabeth's father and co-owner, James Milton 
Gambill’, lost a large quantity of corn and wheat in the fire. There were 600 barrels of flour 
in the building. The day before, the company had received an order for nine carloads of 
flour to be shipped West (by rail) and a further order had been received that week for three 
carloads of flour to be shipped over the Virginian Railway. 

According to the newspaper report, the merchant mill did a “heavy business” 


amounting to between $35,000 and $40,000 each month.” The business must have been 
booming, as $35,000 in 1909 is equivalent in purchasing power to just over $1 million in 
2021.'° 

When the fire broke out, there were “25,000 to 30,000 bushels* of grain” on site, valued 
at “between $20,000 to $25,000.” The mill, which was insured for $40,000, also stored 
manufactured stock on site and was “equipped with the latest and most approved 
machinery.” 

The total value of the property, including the grain, manufactured stock and machinery, 
was estimated at $100,000 ($2.5 million today), far exceeding the sum insured. Fortunately, 
a number of horses and mules belonging to the mill were unharmed."! 


* 750-900 US (short) tons, or 670-804 UK (long) tons 


1911-1914 

In 1911, Elizabeth's family were back in Roanoke again living at their former address, 
506 Allison (14th) Avenue SW, Roanoke (5" street intersects).'* But not for long. From 
1915 till 1917, Elizabeth and her parents’ lives were to be disrupted again by more 
house-hopping, which must have been unsettling for Elizabeth and her siblings. 


T.M. Davis & Co Inc. - Petersburg 
1911-1918 
Between 1911 and 1918, Elizabeth's father was president of T.M. Davis & Co Inc., a firm of 
merchandise brokers located at 21 Old Street (later: 15 West Old), Petersburg. 
The company was named after his brother, Thomas Mirabeau Davis (1868-1931), a 
produce broker and the company’s secretary-treasurer. J.B. Hubbard was vice-president. 


Davis, Robinson & Co — Roanoke 
1912-1914 
After the disastrous fire in 1909, the records show that a new company called Davis-Robinson 
Co was established in 1912 on the site where the Gambill & Davis mill had stood. It was a 
grist and feed mill. The company executives were Flavius Eugene Davis II, J.E. Robinson and 
C.G. Tinsley."? No sign of Davis-Robinson & Co after 1914. 


Davis Milling Co — Norfolk 


=p A Mi 
OLESALE GRAIN AND MILL FEEDS 
NOBFOLK,VA. = July 15,1981. 


In 1915, Elizabeth's father, a grain dealer, set up the Davis Milling Company, a corn and 
flour milling company at 1197 East Water Street on the quayside of Norfolk harbour. 
He operated the mill with his first cousin Mirabeau Lamar Thomas Davis II"* (1885-1935). 
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1915 to 1917 
In 1915, Elizabeth's father’s address is given as Jamestown Boulevard, near Hanover 
Avenue, Larchmont, Norfolk, so presumably that was the new family home.'° 


In 1916, Elizabeth's father’s address—and presumably the family's too—changed yet 
again. This time to one of the Aberdeen apartment houses situated on Redgate Avenue 
and the corner of Colley Avenue, Norfolk.'® 


And there was another house-hop in 1917, to 915 Westover Avenue, Norfolk! 


1918 to 1922 

Elizabeth's family home was still 506 Allison Avenue, Roanoke. However, there was a 
second home address, 343 West Bute, Norfolk, but it was probably just used as a pied- 
a-terre for overnight stays after a late finish at the mill, situated 1.5 miles away. 


In 1920, her father was described as a wholesale merchant’ and owner of a milling 
company.'” They lived there with Flavius Eugene Davis III (student). 


In 1918, Elizabeth began a four-year degree course at Randolph-Macon Woman’s 
College, '® a prestigious women’s liberal arts and sciences college in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
Although the 7920 Norfolk City Directory shows that she was living in Roanoke, in term 
time she would have been living at the college 56 miles away, not travelling home each 
day. Elizabeth graduated with a BA in Mathematics in 1922. 


ow 


Fi. ] 


i 


oe. Laie ves ne - 
RANDOLPH-MACON WOMAN'S COLLEGE AND CAMPUS. LYNCHBURG. VA. 


Elizabeth Davis, Senior photo!’ sporting an ‘earphones’ hairstyle, 1922 
Postcard of Randolph-Woman’s College 


While at Randolph-Macon, she was captain and manager of the Senior Basketball 


Squad (playing position: side centre),2? was appointed Fire Captain in the 
Fire Department and was an active member of the International Relations Club.' 
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SENIOR BASKETBALL SQUAD 


Photo: Elizabeth Davis with her Basketball Squad of 1922 
and on the College's Fire Engine 


Fire Department 
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The following Portrait of Norfolk describes the industrial, commercial and social 
landscape of Norfolk City when Elizabeth was 20. 


FEATURE 


A Portrait of Norfolk in 1920 


By 1920, Norfolk had grown into an industrial boom town, its population having 
grown 2.5 times in 20 years to 115,700.” Its principal industries were shipbuilding, iron 
and steel production, coal mining, railroad workshops, copper smelting, peanut 
processing, tobacco manufacture, cotton, flour and silk milling, and agriculture. 

The fact that eight railway companies terminated in Norfolk, and that it had a deep 
harbour and a large, well-equipped naval base, underscored the strategic importance of 
Norfolk's location both commercially and militarily. The railroads directly connected 
Norfolk's docks to the New River and Pocahontas coalfields where steam coal was being 
mined. The railways freighted millions of tonnes of coal from Norfolk to local commercial 
consumers, bulk consumers in the Mid-West and to overseas customers. 

Norfolk boasted an accessible, spacious harbour on the Atlantic coast with 
established trade lines to many European ports. Immense cotton warehouses lined the 
docks. It also possessed the largest transloading coal pier in the world at Lamberts Point, 
enabling coal trains to unload their cargoes and transload them by elevator into waiting 
steamships. Norfolk's docks transhipped a wide range of commodities including copper, 
cotton, grain, fruit, hides, iron and steel, lumber, oil, oysters, peanuts, salt, textiles, tobacco, 
wheat and zinc.?? 

In 1920, Main Street—Norfolk’s bustling shopping street—was filled with horse- 
drawn carts and carriages, motor cars, bicycles, office workers, tradesmen, shoppers, street 
vendors, bankers and navy ratings. Electric trolley cars squealed up and down a double 
track in the centre of the street drawing power from overhead cables, providing a rapid 
transit service for Norfolk's residents. Bowler-hatted cart drivers and men in flat hats and 
baggy trousers walked alongside gents in narrow-fitting ‘jazz’ suits and ties. The street was 
packed with stores and businesses like The Saks Store (clothes), the O’Neill- 
Barry Company (sports goods), Fentress, Fisher & Co (real estate and rental agents), the 
Hampton Roads Paper Company (printers & stationers), the White Hardware Company 
(lighting, mantels, tiling) and the National Bank of Commerce. 

African Americans, who made up about 50% of Norfolk's residents in 1920,74 were 
socially and racially segregated from white citizens, most noticeably in schooling, housing 
and employment. Black students attended blacks-only schools as mixed-race schooling 
was banned.”? Many poorly paid African Americans lived in slum housing in run-down 
neighbourhoods like those on Kent & Jefferson Street and Tidewater Gardens. White 
Americans, on the other hand, lived in modern houses in affluent, white-only suburbs like 
Ocean View and Ghent. Many African Americans worked in coal mining, railroading and 
shipbuilding, or as dock labourers shifting and weighing cotton bales, or as agricultural 
labourers. Others plied their skilled trades within the black enclaves as carpenters, 
shopkeepers, doctors and entrepreneurs.”© 

In 1920, Virginia's ultra-conservative legislature opposed the 19th Amendment to the 
Constitution, as had Alabama and Georgia, thereby denying both white and black women 
in Virginia their legal right to vote.2” 

By 1920, the Naval Operating Base was already well established at Sewell’s Point at 
the mouth of Hampton Roads, adding a significant boost to Norfolk's economy. The base, 
which accommodated a large naval fleet and more than 34,000 navy personnel, included 
on-base lodging, piers, storehouses, facilities to store fuel and oil, a training station for 
recruits, a submarine base, a naval hospital, an airfield and recreation areas.”® 

In summer, men strolled down the street wearing straw boaters and Panama hats, 
while women wearing long flowing dresses and cloche hats, carried parasols to shade their 
faces and ‘bob’ hairdos from the sun. When the electric streetlights switched on in 
Main Street and Granby Street on a January evening in 1920, Norfolk's residents enjoyed 
their last legal drink of liquor in saloon bars before Prohibition. 


Author: P.K. Smith BSc - 2021 
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1920s 

In 1922, the Davis family bought a house at 935 Shirley Avenue, situated in an affluent 
white suburb of Norfolk formerly known as East Ghent. The Davis family's new home, 
which was built in 191829 as a mail-order kit house,*° is a 172 sqm Arts & Crafts 
Foursquare house with a basement. Elizabeth's final home. Her brother, Flavius Eugene 
Davis Ill, a student, lived there too. 


Photo: 935 Shirley Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia, USA 
Image source: Google Maps, 2020 


After graduating from Randolph-Macon in 1922, Elizabeth took up her first teaching 
post at James Madison School, a graded public elementary school. The school was 
located on Bowden's Ferry Road and the corner of 37" Street, Norfolk.?’ This is 
recorded in the 71923 Norfolk City Directory. As the Directory is usually published in 
January of the year of publication, it is assumed that Elizabeth started at JMS in the 
preceding year (1922). 


Elizabeth was only at James Madison for a year, as in 1924, she was already a 
sophomore and a member of two clubs at the University of California (Southern 
Branch) in Los Angeles. While at UCLA, Elizabeth was a member and Secretary of the 
Physical Education Club and a member of the Women’s Athletic Association.** 


She was also a member of a student club called Ptah-Khepera which had some 
130 male and female members, including a president, a sergeant-at-arms and 
entertainment and publicity officers. The Club was originally organised as a coordinating 
agency of the University’s various Masonic activities. Its “cosmopolitan” membership 
was restricted to members of the De Molay (all men), Eastern Star and Masonic 
organisations, or their close relatives. The club was active socially, arranging fortnightly 
gatherings on campus as well as first-semester dances.?? It is not known what 
postgraduate course she studied there, or whether she was awarded a postgraduate 
degree.*4 
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Photo: Aerial view of the campus of the University of California (Southern Branch) 
in the early 1920s *° 


Photo: Millspaugh Hall at the University of California (Southern Branch) ca. 1920 2 
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1925 

In 1925, Elizabeth went on vacation to England. She sailed from New York on the 
SS Berengaria, arriving in Southampton, England, on 23 July. She spent a month in 
England returning to New York on the SS Andania, arriving back on American soil on 
31 August. The ship’s manifest shows her ’Shirley Avenue’ address. 


Elizabeth completed her training at UCLA in her Senior year in mid-1926, as the 
Jefferson High School's yearbook for the academic year 1926-1927 listed the University 
of California as her second Alma Mater. 


U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-1999 


Virginia > Roanoke > JeffersonHighSchoot >» 1927 


FACULTY 


1926-27 
98 
NAME COLLEGE DEGREE 
W. E. Parsons _. West Virginia University... vodeM. 


J. S. McDoxato, 


R. E. Martz... 

J. E. Laxey ... Boston University..........., 
E, G. Darst . -Hampdea-Sidney College. .... . 
R. H, Duncan Roanoke College. . . % 

A. D. Hurt. . .. Roanoke College 


2 cea As 


J. P. Bowman 
W. W. Nor 
S 


+ Roi 
{ Manchester College 
* \ Princeton University. ....-02.20-++s0+.00- 
‘nr sity of ichmond.,.. 
J. HoPoteet.. ces cere “4 Col Unive pitts 


GrorGe ALPHaus LAYMAN. 


y of Richmond. . 

y of Michigan... 

Roanoke College... ... ++ 
\ University of Chicago... 
‘Roanoke College... 

». University of Pennsylvania 

hester College 


B. H. TURNER.... a \ 


J. H, Faneweu 
W. I, Barreerr 


bP oP SSPE meo bbb oh: 
 PEwStp>>>p>purpusp>inn 


Frances MILLER... .. 
Mary L. Goove. . 
NELLIE SMITHEY.... 
Vircinta G, CALDWELL 


ibe tatah  te Fat - \ Columbia University 


area pins Colleges acexarive rap areraerses rate oira 
Gertruve R. Rate... * \ University of Texas... llicccccselecsceces M.A. 


Education and teaching schedule 


Randolph-Macon Woman's College ——> | JMS |[~———— University of Califomia————>| _sJHS_—_ 


Maury High School 


eee Second World War —— 


1943 1945 
No records No records 


1948 1950 1953 1955 1956 
No records No records No records No records | No records 


——— 


Legend 

JMS: James Madison School NW: Not working/not planning to work * Elizabeth's father died 
JHS: Jefferson High School NLAT: Not listed as teacher/teaching ™ Elizabeth's mother died 
MHS: Maury High School 


MTS: Miss Turnbull's School 


Schedule compiled by P.K. Smith 2021 
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1926 to 1927 

In 1926 and 1927, Elizabeth taught mathematics at Jefferson High School, 
550 Campbell Avenue SW in Roanoke, initially living at 716 Day Avenue SW, Roanoke 
and later at 1525 6" SW, Roanoke as a ‘roomer’. 


Photo: Jefferson High School, Roanoke 2” 


All public schools in Virginia were segregated then. There were either black-only public 
schools or white-only public schools.*® While at Jefferson High, Elizabeth was 
appointed ‘Membership Advisor’ to the Girls’ Club which, at the time, was involved in 
the building of girls’ characters and the construction of a new YWCA building for the 
Club.?? 


In 1927, Elizabeth attended the marriage of her brother, Flavius Eugene Davis III 


(b. 7 Aug 1901) to Patricia Snow (b. ca. 1900), held in Jackson, Michigan on 25 June. She 
was a witness. 
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1928 to 1930 

; In 1928, Elizabeth Davis took up a new 
position teaching mathematics at 
Matthew Fontaine Maury’ High 
School,*° a whites-only, co-educational 
school situated at 322 Shirley Avenue, 
1.3 kilometres from her home. Maury 
High School employed a large number of 
women teachers, several of whom, like 
Elizabeth, had studied at Randolph- 
Macon Woman's College. 

The school featured indoor bathrooms, 
marble floors, a library, an auditorium and 
a cafeteria.*' Elizabeth's younger brother, 
Howard Roper Davis (b. 19 Jul 1912) 
was a student there from 1930. 


Davis Milling Co 
1930 
In 1930, Elizabeth's father became president of 
the Davis Milling Co. Inc., with Harry L. Fockler 
as vice-president and Minerva S. Fentress as 
company secretary. 


Elizabeth Davis, sporting a ‘kiss curl’,1929 42 Howard Roper Davis, 1930 


1931 | Elizabeth to England 

In June 1931, Elizabeth Davis sailed to Southampton, England, on the SS Empress of 
France, accompanied by her twenty-three-year-old sister, Lucy Adaline Davis 
(b. Roanoke, 1907), who was also a qualified teacher. The sisters returned to Quebec on 
the SS Duchess of Bedford from Liverpool 18 days later. 
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Photo: Elizabeth Davis and her sister Lucy Adaline Davis 
Image source: Courtesy of the Davis family, ca. 1931 


1932 | Elizabeth's father 

In 1932, Elizabeth's father set up a second company called the Norfolk Terminal 
Elevator Corporation (NTEC) and became its president. The company operated a grain 
elevator on the quayside at the end of East Water Street, Norfolk. The company 
executives were vice-president Harry F. Fockler (34, from Maryland) and Harold 
Amberg Maakestad, company secretary (34-year-old Norwegian from Suttons Bay, 
Michigan, ex-US Navy 1917-1920). The NTEC ceased to exist after Elizabeth’s father 


passed away in 1941. 
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1933 | Elizabeth to England 

In 1933, Elizabeth Davis once again sailed from New York, this time alone, on the 
SS Majestic, arriving in Southampton on 21 June. She spent two months in England. It 
is thought that she attended a summer school course at Oxford University. This 
assumption is based on the fact that in 1934, Maury High School's yearbook, 
The Commodore, added ‘Oxford University’ to the list of Elizabeth’s Alma Maters, which 
had previously only listed Randolph-Macon, California University and Columbia 
University.“* On her return, she left Liverpool on 23 August on the SS Georgic for an 
eight-day cruise back to New York arriving on 31 August 1933. 


U.S., School Yearbooks, 1900-1999 


Virginia >» Norfolk >» MauryHighSchool >» 1934 


The Department of History The Department of Mathematics 
HENRY S. RORER, B. S. LEMUEL F. GAMES, B. S., M. A, 
University of Virginia College of William and Mary 


University of Mexico 
HILDEGRADE BARTON, B. A. 
Harrisonburg State Teachers College ELIZABETH DAVIS, 8. A. 
College of William and Mary Randolph-Mecon Woman's College 


columbia Universit ; ° 
University of Virginta University of California 


GRACE B. CHAMBERS, 8. S. 
Farmville State Teachers Colleae 


Harvard University 


In 1934, Elizabeth's father became the president of Davis Milling Co. Inc., a company 
he also owned. 


1939 to 1942 

Between 1939 and 1942, Elizabeth Davis was no longer working as a teacher. 
In the 1940 US Federal Census, the enumerator noted that Elizabeth had not worked for 
the whole of 1939, was not working at the time of the census and was not seeking 
employment in 1940. It is likely that Elizabeth was looking after her sick father during 
part or all of that time. 


1941 | Arizona 

Elizabeth was not listed in Norfolk City’s Directory that year because when the 
directory was published at the beginning of the year, Elizabeth was in Maricopa, 
Arizona, where her father passed away in December 1941 aged 76. 


Davis Milling Company 
1941 


At the very start of 1941, Elizabeth's father was still president of both the Davis Milling 
Company (trading in oil and flour) and the Norfolk Terminal Elevator Corporation. 


On 8 December 1941, the United States entered the Second Word War. 


1942 

In early 1942, Elizabeth was living with her mother at 935 Shirley Avenue, Norfolk, 
according to the Norfolk City Directory, but she had not listed herself as a teacher. It is 
assumed that she was still on compassionate leave following the death of her father, or 
was looking around for a suitable new teaching position. 
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Davis Milling Company 
1942 


In 1942, a year after Elizabeth Davis's father died, Harry L. Fockler (vice-president) and 
Mrs Hilda C. Curtis (company secretary) took over the running of her father's milling 
company up to and including 1951.46 


1943 to 1946 | Miss Turnbull's School 

In the 1944 Norfolk Directory, Elizabeth is recorded as a teacher at an unnamed school. 
In 1946, Elizabeth was a member of the teaching faculty at Miss Turnbull's School, a 
private tutoring academy for young girls from well-to-do parents. She most probably 
started there in 1943, the year prior to the directory’s 
publication. The school was founded in 1932 by Miss Lucy 
Minerva Turnbull (b. 1899-1965), nicknamed 
“Miss Learnfull” by her pupils. She was from Stillwater, 
Minnesota. The Attic Female Seminary, as the girls 
nicknamed the school, was originally run in Miss Turnbull's 
home at 914 Colonial Avenue, a house she shared with 
her mother. The school found separate premises later at 
700 Stockley Gardens. In 1946, the school had seven 
qualified instructors including Miss Turnbull (Principal). 
The 31 girls, all aged between 14 and 18, underwent four 
years of instruction in Mathematics, English, History, 
Geometry, French, Latin, Science. They were also given 
vocabulary and spelling tests and wrote outlines and book 
reports. The girls also put on three plays a year. No mean 
feat. No sports. The school held its own Commencement ceremonies. 


Photo: School's instructors: Miss Ida-Patterson Walton BA, Vassar College; Miss Elizabeth 
Davis BA (arrow); Miss Harriett Gale Willcox BA, Sweet Briar College; Mrs Katherine Phillips May 
BA, Duke University; Mrs Caroline Tunstall BA, Sweet Briar College; Mrs Marjory Spindle Strauss 
BA, Smith College, Phi Beta Kappa; 
Miss L.M. Turnbull BA, Vassar College, Phi Beta Kappa (seated; above inset) +” 
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In 1947, Elizabeth was no longer a member of Miss Turnbull’s faculty and was not listed 
in The Attica yearbook for 1948 either, which suggests she had probably left after the 
end of the 1946 academic year. 


5 — . s : 
Be “ -. 


Photo: The Board of ‘The Attica’, Miss Turnbull’s School, 1946 (4 Seniors and 5 Juniors) “8 
In 1949, Elizabeth's mother died in Norfolk, 12 days before Christmas, aged 74. 


1950 | Elizabeth to England 

Six months after her mother died, Elizabeth Davis embarked on another voyage to 
Liverpool, England, sailing from New York on 6 May 1950 on the SS American Scout. 
The ship's manifest recorded that she planned a 6-week stay in England. In actual fact, 
she stayed 10 weeks (72 days) in the UK, returning on the SS Washington to New York 
from Southampton, first class, on 21 July 1950. 


During her 10-week stay in England, Elizabeth Davis (50) almost certainly met up with 
Richard Augustus Faro, a 54-year-old schoolmaster who, in the 1940s, had taught at a 
private boarding school for boys called Dockenfield Manor School, near Farnham, Surrey, 
England. According to former pupils, the school had a history of child abuse. Among 
the named abusers were its headmaster, (Dr) Gerald Hastings, and ‘Major’ Faro, as he 
was known there.*? 


How Elizabeth and Faro met in the first place remains a mystery. The most likely 
possibility is that they met in England in the summer 1950. 
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Photograph 

The sepia photograph above® shows Elizabeth Davis and Faro posing in a park or 
gardens. The Davis Family are not sure where or when the photograph was taken. 
However, the tree behind them was in full leaf. Elizabeth Davis was wearing an elegant 
two-piece summer outfit and a necklace, while Faro was dressed in a double-breasted 
(demob?) suit with baggy trousers. A handkerchief protruded from his left breast 
pocket. Elizabeth's arm is threaded through Faro’s arm. Striped sunblinds were drawn 
down over the windows of the second floor of the building behind them, and everything 
including the fashion suggests a summer rendezvous sometime during the early 1950s. 
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1950 | Faro to Virginia 

It seems that Richard Faro could not wait to see Elizabeth Davis again that year. Just 
16 weeks after Elizabeth's return to Norfolk, Virginia, he embarked on a voyage to 
New York departing from Southampton on 11 November 1950, sailing aboard the 
SS Veendam. The destination he gave was Elizabeth Davis's address: 935 Shirley Avenue, 
Norfolk, Virginia. He returned to England from New York the following year on 
31 March 1951. 


In 1951, Elizabeth is not registered as a teacher, so she probably took a sabbatical. Did 
Mr Faro travel over 8,000 miles to Virginia and back to spend four months in the 
company of an independent woman with her own life, simply to compare notes on the 
teaching profession, the ablative absolute or quadratic equations? 


Platonic or romantic? 

Was Mr Faro Elizabeth's love interest? Or was their relationship purely platonic? 
Elizabeth's relatives were not aware of any romance, but that does not mean to say 
there was not one. The family had no active recollection of the Englishman’s real name, 
so it is likely that they also forgot other details of the relationship. According to 
Thomas Davis Il, Faro was known by the family as ‘Woolly Cub’ — a term of 
endearment, presumably Elizabeth's, or did it refer to someone marked by mental 
confusion? Perhaps religion was the common theme that united them in friendship. 
Faro was a Roman Catholic while Elizabeth Davis was an Episcopalian (Anglican). 


1952 | Faro to Virginia 

Thirteen months after Richard Faro returned to England from Norfolk, he set off again 
from Southampton for New York on 20 May 1952, travelling tourist class on the SS 
Mauretania bound for Norfolk, Virginia. The timing of this visit coincides with American 
schools’ summer vacation. 


Faro’s last address recorded in the ship's manifest was “Frames Tours, Stafford’.>! 
On this visit, he stayed with Elizabeth for three months, returning again from New York 
on the SS Georgic first class on 20 August, arriving in Southampton nine days later. 


Davis Milling Company 


In 1952, Elizabeth's brother, John Randolph Davis I (1905-1996), a lawyer, became 
the vice-president of the Davis Milling Company. Harry L. Fockler was still its 
president. In 1954, Elizabeth's youngest brother, Howard Roper Davis (1912-1989) 
took over from John Randolph Davis as president of the company. No other 
executive staff members were listed in the Norfolk & Portsmouth City Directory that 
year. In the 1950s, the company developed financial problems, according to the 
Davis family, and by 1958 had ceased operating altogether. 


1956 | Faro at Skippers 

From mid-1956, Richard Faro was the deputy head of Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory 
School, a private boarding school-cum-boot camp for boys in East Sussex, England. He 
taught French, Latin and Greek and was known there as ‘Colonel’ Faro and nicknamed 
Colonel Bogey. Faro, JR Ward (head) and Daniel Magner together ruled Skippers with 
an iron fist. Faro enjoyed punishing boys for misdemeanours with a leather slipper. 
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Photo: RA Faro at Skippers Hill Manor Preparatory School, Five Ashes, East Sussex 
Headmaster JR Ward (two to the left of Faro) sitting next to his wife Maureen Magner 
Summer Term 1956°* 


Colonel Faro 


Mr Faro passed himself off as a ‘Major’ at Dockenfield Manor School and later, at 
Skippers Hill Manor, as a ‘Colonel’, whereas his highest rank in the British Army was 
Lieutenant. He also claimed that during the First World War in France, he was 
gassed, mentioned in despatches and awarded the Croix de Guerre Francais.*? 


The last two claims were false. The Davis Family remember that he had a “bit of a 
gruff personality”, a description that matches recollections of former boarding 
school boys where he taught. 


Further details in Faro’s biography 
and in Part 4 of The History of Skippers Hill Manor 


1957 to 1966 
Elizabeth taught maths at Maury High School. 
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1957 | Elizabeth to England 

On 19 June 1957, Elizabeth arrived in Southampton, England, from New York on the 
SS United States. She was accompanied by her niece (dau. of John Randolph Davis |), 22- 
year-old Nancy Adeline Davis. (1935-1969), a student.** They stayed eight weeks in 
England, giving their accommodation address as 81 Old Dover Road, Canterbury, 
Kent. That was Mr Faro’s address (aka The Old Forge), a timber-framed house dating 
from 1694, with mullioned and transomed windows. 


Photo: The Old Forge, 81 Old Dover Road, Canterbury Photo: Nancy A. Davis, Class of 1957 


1960s 

Elizabeth enjoyed travelling and visited Arizona, California, Canada, Europe and the Holy 
Land. In July 1961, Elizabeth Davis and her niece Jacqueline Ambler Davis (b. 1936 
Santa Clara, California), the daughter of Frances Ambler Davis, sailed on the Queen 
Mary and visited Europe, stopping off in Ireland. The trip was organised by ‘Frames 
Tours’.*° It is not known whether Elizabeth met Richard Faro somewhere en route. 
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Photo: From left to right: Elizabeth's brother, Dr Thomas Davis | 
(1909-1965, physicist), his wife Frances Ambler Davis (née Lee; 1912-1983), 
Robert Willoughby Davis (1946-2004) at back wearing glasses (Thomas and 

Frances’ son), and Elizabeth Davis (outstretched arm) 
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Photo: Elizabeth Davis (circled) in front of a statue in Ireland, 24 July 1961 
Jacqueline Ambler Davis (circled in second row) 
Image source: Courtesy of the Davis family 


1962 | Maury High School 

In 1962, Elizabeth Davis was teaching at Maury High School as her photo was in the 
school's yearbook for that year. Despite the start of desegregation in Norfolk's schools 
in early 1959, Maury High School was still a whites-only school three years later in 1962. 
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Photo: Caption under photo reads: 
“If rules are followed, answers will be correct,” stresses Miss Elizabeth Davis, 
looking rather strict and formidable 
Image source *” 


In 1962, Thomas Davis II (b. 1942 Newport, Rhode Island), Elizabeth Davis's nephew, 
lodged with Elizabeth at 935 Shirley Avenue for a year while attending Old Dominion 
University.°° He remembers his aunt Elizabeth as a “very caring and giving person who 
was always busy doing something”. If it was not teaching, she was “cooking, cleaning 
the house, doing the laundry, flower gardening, spending time with friends or helping 
out at her local church”, St Andrew's Episcopal Church, just two blocks away. 
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y ’ Ni a 
Photo: Caption under photo reads: 
“Such a modern approach to mathematics brought stares of bewilderment from her students. 

Will Miss Elizabeth Davis throw Math at her students?” Note the handbag on desk. 
Image source °° 


1! | Maury Hig ol 
While teaching a class of maths students who were trying to take short cuts in graph 
solutions, Elizabeth Davis rebuked the class saying “Stop guessing!" 


Photo: Elizabeth Davis teaching a maths class at Maury High School, 1964 
Image source °° 
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Photo: Close-up of Elizabeth Davis in a maths class at Maury High School, 1964 
Note the open handbag on the desk 
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1965 | Maury High School 

By 1965, the school had started to evolve from being an exclusively all-whites school 
into being a more integrated one, reflecting the diversity of Norfolk's inhabitants. A few 
black students can be seen in the photograph below in Elizabeth Davis's maths class 
in which she is teaching polynomial long division. 


Photo: Elizabeth Davis teaching maths at Maury High School, 1965 
The caption under the photo reads: “An interested class is the result of an effective presentation 
on the part of Miss Elizabeth Davis.” 

Image source °" 


1966 

In 1966, Elizabeth retired from teaching. She and a teaching colleague from the 
Mathematics Department at Maury High, Miss Lynette Hamlet, substituted shipboard 
for the blackboard and leisurely toured Europe and the Holy Land. Miss Hamlet, like 
Elizabeth, had also studied at Randolph-Macon Woman's College, graduating with a 
BA in Mathematics in 1919° and later with an MA from the College of William and Mary. 


Maury High School, Norfolk, VA. 1965/66 
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Other friends 

One particular friend was Ernestine Cary who the Davis family says was “like a sister to 
Elizabeth”. Ernestine used to work in a bank. Elizabeth, Ernestine and Wallace Face were 
great friends and churchgoers and often dined together. Elizabeth was a long-time 
Sunday School teacher and an active member of the Episcopal Church Women 
(ECW), serving as its president. 


Episcopal Church Women 

The ECW held monthly meetings to plan and organise receptions, parish dinners and 
similar events. In St Andrews, the ECW created, staffed and maintained a gift shop 
called The Church Mouse. |It was a going concern and it funded the ECW’'s outreach 
interests. The women also carried out various decoration projects around the church. 
Members of the ECW staffed the Alter Guild and usually invited speakers to their 
monthly meetings which were followed by luncheons. Elizabeth and the others also 
organised teas and receptions for special events. The women were considered a very 
dependable resource in the life of the Parish. 


Faro’s last will 

It can be assumed that Elizabeth continued her correspondence with Richard Faro in the 
1960s and 1970s, but it is not known whether they ever met up again after 1957. 
In 1979, Richard Faro died in a nursing home in Tunbridge Wells, Kent. He never married 
and died without issue. In his will, he made a bequest of £200 to "Miss Elizabeth Davies” 
of 935 Shirley Avenue, Norfolk, Virginia”. (see Appendix 2) 


65 


Note that Elizabeth's surname is spelled ‘Davies’ instead of ‘Davis’ 


Image: Last will and testament of R.A. Faro highlighting the bequest to Elizabeth © 


Just three years later, Elizabeth passed away in Petersburg, Virginia, aged 82, unmarried 
and without issue. She left a will.6” 
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Appendix 1 


A youthful Elizabeth Davis Elizabeth Davis much later in life 


Flavius E. Davis Il & Elizabeth T. Thomas 


The Davis Milling Co, Norfolk harbour °% 


Photos: Courtesy of the Davis family 
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Appendix 2 | Faro’s will (redacted) 


" 


Afterword 
An extensive Legacy file has been created by the author, containing the names and data on 63 descendants of the 
Davis Family beginning with Flavius Eugene Davis |. The family chart/tree is too wide to include in this document. 
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Appendix 3 
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Disclaimer 

While the greatest of care has been taken in gathering, presenting and verifying the accuracy of all facts, 
quotations, recollections and information in this biography, the author accepts no liability whatsoever for any 
errors, inconsistencies or conclusions that it may contain. Facts and biographical material have been carefully 
compiled and are underpinned by the relevant source documents, references, footnotes and endnotes. Where 
source documents were not found or provided on request, the author has necessarily drawn his own 
conclusions regarding unsupported claims, facts and events. The author reserves the right to express points 
of view based on a detailed evaluation of the available research material, actual personal experiences and the 
findings. 


Spelling 


British spelling has been used throughout, except where US (GA) spelling is used in references, or in the names 
of American organisations. 
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Endnotes 


1 Formerly ‘Big Lick’. 

? The 1900 US Federal Census, Roanoke City, 15 June. 

3 In this document, the title suffix Sr (first generation) is replaced by I, Jr is replaced by Il and so Ill refers to 
the third generation. Note researcher's correction to the DOB for Flavius E. Davis |. 

4 Population was 669 (1880) and 21,495 (1900), a 32-fold increase in 20 years. United States Census Bureau. 
Pub. online January 6, 2014. 

> The trail was completed in 1937, so would not have existed in 1900. 

6 US City Directory, Roanoke, VA, 1920-21. 

7 Virginia Chronicle, Evening News, Vol 19, No. 24, Roanoke, VA, 29 January 1909. 

8 The 1910 US Federal Census. 

° The year after the fire, J.M. Gambill joined up with J.E. Robinson and C.W. Lanford (Robinson Lanford & 
Co), trading in whole flour and feed, at 211 Salem Avenue SW, Roanoke. 

10 Consumer Price Index Inflation Calculator, Official Data Foundation, San Mateo, California. 

™ Abridged version of a front-page article called Disastrous Fire Here Last Night, published in the Virginia 
Chronicle, Evening News, Vol 19, No. 24, Roanoke, VA, 29 January 1909. 

12 US City Directory, Roanoke, VA, 1911. 

13 US City Directory, Roanoke, VA, 1911. 

4 In 1897, M.L.T. Davis | (b. 1839), the father of M.L.T. Davis II (b. 1885), was secretary of the Merchant & 
Farmers Peanut Co., and vice-president of the Norfolk Wholesale Grocers’ Association. His company was 
called M.L.T.D3 & Co (M.L.T. Davis and Benton D. Thomas), of Norfolk, Virginia. Source: Norfolk & 
Portsmouth City Directories, 1822-1995. 

15 Norfolk & Portsmouth City Directory, Norfolk, VA, 1915. 

16 Norfolk & Portsmouth City Directory, Norfolk, VA, 1916. 

7 The 1920 US Federal Census. 

18 Today known as Randolph-Macon College. 

19 Randolph Macon Woman's College's yearbook The Helianthus, 1922. 

20 A former position in women's basketball that played in the backcourt along with the guards. 

21 Randolph Macon Woman's College's yearbook The Helianthus, 1922. 

22 Population of the 100 Largest Cities and Other Urban Places In The United States: 1790 to 1990, US Bureau 
of the Census, pub. 15 June 1998. 

3 Industrial and commercial data in the Norfolk & Portsmouth City Directory, 1920. 

°4 Race Consciousness and The Legal Offensive, a paper by Bryan Folder in 2000, retrieved from 
www.racetimeplace.com/497Projects/NAACP. 

°5 Segregation: A History of Norfolk Schools, by Alexander Fella, 2020. The Urban Renewal Center, Norfolk, 
Virginia. 

° Labor in Virginia during the Twentieth Century, by Richard Love, in Encyclopedia Virginia. Virginia 
Humanities, 14 Dec 2020. 

27 Virginia and Women's Suffrage: 1877-1924. Virginia Museum of History & Culture. Virginian women had 
to wait until 1952. 

8 Naval Station Norfolk: History. Commander, Navy Installations Command, 2017. 

2° Build date of the house recorded in the original deed, seen by current owners, Sep 2020. 

3° Probably a variant of The Virginia made by the firm ‘Aladdin’. 

31 The school is still up, but is now called the Madison Career Center. 

32 University of California's yearbook The 1924 Southern Campus. Address: 855 Vermont Avenue, Los 
Angeles. 

33 A description of the club was recorded in the University of California's yearbook The Southern Campus, 
1927. 

34 If a postgraduate degree had been awarded, it would have shown up in Jefferson High School's Faculty 
List for 1926-1927. It only shows that Elizabeth attended UCLA. 

35 Retrieved from UCLA in the 1920s, a newsletter produced by Alumni UCLA in June 2019. 

36 Security Pacific National Bank Collection, Los Angeles Public Library. 

37 Photograph of Jefferson High School retrieved from http://monroega.blogspot.com. 

38 When school segregation was made illegal in 1954, Virginia resisted the change until 1959. Source: The 
Urban Renewal Center, Norfolk, Virginia. 

39 Jefferson High School's yearbook The Acorn, 1926-1927, Roanoke, Virginia. 

40 Matthew Fontaine Maury was a prominent 19th century confederate, naval officer and educator who was 
pro-slavery. Following a worldwide reassessment about the memorialisation of public figures connected 
with slavery, Maury's statue was removed from Richmond's Monument Avenue in mid-2020. 

41 Segregation: A History of Norfolk Schools, by Alexander Fella, 2020. 

42 Maury High School's yearbook The Commodore, 1929, Norfolk, VA. 
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43 Maury High School's yearbook The Commodore, 1930, Norfolk, VA. 

4 As Elizabeth did not stay in England for longer than 10 weeks on any of her visits, she could not have 
been studying for a degree course there. 

45 Norfolk & Portsmouth City Directory, Norfolk, VA, 1938. 

46 Norfolk & Portsmouth City Directories, Norfolk, VA, 1941-1952. 

47 Miss Turnbull's School's yearbook The Attica, 1946, Vol. 12, Norfolk, VA. 

48 Miss Turnbull's School's yearbook The Attica, 1946, Vol. 12, Norfolk, VA. 

4° Faro’s complete biography, written and researched by the author of this biography, is attached. 

°° Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Davis's grandnephew, Brian M. Davis, Virginia, USA. 

51 It was quite common for passengers to give addresses that were not their home address. Interestingly, the 
same company, ‘Frames Tours’, pops up again in connection with Elizabeth Davis's visit to Killarney, Ireland, 
in 1961. 

> Photo: Peter Kirby-Higgs. 

°3 These war details are recorded in the Archive of Faro’s Alma Mater in Canterbury, Kent. His Army service 
record in the possession of the author contains no references to Faro ever receiving any special awards. 

>4 From 1958, a teacher at Blair Junior High School, Norfolk, VA. 

5 The Battlefield, 1956, the school yearbook of Mary Washington College of the University of Virginia, 
Fredericksburg, VA. 

5° On a commemoration board in the photograph taken in Killarney. 

57 Maury High School's yearbook The Commodore, 1962, Norfolk, VA. 

58 Formerly known as the Norfolk division of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

°° Maury High School's yearbook The Commodore, 1963, Norfolk, VA. 

6° Maury High School's yearbook The Commodore, 1964, Norfolk, VA. 

6’ Maury High School's yearbook The Commodore, 1965, Norfolk, VA. 

62 Maury High School's yearbook The Commodore, 1966, Norfolk, VA. 

63 Although Lynette Hamlet was originally a member of the ‘Class of 1920’, she completed her degree a year 
earlier than her classmates, graduating on 15 May 1919. Source: Helianthus 1918, 1919 and 1920. 

°4 The Rev. Charles Joy, former Rector of St Andrews Episcopal Church, Norfolk, VA (1982 to 2007). Ernestine 
Carey became a close friend of Charles Joy and Wallace Face, and knew Elizabeth's brother, John Randolph 
Davis | (aka “Ranny”). 

65 Faro’s will contained a typo which initially hampered finding Elizabeth Davis. 

6€ R. A. Faro’s will. Names of some beneficiaries and officials have been redacted by the author. 

8” Elizabeth left a will, but the scope of the will is not known. She left a diamond ring to Mary Elizabeth 
‘Betty’ Barnes Davis (1933-2021), one of Elizabeth's nieces who was a student at Maury High School in 1951. 
Her silver centrepiece on the dining room table was bequeathed to Thomas Davis II (1942-) by request 
during his stay at Elizabeth's home. “Most of her possessions were left in her house to be selected by family 
members who had an interest. Anything not taken was donated prior to the sale of the house.” 

68 The mill’s premises were situated at 1197 East Water Street, Norfolk, VA. The Davis family does not know 
the date of this photograph. 
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In 1976, Peter was awarded an East Sussex County Council mature student 
scholarship to study at Bangor University. After graduating in 1979 with a 
BSc Honours degree in Psychology, he joined Plessey Marine in South 
Wales, recruiting high-end electronic engineers and_high-potential 
graduates on the university ‘milk round’. 

In 1982, he emigrated to the Netherlands and qualified there as an English 
teacher. After teaching English in a community centre and in secondary 
schools, he changed tack and became a translator and ran his own 
translation agency for nine years. In 1998, he joined merchant bank 
Kempen & Co (Amsterdam) as a financial translator/editor. After working as 
a B2B Dutch-English translator/editor for Overtaal (Utrecht), he decided to 
specialise in financial translations and editing, and worked for Robeco 
(Rotterdam) and ABN AMRO Bank (HQ, Amsterdam-Zuid). 

He also gave private English lessons for over 20 years, coaching 
schoolchildren and adults. He took early retirement in 2007. His hobbies 
include family and house history research, writing biographies, developing 
accounting software, bridge, hiking, DIY and Interrailing. 


Bucknall, Harold (1882-1956), prep-school headmaster and founder of Skippers and Tavistock Hall 
Conybeare, Charles Augustus Vansittart (1853-1919) The Tenant of Tregullow House, barrister, MP, author 
Davis, Elizabeth (1900-1982) Finding Miss Davis, maths teacher from Norfolk, Virginia, USA 

De L’Arbre de Malander, Joseph Pierre Angéle Etienne (1909-1991) A Belgian Count in Cornwall, dog breeder 
Dixon, Jessie Staniland (1865-1933) The Miller's Daughter from Blue Mills 

Faro, Richard Augustus (1896-1979) Finding Faro, Soldier, teacher & deputy head at Dockenfield and Skippers 
Luard, Bixby Garnham (1835-1919) Vicar of Aveley 

Mander, John Richard (1930-1999) Finding Mander, RNR, schoolteacher-scoutmaster at Skippers 

Pattisson, Jacob Luard (1841-1915) Secretary to the Lord of the Admiralty, son of JHP 

Pattisson, Joseph Howell (1803-1874) The Rise and Fall of a Victorian Solicitor, embezzler with 15 children 
Seligman, Isaac (1834-1928) The Banker from Baiersdorf, German-born millionaire banker, philanthropist 
Strauss, Florence Annie (1872-1916) The Bohemian Glass Merchant's Daughter, suffragist, wife of Conybeare 
Williams, Charles Rule (1849-1919) The Cornish Mining Engineer in Zimapan (unrelated to WR Williams) 
Williams, William Robert (1860-1903) The 3rd Baronet of Tregullow, Cornish mining mogul 
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